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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                   September 8, 2022

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the town office, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Jared Mevissen, Supervisor Sandi Nelson, Supervisor Tim Randall, Treasurer Jill Clark, Deputy Treasurer Steph Bergum, Deputy Clerk Megan Hilsgen and Clerk Megan Julin. There were no residents or guests.
Clerk’s minutes. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the August 11, 2022 Board Meeting minutes as distributed. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
The treasurer presented the cash control, schedule 1, investments, and other financial statements.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $51,788.78 receipts $5,081.67; disbursements $7,511.88; ending balance $49,358.57
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance $127.367.40; receipts $5,079.50: disbursements $4,430.00; ending balance $128.016.90
COVID: beginning balance $49,067.72; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $49,067.72
FIRE FUND: beginning balance $6,795.92; receipts $0.00; disbursements $2,825.37; ending balance $3,970.55
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $17,860.30; receipts $240.00; disbursements $1,408.01; ending balance $16,692.29
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $14,430.64; receipts $900.00; disbursements $485.76; ending balance $14,844.88
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $19,445.74; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $19,445.74
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $51,332.08; receipts $1,835.50; disbursements $710.70; ending balance $52,456.88
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $338,088.58
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $13,136.67 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $17,371.72
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $333,853.53
OUTSTANDING CHECKS: $643.01
TOTAL PER BANK STATEMENT: $334,496.54
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $55,849.99
INTEREST: $0.00
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $55,849.99
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 8/31/22 $389,703.52
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Jared Mevissen motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve online EFT payment of $222.86 to be withdrawn on October 3, 2022 to pay Arvig for phone/fax/internet bill. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Employee Payroll period beginning 08/01/2022 and ending 08/14/2022, check numbers 20288-20292 totaling $1,027.32 was reviewed. Election Judge Payroll period beginning 08/01/2022 and ending 08/14/2022, check numbers 20286, 20287 and 20293-20297 totaling $1,023.95 was reviewed.
The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Claim # 
Amount

Chronicle Payroll
Period End 08/31/2022
20322-20323

$      547.96
Regular Payroll 
Period End 08/31/2022
20324-20333           
$   3,562.55
Cotton Post Office
Chronicle Mailing
20298


$      245.00

Jill Clark
Mileage & Reimbursement
20299


$        98.73
Megan Julin
Mileage
20300


$        35.00

Larry Keough
Mileage
20301


$        43.76
Cherrie Soderlund
Mileage
20302


$          5.00
Sandi Nelson
Mileage
20303


$        80.50
Randy Moberg
Mileage
20304


$        73.75
Laura Yrjanson
Election Mileage
20305


$        12.50

JoAnne Saline
Election Mileage
20306


$        35.00

Kim Erickson
Election Mileage
20307


$      113.95

Randy Yrjanson
Election Mileage
20308


$        25.00

Megan Hilsgen
Election Mileage
20309 


$        10.50

A-1 Services INC
Portable Restroom 
20310


$      155.00

Adam’s Pest Control
Pest Control
20311


$      319.00
Forum Communications
Chronicle Printing & Circulation
20312


$      477.27
Metro Sales, Inc.
Printing Fees
20313


$        59.24

Petersen Well Drilling
Well Repairs
20314


$   4,685.04

St. Louis County Auditor
Road Sign Fabrication & Installation
20315


$      187.50

Tracy Excavating
Sexton Work
20316


$      750.00
Park State Bank
Subscriptions, Supplies
20317


$      361.81

Poster Compliance
Labor Law Poster Renewal
20318


$        67.95

Jake’s Companies LLC
Grading 
20319


$   2,200.00
Menards-Virginia
Supplies
20320


$      102.88
PERA
Retirement
20321


$      433.69
Lake Country Power 
Electric
09221


$      316.00

Arvig
Telephone/Fax/Internet
09222


$      217.80
Internal Revenue Service
Withholdings
09223


$   1,191.34
Total For Period  -  $16,413.72
Jared Mevissen motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve and sign the claims list for #20322-20333, 20298-20321 including electronic fund transfer payment #09221, 09222, and 09223 totaling $16,413.72 to pay the Bills For Payment. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Correspondence:
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES

AUDITOR: Final Levy Certification, Election Updates

ASSESSOR: LBAE Training

LAND & MINERAL: Proposed Tax-Forfeited Land* 

PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Board of Adjustment*

PUBLIC WORKS: Snow plow agreement information

STATE OF MN OFFICES


AUDITOR: E-Updates, Pension Newsletter


DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH: Water sample results*, Grant opportunity

MN ASSOC OF TOWNSHIPS: Legislative & Research Committee, August 2022 Newsletter, LRIP Representative Application, Steve Fenske county zoning information  

RAMS: News & updates, Thank you

AMERICAN RED CROSS: Facility Use Agreement*

IRON RANGE CONSTRUCTORS: Cemetery Proposal*

SLC SHERIFF’S VOLUNTEER RESCUE SQUAD: Contribution Request*

MENARDS HERMANTOWN: Authorized Purchasing Agent Update Request*

ST. CROIX RECREATION: Toddler swing estimate

PIPLINE AWARENESS NEWSLETTER

COMMUNITY EDUCATION FALL 2022/2023

NEWSLINE

COTTON CHRONICLE

MISCELLANEOUS CATALOGS, ADVERTIZING & FLYERS

*AGENDA ITEMS

The Board has no comment on the variance request received from St. Louis County Planning and Community Development.
CONTINUUM 
Cemetery: Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the sale of cemetery lot 14D block 4 to Deb Jarvela. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. The Board reviewed an estimate for tree removal in the cemetery from Iron Range Constructors. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve Iron Range Contractors estimate to remove trees in the cemetery. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED
Community Center: Water Sample:  Minnesota Department of Health routine water monitoring detected a small amount of total coliform bacteria in the community center drinking water supply. The system was disinfected and flushed followed by additional testing. Additional testing came back negative. The Minnesota Department of Health will return in 30 days for a sample recheck. Well Maintenance: The well pump stopped working and Petersen Drilling was called to make repairs. The pump, control boxes, and several parts were replaced. The water pressure was increased. Insullation/Heater: The radiator in the addition of the community center stopped working. Grounds Keeper Larry Keough will see if ducting and vents can be placed. He can also verify there is insulation in the walls. If Larry is unable to complete the work, Supervisor Randall will request an estimate from Saver’s Plumbing and Heating. 
Roads: 2023 Gravel Crushing:  St. Louis County Public Works will be crushing in the Shaw Pit next year. The township is requesting to purchase 5,000 tons. Jared Mevissen motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve Resolution 22-194 authorizing the Town of Cotton to enter into a cooperative agreement with St. Louis County for the 2023 Aggregate Crushing Program. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. Supervisor Randall mentioned he put a lock on the gate at the Minnesota Power Pit. He gave one key to Dan Zezulka,  Highway Maintenance Supervisor for St. Louis County at the Cotton Garage and the other key is at the town office. Snowplow Application: St. Louis County is going through all the township roads and evaluating what needs to be done to maintain the snowplowing agreement. Dan Zezulka submitted a list of work that needs to be done. This include the removal of vehicles in right of way at address 6737 Reinke Road. Lily Lake Road Obstructions: Vehicle need to be removed from the township’s right of way on Lily Lake Road. A certified letter requesting removal was sent to the property owner last month. The sheriff will be notified.  
MEETINGS: CDBG Open House & Meeting September 13, 2022 10am-12pm Virginia GSC, SLC Township Officers Meeting September 28, 2022 @ 6:30 pm; Regular Town Board Meeting October 13, 2022 6:00 pm; MN Assoc. of Townships Conference and Annual Meeting St. Cloud Convention Center October 14 &15, 2022 

Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall board members can attend the annual conference. The township will pay for the conference and hotel rooms. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.
NEW BUSINESS
Final Levy Certification: The annual tax levy for the year of 2022, collectible in 2023 was approved by townspeople at the Minnesota Association of Townships Annual Meeting on March 8, 2022. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson to approve the Final Town Levy. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. Clerk Julin will submit certification to the St. Louis County Auditor. 
SLC Sheriff’s Volunteer Rescue Squad Contribution Request: Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to contribute $500.00 to the S. Louis County Sheriff’s Volunteer Rescue Squad. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.
American Red Cross Facility Use Agreement: The Board reviewed the American Red Cross Facility Use Agreement. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson to approve the American Red Cross Facility Use Agreement. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Chronicle Hi Brite Paper: Using Hi Brite Paper for the Cotton Chronicle is an additional $75 each month. The color looks better, and the paper is thicker. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve printing the Cotton Chronicle on Hi Brite Paper.  Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

Jared Mevissen motioned, supported by Tim Randall that town board members or Chronicle staff can purchase five Chronicle subscriptions for the price of $36.00. Jared Mevissen aye. Tim Randall aye. Sandi Nelson abstains. MOTION CARRIED. 

All veterans can receive a free Chronicle Subscription if requested. 
St. Croix Recreation Toddler Swing Estimate:  Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to purchase two toddler swings for the park from St. Croix Recreation. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Proposed Tax Forfeited Land: The Board reviewed proposed tax forfeited land that was approved by the St. Louis County Board for sale at their Online Auction beginning September 22, 2022 and closing October 6, 2022. The Board reviewed the proposed private sale of state tax forfeited land adjacent to landowners. St. Louis County Land and Minerals Department has determined that the tax forfeited land cannot be improved because it does not comply with local ordinances regarding minimum area, shape frontage or access; and that the highest and best use of the land can be achieved by adding it to an adjoining parcel. 
Menards Hermantown Purchasing Agents: Menards purchasing agents were updated.
Wage Schedule/Meeting List: 2022 Wage Schedule was reviewed. Starting wages for all positions were reviewed and adjusted. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve a 4% wage increase for all board members and employees that did not receive a raise outside of the 4% in 2021 or 2022. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve a cap of $25.00 per hour. Wage schedule will be reviewed each year at the Reorganization Meeting.  Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve the 2022 Wage Schedule changes effective October 1, 2022. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. The 2022 Wage Schedule is on file with the clerk in the town office. If an employee or board member leaves and comes back within three years, they will start at the wage they were making when they left. Meeting list tabled. 
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:40 p.m. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Respectfully submitted,
______________________________  






Town Clerk

Approved: 

_____________________________

_________________             
Town Chair

  


Date
