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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                 September 12, 2019

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the township office, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Kourtney Kinsley, Supervisor Will Keyes, Treasurer Calla Peterson, Deputy Clerk Sandi Nelson and Clerk Megan Julin. 
Clerk’s minutes. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve the August 8, 2019 Board Meeting minutes as distributed. Will Keyes aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
The treasurer presented the cash control statement, schedule 1 and investments.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $97,910.38; receipts $12,968.66; disbursements $35,111.40; ending balance $75,767.64
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance (-$37,760.88); receipts $46,053.11: disbursements $3,613.56; ending balance $4,678.67 
FIRE FUND: beginning balance $22,316.66; receipts $0.00; disbursements $83.57; ending balance $22,233.09
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $18,730.93 receipts $390.80 disbursements $1,205.81; ending balance $17,915.92
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $11,060.76; receipts $0.00 disbursements $907.97 ending balance $10,152.79
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $10,068.25; receipts $70.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $10,138.25
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $39,653.69; receipts $594.75; disbursements $10,736.57; ending balance $29,511.87
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $161,979.79
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $60,077.32 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $51,658.88
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $170,398.23
OUTSTANDING CHECKS: $112.26

TOTAL PER BANK STATEMENT: $170,510.49
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $74,362.55
INTEREST: $17.29
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $74,379.84
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 8/31/19 $244,778.07 
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED.
The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Check # 
Amount

Payroll  
Period End 8/31/2019
18125-18136

$   4,048.23
Jake’s Companies
Grading
18137


$   3,600.00     
Forum Communications
Chronicle
18138


$      440.36
St. Louis County Public Works
Road Signage
18139


$      937.50

Norland Environmental Service Inc.
Garbage Service
18140


$      128.70

Card Member Services
Supplies
18141


$      797.35
Cotton Post Office
Chronicle
18142


$      160.00  

Stephanie Bergum
Mileage
18143


$        34.80

Sandi Nelson
Mileage
18144


$        53.94

Larry Keough
Mileage
18145


$        26.68
Megan Julin
Mileage
18146


$        63.80
Calla Peterson
Mileage & reimbursement
18147


$      274.18
Kourtney Kinsley
Mileage
18148


$        20.30
Cotton Volunteer Fire Department
2nd Half of 2019 Contract
18149


$ 20,000.00

Wex Bank
Paper Statement Charge
18150


$          8.59
Range Paper
Paper Products
18151


$        79.89
PERA
Retirement
18152


$      302.38
Lake Country Power 
Utilities
9191


$      362.00

Arvig
Phone/fax/internet
9192


$      190.44
Internal Revenue Service
Withholdings 
9193


$      684.36

Total For Period $32,213.50
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve and sign the claims list for #18125 – 18152 including debit #9191-9193 totaling $32,213.50 to pay the Bills For Payment. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Correspondence:
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES


AUDITOR/ELECTIONS: Presidential Nominating Primary Expense Estimate, Final Town Levy mailed to Auditor


LAND AND MINERALS: Proposed Sale of State Tax Forfeited Land

PLANNING DEPT: Facts and findings; Proposed revisions to Zoning Ordinance 62; CDBG Public Hearing on Program Accomplishments, CDBG Program Requalification (Urgent)*

PUBLIC WORKS: Road signs installed; 2020 Townships & Cities Maintenance Programs (striping, crushing & sealing, gravel pit crushing locations)*

STATE OF MN OFFICES

AUDITOR: E-Update, Pension Division Newsletter

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH: Drinking water reports

DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE: Railroad Market Values for 2019 Assessment

FEDERAL OFFICES


CENSUS BUREAU: LUCA feedback. Returned.


POSTAL REALTY TRUST

MN ASSOC. of TOWNSHIPS: Notice of MAT District Meeting & Legislative & Research Committee Meeting

KGM BRIDGE PROJECT UPDATE

GINGER KINSLEY: Property line dispute letter

ROY LEPAK: Letter sent to Kimberly Maki, St. Louis Cty Assistant Attorney

MN FALL MAINTENANCE EXPO 

MILLER’S ROOF COATINGS

SLC SHERIFF RESCUE THANK YOU 

NEWSLINE & STRICTLY BUSINESS

ST. LOUIS COUNTY SCHOOLS/ISD 2142 NEWSLETTER & COMMUNITY ED BOOKLET

ARVIG PHONEBOOK 

WUORI NEWSLETTER

COTTON CHRONICLE

*AGENDA ITEMS
The Township Final Levy Certification for taxes payable 2020 was received. The clerk completed the form and mailed it to the St. Louis County Auditor.

OLD BUSINESS
Property Line Dispute: Ginger Kinsley was unable to attend the meeting. She provided the Board with a copy of a letter she sent to St. Louis County Commissioner Nelson regarding the property line dispute involving the end of Bug Creek Road. Letter is on file with the clerk in the Cotton Township Office. Mrs. Kinsley has also been in contact with Deputy Brian Ball, the “garbage sheriff” who has been assigned to the case and she will provide the township with updates pertaining to this matter. 
Firewise: Will Keyes motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley that the township will compensate Larry and Mary Anne Keough for assisting the Cotton Volunteer Fire Department verify addresses and installing fire number signs. Will Keyes aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. MOTION CARRIED. Work completed can be used as in-kind time towards the firewise grant.
Arvig: Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve payment of $191.95 to be withdrawn on October 3, 2019 to pay Arvig for phone/fax/internet. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
CONTINUUM
Roads: The Cotton Township gravel pit has been found unoccupied and unlocked on several separate occasions. Clerk Julin contacted Dan Kiminski, KGM Contractors, Inc. requesting the gate be locked upon their departure and an update on the Comstock Lake Road project. KGM Contractors, Inc. provided the township with an email stating the project completion for this season is October 26, 2019. Paving will be mid October. There will be some touch up next spring for the bridge and pavement markings. A resident inquired about purchasing spoils in the gravel pit from the Comstock Lake Road project. The Board will table discussion on the sale of spoils until the project is complete. 
Supervisor Kinsley will be meeting with beaver trapper to look at Mckay Road

A letter will be sent to St. Louis County Public Works requesting them to scrape/sand icy township roads, thaw culverts and do any emergency work on township roads as needed.
Community Center: A.W. Kuettle & Sons will be repairing the roof this week. Larry Keough will replace bulbs and ballasts as needed. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to have Larry purchase six ballasts and one case of T-8 bulbs. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED.  The Board will reconsider converting to LED in the future. 
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to change the date of the October Town Board Meeting to October 9, 2019 at 6:00pm. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Meetings: Legal Seminar October 5, 2019, @9:00am, Town Board Meeting October 9, 2019 6:00pm, 
St. Louis County Township Officers Meeting @6:30pm

NEW BUSINESS
National Night Out Resolution: 
RESOLUTION #19-148

ACCEPTING DONATIONS
WHEREAS, 
Cotton Township is authorized to accept and maintain donations of real and personal property pursuant to Minnesota Statues Section 468.03 for the benefit of the citizens; and 

WHEREAS, 
The following persons and entities have offered to contribute the donations set forth below to the township:

Name of Donor


Donation

Lee Leighton


$5.00


McDonald’s Hermantown

Orange drink


Razor Sharp


$25 gift certificate


The Wilbert


Two $10.00 gift certificates & one T-Shirt


Walmart Mt. Iron


$75.00


Superone Virginia South

$50.00

WHEREAS, the terms or conditions of the donations, if any, are as follows:


Donation Number


Terms or Conditions






National Night Out

WHEREAS, All such donations have been contributed to the township for the benefit of its citizens, as allowed by law; and

WHEREAS, The Township Board finds that it is appropriate to accept the donations offered.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWN BOARD OF COTTON TOWNSHIP, ST. LOUIS COUNTY, 
MINNESOTA, AS FOLLOWS:


1. The donation described above are accepted and shall be used in accordance with noted terms or conditions either alone or in cooperation with others, as allowed by law. 

2. The town clerk is hereby directed to acknowledge to each donor the town’s acceptance of the donor’s donation.
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve and sign resolution #19-148 accepting donations for National Night Out. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED.
CDBG Program Requalification: Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve and sign added amendments requested by St. Louis County for CDBG funding. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Microsoft: The Office of the State Auditor (OSA) strongly recommends that any local government offices with computers running Windows 7 or any prior versions update computers to a supported operating system before January 14, 2020. Cotton Township is currently running Windows 7. The township’s computers and printers will likely be unable to run the new software. Treasurer Peterson and Clerk Julin will look into prices of new software, computers, printers and external hard drives. Treasurer Peterson mentioned the township has the option of signing up for a credit card that will give cash back. If the township spends at least $4,500 the first three months of opening the card they will get $500.00 back. The township is in need of a new weed whacker. The credit card is tabled until prices are determined for computer updates and the weed whacker. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes that the grounds keeper purchase a weed whacker with a harness and spend up to $500.00. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Federated Coop: Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to pre buy $4,000 worth of propane at $1.29 per gallon and spend $50.00 for the price protection plan and issue check #18153 for the amount of $4,050.00. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to increase Megan Julin’s wage for Clerk and Chronicle to $20.00 per hour and Calla Peterson’s wage for Treasurer and Chronicle to $18.50 per hour Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
As there was no further business, Will Keyes motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley that the meeting be adjourned at 6:55p.m. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Respectfully submitted,
                            



______________________________  
Approved:




Town Clerk 
_____________________________
Town Chair

  


_________________Date              

