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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                 September 14, 2023

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the town office, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Sandi Nelson, Supervisor Tim Randall, Supervisor Larry Keough, Treasurer Jill Clark, Deputy Treasurer Steph Bergum, and Clerk Megan Julin. There were no residents or guests.
Clerk’s minutes. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Larry Keough to approve the August 10, 2023 Board Meeting minutes as distributed. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
The Treasurer presented the cash control, schedule 1, investments, and financial statements.

GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $40,040.90 receipts $10,218.31; disbursements $4,677.61; ending balance $45,581.60
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance $83,280.40; receipts $7,485.99: disbursements $1,432.67; ending balance $89,333.72
COVID: beginning balance $41,233.40; receipts $0.00; disbursements $883.26; ending balance $40,350.14
FIRE FUND: beginning balance $4,521.28; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $4,521.28
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $18,090.25; receipts $1,189.17; disbursements $1,290.00; ending balance $17,989.42
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $17,381.91; receipts $0.00; disbursements $171.47; ending balance $17,210.44
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $21,778.26; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $21,778.26
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $20,600.71; receipts $595.26; disbursements $1,682.79; ending balance $19,513.18
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $246,927.11
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $19,488.73 


TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $10,137.80
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $256,278.04
OUTSTANDING CHECKS: $121.91
TOTAL PER BANK STATEMENT: $256,399.95
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $131,172.30
INTEREST: $0.00
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $131,172.30
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 08/31/23 $387,450.34
ACCRUED INTEREST: $665.36
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE WITH ACCRUED INTEREST: $133,130.01
TOTAL BALANCE WITH ACCRUED INTEREST: 08/31/23 $389,408.05
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Larry Keough to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Larry Keough to approve online EFT payment of $218.24 to be withdrawn on October 3, 2023 to pay Arvig for phone/fax/internet bill. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randal to approve the adjusted Lake Country Power Billing Amount of $306.00 each month. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. Treasurer Clark mentioned the amount is adjusted biannually. 

Employee Payroll period beginning 08/01/2023 and ending 08/15/2023, check numbers 20711-20714 totaling $542.35 was reviewed. 

The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Claim # 
Amount

Regular Payroll
Period End 08/31/2023
20716-20725

$   3,212.28
Cotton Post Office
Chronicle Mailing
20726


$      310.00
Jill Clark
Mileage
20727


$        36.68
Larry Keough 
Mileage
20728


$        19.98
Brandon Omdahl
Mileage
20729


$          2.62
Chelsie Omdahl
Mileage
20730


$          2.62

Megan Julin
Mileage
20731


$        62.88

Sandi Nelson
Mileage
20732


$        20.96

Roxy Karpinen
Deposit Refund
20733


$      100.00

PERA
Retirement
20734


$      439.19

A-1 Services Inc
Portable Restroom & Pumping
20735


$      529.20
Forum Communications
Chronicle Printing & Circulation
20736


$      543.50

L&M Supply
Supplies
20737


$        20.46

Menards-Virginia
Water Dispenser, Supplies
20738


$      211.50
Metro Sales, Inc.
Printing Fees
20739


$        36.58
Norland Environmental Services
Garbage Service
20740


$      148.01

Roger Palo
Cemetery Lots
20741


$        18.75

Park State Bank 
Adobe, Vacuum, Notary
20742


$      234.81

St. Louis County Recorder
Notary Commission
20743


$        20.00
VC3, Inc
Video Equipment Set Up
20744


$      445.76
Wood Brothers Excavating LLC
Road Work
20745


$ 23,000.00
Jakes Co. LLC dba Kivi Trucking
Mowing and Grading
20746


$   6,400.00

Lake Country Power
Electric
09231


$      306.00

Arvig
Telephone/Fax/Internet
09232


$      213.26
Internal Revenue Service
Withholdings August 3rd Quarter
09233


$      770.70

Total For Period  -  $37,105.74
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson to approve and sign the claims list for #20716-20746 including electronic fund transfer payments #09231-09233 totaling $37,105.74 to pay the bills for payment. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

CORRESPONDENCE

ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES


AUDITOR: Elections Allocation Fund*, Final Levy Certification

PUBLIC HEALTH: September 2023 Disease Prevention and Control Partner Updates

LAND DEPARTMENT: Shaw Pit Keys

PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Community Development Newsletter, CDBG Open House & Public Hearing

PUBLIC WORKS: 2023 LRIP Funding Opportunity*, Snow removal application renewal


SHERIFF’S OFFICE: September 5th, 2023 Storm Damage

STATE OF MN OFFICES


AUDITOR: Weekly Updates, Pension Newsletter


DEPT OF HEALTH: Source Water Protection Grants

DEPT OF HOMELAND SECURITY: Flooding damage information*


SECRETARY OF STATE: Payment Confirmation

ARVIG: Update

MN ASSOC OF TOWNSHIPS: August Newsletter, LRIP Funding Info*, Election Judge Teen Trainees 

ST. LOUIS COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF TOWNSHIPS: Meeting Updates

COURI & RUPPE: Legal Service Rate Increase*

RAMS: Insider, Housing Resource Forum Invitation, Smart Rural Seminar Agenda

TECHNOLOGY EXCHANGE

COTTON CHRONICLE

MISCELLANEOUS CATALOGS, ADVERTIZING & FLYERS

*AGENDA ITEMS

OLD BUSINESS
Civic Club Christmas Party: Supervisor Nelson reported the Cotton Civic Club is proceeding with the Christmas Party. It will be held on December 9, 2023, at the Cotton Community Center. The township is contributing lights for the tree in front of the community center and will set up decorations inside. Supervisor Keough mentioned that he examined the outlets, and they will be able to accommodate the lights. There was conversation about setting the lights to a timer. The Civic Club will provide Chili, hot cocoa, cookies and host the dance. 
Records Retention Donation: Treasurer Clark spoke with Christopher Welter, an archivist from the Minnesota Discovery Center. They would be happy to retain Cotton Chronicles, yearbooks, and other historical pieces for the township. They will be better preserved at the Discovery Center than at the community center. Older editions of the chronicles are being stored in the warming shack. Anyone will be able to access these items upon request. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to donate historical items to the Minnesota Discovery Center in Chilsom Minnesota. MOTION CARRIED. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION
FEMA Flooding: Supervisor Randall and Clerk Julin will meet with representatives from FEMA on September 18, 2023 at 12:30pm for a Recovery Scoping Meeting. 
CONTINUUM 
Roads: Roadside mowing was completed. Roadwork was completed on McKay Road. The larger culvert and fabric that was installed will advert future flooding issues. Fisher and Kauppi Lake Roads are scheduled to be completed within the next couple weeks. The culvert on Pioneer Lake Road does not need to be replaced. 
St. Louis County Public Works Snowplowing Application Renewal: The 2023/2024 Snowplowing application renewal was submitted to St. Louis County Public Works. The Board discussed adding an amendment to the contract to ensure snow is cleared from in front of the Cotton Volunteer Fire Department immediately. It is critical first responder vehicles can report to emergencies, including accidents on Highway 53. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to request an amendment be added to the Cooperative Maintenance Agreement stating the Cotton Volunteer Fire Department parking lot located at 7507 Comstock Lake Road be opened up when the snowplow is clearing Comstock Lake Road. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. The Board discussed purchasing a plow truck using ARPA funds to remove snow from the parking lots at the fire department, post office and community center. Additional expenses, such as insurance, were discussed. The Minnesota Department of Transportation (MNDOT)– State Aid Division has provided a notice of funding opportunity for the 2023 Local Road Improvement Program (LRIP). The township does not have any projects that would qualify at this time. 
Community Center: Central air conditioning system prices will be revisited next spring. Supervisor Keough will get quotes from two heating and cooling companies. Both ovens in the kitchen are not heating properly. Supervisor Keough reported he tested the temperature of the ovens in the community center, and both are accurate.  The floors were stripped and waxed in July 2022 and they still look good. Supervisor Keough will show the facility custodian how to use the floor buffer. Supervisor Nelson mentioned there are trees growing in the ditch in front of the community center in MNDOT’s right of way. Clerk Julin will contact MNDOT and request they be removed. 
MEETINGS: 2023 Semi Annual Audit September 19, 2023 @ 5pm, SL County Association of Township Officers September 27, 2023 @ 6:30pm, Legal Seminar October 7, 9am-4pm, Regular Town Board Meeting October 12, 2023 @ 6:00pm
NEW BUSINESS
Elections Allocation Fund: Voting Operations, Technology, and Election Resources (VOTER) was established in 2023 and provides a dedicated funding stream for elections administration. The funds are distributed to St. Louis County on an annual basis and the county is responsible for disbursing the funds to townships. The allocation amount for Cotton is $27.78. St. Louis County currently administers absentee balloting for the township and does not bill related costs back to the township. They are asking the township to allow St. Louis County to retain the (VOTER) Account Funds each year. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Larry Keough to approve the agreement with St. Louis County for the distribution plan allocating Voter Operations, Technology, and Election Resources funds. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.  
Final Town Levy: Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Larry Keough to approve the Annual Tax Levy for the year 2023 collectible in 2024 that was passed at the Annual Town Meeting held on March 14, 2023. General Fund $135,559, Road Fund $55,000, totaling $190,559. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.  Certification will be sent to the St. Louis County Auditor’s Office.
Legal Service Rate Increase: Couri & Ruppe Legal rates are increasing slightly in January 2024. 
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Larry Keough that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:04 p.m. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Respectfully submitted,
______________________________  






Town Clerk
Approved: 
_____________________________

_________________  
Town Chair

 


Date
