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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                   September 9, 2021


The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the Cotton Community Center to maintain social distancing due to COVID-19, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Tim Randall, Supervisor Jared Mevissen, Treasurer Calla Peterson, Deputy Treasurer Steph Bergum, Deputy Clerk Sandi Nelson and Clerk Megan Julin. There were no residents or guests present. 
Clerk’s minutes. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve the August 12, 2021 Board Meeting minutes as distributed. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
The treasurer presented the cash control statement, schedule 1 and investments.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $61,551.73 receipts $10,007.35; disbursements $6,252.97; ending balance $65,306.11
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance $124,960.49; receipts $6,888.29: disbursements $4,487.50; ending balance $127,361.28
COVID: beginning balance 23,755.92; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $23,755.92
FIRE FUND: beginning balance 23,540.23; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $23,540.23
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $16,563.06; receipts $51.41; disbursements $903.28; ending balance $15,711.19
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $11,237.79; receipts $300.00; disbursements $105.79; ending balance $11,432.00
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $16,398.00; receipts $0.00; disbursements $84.48; ending balance $16,313.52
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $51,816.14; receipts $2,055.44; disbursements $3,100.00; ending balance $50,771.58
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $329,823.36
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $19,302.49 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $14,934.02
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $334,191.83
OUTSTANDING CHECKS: $929.23
TOTAL PER BANK STATEMENT: $335,121.06
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $55,532.65
INTEREST: $0.00
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $55,532.65
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 8/31/21 $389,724.48 
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Will Keyes to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve online EFT payment of $223.72 to be withdrawn on October 3, 2021 to pay Arvig for phone/fax/internet bill. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Employee Payroll period beginning 8/01/2021 and ending 8/14/2021, check numbers 18918-18921, totaling $452.68 was reviewed and signed by the supervisors. 

The Board reviewed the Cotton Volunteer Fire Department (CVFD) 2020 Financial Report. CVFD did not provide a 2020 financial report at the annual meeting in March 2021. Dave Swenson, Vice President of CVFD, reported at the Regular Board Meeting in April 2021 that the treasurer was working on the 2020 financial report and the department would present it to the Town Board as soon as possible. Calla Peterson, CVFD Treasurer, stated she did not discover anything concerning to her while preparing the report. Supervisor Keyes mentioned there are several deposits that are accounted for but is unsure where the deposits came from. Supervisor Keyes was the treasurer for CVFD at the time the deposits were made, and he doesn’t recall where they came from. After reviewing the CVFD 2020 Financial Report, the Town Board did not have any objections. The second half of the CVFD 2021 contract is included in the Treasurer’s claims list for approval.
The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Check # 
Amount

Regular Payroll 
Period End 8/31/2021
18922 – 18930, 19852
$   3,543.02
Chronicle Payroll
Period End 8/31/2021
18931 - 18933

$      621.28
Menards-Virginia
Cleaning Supplies
18934


$        19.93

Forum Communications
Chronicle Printing & Circulation
18935


$      960.62

Tracy Excavating
Sexton Work
18936


$      250.00

Range Paper
Cleaning Supplies
18937


$        41.31

Cotton Post Office
Chronicle Mailing
18938


$      245.00

Calla Peterson
Mileage
18939


$        67.20

Larry Keough
Mileage
18940


$          5.60  

Timothy Randall
Mileage
18941


$        14.00
Sandi Nelson
Mileage
18942


$          2.80
Randy Moberg
Mileage
18943


$        28.00

Cotton Volunteer Fire Department
Second Half 2021 Contract
18944


$ 20,000.00

Norland Environmental Service Inc.
Garbage Service
19845


$      132.21

METRO
Printing Fee
19846


$        44.72

Wood Brothers Excavating LLC
Road Work
19847


$      480.00

Jake’s Companies
Grading
19848


$   2,200.00
Biss Lock, Inc.
Trip Charge
19849


$        90.00

PERA
Retirement
19850


$      528.45
Cherrie Soderlund
Mileage
19851


$          4.48
Lake Country Power
Electric
09211


$      317.00
Arvig
Phone/fax/internet
09212


$      215.02
Internal Revenue
Withholdings for September
09213


$      888.84
Capital One
Office Supplies & Programs
09218


$      120.55
Total For Period $30,820.03
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve and sign the claims list for #18922-18944 and 19845-19851 including EFT debit #09211-09213 and #09218 totaling $30,820.03 to pay the Bills For Payment. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Correspondence:
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES


AUDITOR: Second half of Taconite Production Tax Distribution. Redistricting Training. Township Final Levy Certification.*

PLANNING: Reply to variance request. 

HUMAN RESOURCES: Job announcements 

STATE OF MN OFFICES


AUDITOR: E-Updates, Pension Newsletter

HEALTH: Drought information, Noncommunity transient public water systems grant

MN ASSOC OF TOWNSHIPS: District 10 Meeting notice & agenda, Newsletter, notice of MAT 2021 Education Conference & Annual Meeting, Township Tuesday, Notice & registration training for ARPA funding & Local Board of Appeal*

COURI & RUPPE, P.L.L.P: Township Legal Seminar, Legal Service Rate Increase*

SUPERIOR FUEL: Propane proposal*

WALKER, GIROUX AND HAHNE: W-2 Correction Updates*

BISS LOCK, INC.: Keypad entry estimate

COTTON VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT: 2020 Financial Report*

MARYSHANNON KEOUGH: AED training*

NORTH ST. LOUIS SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT: Meeting notice

MN LOCAL TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (LTAP): Workshop Notice

COTTON CHRONICLE

LAKES GAS

NEWSLINE

PIPELINE AWARENESS

WUORI NEWSLETTER

ISD 2142 NEWSLETTER, COMMUNITY EDUCATION

MISCELLANEOUS CATALOGS, ADVERTIZING & FLYERS

*AGENDA ITEMS

OLD BUSINESS

Automatic External Defibrillator (AED) Training: Calla Peterson reported the Cotton Volunteer Fire Department (CVFD) respectively declined the towns request to provide AED training to the town board and renters. The department does not feel qualified to administer training and recommended contacting the American Heart Association. The Board discussed training options. The AED at the community center was purchased from Stellar Medical Equipment. The sales representative from Stellar Medical Equipment mentioned he could do a AED demonstration. The Board requested Stellar Medical Equipment be contacted. 
CONTINUUM 
Roads: Road Signs: St. Louis County (SLC) Public Works removed the stop sign on the left side of the Lily Lake Road/North Strand Lake Road intersection, as viewed by an approaching driver and placed the Lily Lake Road name sign where the stop sign had been. This was completed before direction from the township. The clerk spoke with Victor Lund, SLC Traffic Enginer, and he was not aware of this. Lund will talk to SLC Public Works and request the stop sign that was removed be returned to the township. 
St. Louis County Aggregate Crushing: St. Louis County (SLC) Public Works will be crushing at the Minnesota Power Pit on Water Hen Rd. Road Supervisor Randall spoke with Ross Benedict, SLC Public Works Department Engineering & Maintenance Supervisor, and discussed the amount of gravel the township would like to purchase and asked if they need clay out of the township’s pit.  Mr. Benedict was not certain if SLC Public Works will be able to provide 15,000 tons but recommend the township still request that amount. St. Louis County reserves the right to limit quantities based on available raw materials and pit space.  Mr. Benedict thinks there is enough clay in the Minnesota Power Pit that they will not need clay out of the township’s pit. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to sign and approve Resolution #21-177 Authorizing the Town of Cotton to enter into a cooperative agreement with St. Louis County for the 2022 Aggregate Crushing Program. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED. Clerk Julin will send the 2022 Aggregate Crushing Request Form and a copy of Resolution #21-177 to St. Louis County Public Works. 
Supervisor Mevissen discussed several road signs that have been damaged by firearms. He suggested putting a notice in the Chronicle asking people to be respectful and to please not shoot signs. It is dangerous and cost the township money. Supervisor Keyes mentioned he notice a couple signs that have been damaged by firearms as well. Township road right of ways should be inspected prior to snow plowing season. Road signs and right of ways can be inspected during Fall Road Review. Possible class 5 placement on South Strand Lake Road can also be discussed at the review. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to schedule a 2021 Fall Road Review for September 26, 2021 at Noon. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Community Center: The board discussed the benefits of installing a keyless entry on one of the doors of the community center at the previous meeting. An estimate was received from Biss Lock, Inc. The estimate was much higher than anticipated. Alternative options were discussed. Supervisor Mevissen will investigate prices of lock boxes that a key can be kept in and placed outside of the building. The board decided at last month’s meeting to charge the Civic Club $35.00 for each dance to off set the cost of cleaning but did not include a motion.  Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to charge the Civic Club $35.00 for each dance. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED.
MEETINGS: 2021 Fall Road Review September 26, @ Noon; Town Board Meeting October 14, @ 6:00pm; Legal Seminar by Couri & Ruppe October 16, @ 9:00am; St. Louis County Township Officers Meeting October 27, @ 6:30pm
NEW BUSINESS
Cemetery Deeds: One cemetery lot was purchased. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve and sign cemetery deed for lot 5 block number 1b. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED. Cherrie Soderlund and Sandi Nelson updated cemetery maps. Cemetery lot 23-C Block number VIII was confirmed via telephone conversation and an updated cemetery deed was filled out. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve and sign confirmed cemetery deed for lot 23-C block number 8. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED. The clerk will mail cemetery deeds to the owners and copies will be kept on file in the town office. 
Final Township Levy Certification: The clerk completed the Township Final Levy Certification form for taxes payable 2022. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve the Final Township Levy Certification. General Fund total $125,559, Road and Bridge Fund total $55,000,  annual tax levy for the year of 2021 collectible in 2022 is $180,559.  Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED. The clerk will mail Final Town Levy Certification Form to the St. Louis County Auditor’s Office. A copy is on file in the town office. 
Propane Proposal: A propane proposal was received from Superior Fuel and reviewed by the Board. The township currently purchases propane from Federated Coop for less per gallon than Superior Fuel offered. The township will continue to purchase propane from Federated Coop at this time. 
Couri & Ruppe: Legal Service Rates will increase January 1, 2022. Township officers that have not registered for the Legal Seminar on October 16, 2021 and would like to attend, can contact clerk Julin. 
W-2 Corrections: Treasurer Peterson informed the board at last month’s meeting that several employees’ W-2s were incorrect and they were being brought to Walker, Giroux, & Hahne LLC to be corrected. Walker, Giroux, & Hahne LLC made the correction and submitted them to the Social Security Administration. Treasurer Peterson reviewed the revised corrected W-2s and noticed errors made by Walker, Giroux, & Hahne LLC. All employees and elected officials W-2s who worked as election judges were affected. Treasurer Peterson contacted Walker, Giroux, & Hahne LLC to inform them of the errors, but has not received a response. Treasurer Peterson will request more information on company letterhead including service charges.   Tim Randall motioned, supported by Will Keyes to use Walker, Giroux & Hahne LLC to make the W-2 corrections.  Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Will Keyes submitted his resignation effective September 9, 2021 and suggested Sandra Nelson as a replacement. Nelson stated she would be interested. Supervisor Randall motioned to appoint Sandra Nelson as supervisor. Further discussion. Nelson resigned as deputy clerk. Jared Mevissen seconded Supervisor Randall’s motion to appoint Sandra Nelson as supervisor until the Township Election. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Megan Julin aye. MOTION CARRIED.
As there was no further business, Tim Randall motioned supported by Will Keyes that the meeting be adjourned at 6:51 p.m. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Respectfully submitted,
______________________________  






Town Clerk

Approved: 



 
_____________________________

_________________             
Town Chair

  


Date
