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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                 September 10, 2020

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the Cotton Community Center to maintain social distancing due to COVID-19, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Jared Mevissen, Supervisor Will Keyes, Deputy Treasurer Steph Bergum, Treasurer Calla Peterson, Deputy Clerk Sandi Nelson and Clerk Megan Julin. Supervisor Tim Randall attended virtually via GoToMeeting until he arrived at the meeting. There were no residents or guests present.
Clerk’s minutes. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve the August 17, 2020 Board Meeting minutes as distributed. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED.
The treasurer presented the cash control statement, schedule 1 and investments.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $70,440.75; receipts $12,397.21; disbursements $11,718.40; ending balance $71,119.56
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance $119,951.18; receipts $9,274.52: disbursements $324.00; ending balance $128,901.70
CORONAVIRUS RELIEF AID: beginning balance $11,200.00; receipts $0.00; disbursements $342.48; ending balance $10,857.52 
FIRE FUND: beginning balance $5,259.60; receipts $0.00; disbursements $98.64; ending balance $5,160.96
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $16,151.74; receipts $224.00; disbursements $1,116.35; ending balance $15,259.39
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $14,381.11; receipts $500.00; disbursements $1,601.64; ending balance $13,279.47
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $13,503.72; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $13,503.72
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $31,819.83; receipts $450.26; disbursements $1,004.16; ending balance $31,265.93
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $282,707.93
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $22,845.99 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $16,205.67
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $289,348.25
OUTSTANDING CHECKS: $2,557.40
TOTAL PER BANK STATEMENT: $291,905.65
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $74,974.15
INTEREST: $1.76
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $74,975.91
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 08/31/20 $364,324.16 
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve online payment of $232.67 to be withdrawn on October 3, 2020 to pay Arvig for phone/fax/internet bill. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED.
The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Check # 
Amount

Payroll  
Period End 08/31/2020
18509-18529

$   6,989.51
Jake’s Companies LLC
Grading & mowing roadsides
18530


$   7,880.00
Norland Environmental Service Inc.
Garbage Service
18531


$      105.30
Couri & Ruppe, P.L.L.P.
Legal Services
18532


$        52.50

Forum Communications
Chronicle printing/circulation
18533


$      432.28

METRO
Copier printing fee
18534


$        45.89  

Cotton Post Office
Chronicle mailing
18535


$      240.00

Calla Peterson
Mileage & reimbursement
18536


$      105.92
Stephanie Bergum
Mileage
18537


$        44.28

Kim Erickson
Election mileage
18538


$          2.30
Megan Julin
Mileage
18539


$        64.40
Larry Keough
Mileage
18540


$        14.38
Patricia Lund
Election Mileage
18541


$        26.45

Jared Mevissen
Mileage
18542


$        62.95
Sandi Nelson
Election Mileage
18543


$          3.46
Tim Randall
Mileage
18544


$        12.08

JoAnne Saline
Election Mileage
18545


$        16.10

Cherrie Soderlund
Mileage
18546


$          4.60

Randall Yrjanson
Election Mileage
18547


$        23.00
Capital One
Tables, PPE, Subscriptions
18548


$   1,028.81

PERA
Retirement
18549


$      532.98
SLC Sheriff’s Vol. Rescue Squad
Contribution
18550


$      500.00
Lake Country Power
Electric
09201


$      283.00

Arvig
Phone/fax/internet
09202


$      209.24
Internal Revenue Service
Withholdings 
09203


$   1,083.02


Total For Period $19,762.45
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve and sign the claims list for #18509 – 18550 including debit #09201-09203 totaling $19,762.45 to pay the Bills For Payment.  Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Correspondence:
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES

AUDITOR/ELECTIONS: Election PPE needs


PUBLICWORKS: 2021 Aggregate Crushing Program*


LAND & MINERALS: Noxious weeds

STATE OF MN OFFICES


AUDITOR: E-Updates and Newsletter


DEPT OF HEALTH: Well test results and grant available*

MN TOWNSHIP ASSOC: Newsletter, updates& L&R Committee Meeting 

COURI & RUPPE, P.L.L.P.: Rate increase

LEE LEIGHTON, CONSULTANT CVFD & EVFD: Email of Town approval to contribute $1,300

COTTON CHRONICLE

LAKE COUNTRY POWER NEWSLINE

PERAphase

WUORI NEWSLETTER

PIPELINE

TECHNOLOGY EXCHANGE

ISD 2142 NEWSLETTER

*AGENDA ITEMS

OLD BUSINESS
Gravel Pit: It was determined to wait until Supervisor Randall arrived at the meeting in person to discuss.
CONTINUUM 
Roads: It was determined to wait until Supervisor Randall arrived at the meeting in person to discuss.

Community Center: The results were received from the Cotton Community Center well samples that were collected by the MN Department of Health. The results indicated the sample(s) collected was in compliance with Safe Drinking Water Rules. A new grant opportunity was received from the MN Department of Health to noncommunity transient public water systems. Cotton Township is in compliance with Safe Drinking Water Rules, therefore no action will be taken.
Cemetery: Groundskeeper cleaned up fallen trees on Cemetery Road. Supervisor Randall will contact the cemetery sexton, Bryan Tracy, to discuss if/when he can repair the road going through the new section of the cemetery and place a culvert at its entrance. 
Meetings: Town Board Meeting October 8, 2020 @ 6:00pm
NEW BUSINESS
Firewise: Members of the Cotton Volunteer Fire Department (CVFD) are meeting with Gopher One on Monday to discuss locate for 107 new 911 signs. Signs will be installed by CVFD crew this year.
Contribution Contracts: An updated Contract for Health, Social, or Recreational Services must be completed and signed when contributions are made. Clerk Julin received a picture of the gravel being hauled to the CVFD dry hydrant site. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to issue check #18551 for $1,300 to the Cotton Volunteer Fire Department and send a contribution contract with the check to be signed. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. Contribution contract will be sent with the SLC Volunteer Rescue Squad check.
Capital One: Treasurer Peterson informed the Board that a late fee and interest was charged because of late payment. The August Regular Board Meeting was changed to a later date so the check was mailed later than normal. Capital One said they will reimburse the late fee. Peterson requested to pay Capital One electronically to avoid unnecessary charges. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve electronic payment to Capital One. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Presidential Executive Order: President Trump issued an executive order in response to the COVID-19 pandemic on August 8, 2020 deferring payroll tax obligations to any employee whose wages or compensation during any bi-weekly pay period generally is less than $4,000 through December 31, 2020. Treasurer Peterson informed the Board any employee that chooses to defer payroll tax obligations must provide her with a written request and under current law the township must collect double the amount of social security tax withheld between January 1, 2021 to April 30, 2021.
American Bank: Money transfer from the Road and Bridge fund into the savings account was approved last month. The interest rate in the checking account is substantially higher than the savings account. Certificate of Deposit rates are also low. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to rescind motion to transfer $75,000 from the Road and Bridge fund to savings and leave in checking account. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

Forum Communications: Forum was payed twice unintentionally last month. Check #18496 for the amount of $420.74 was voided.
Coronavirus Relief Fund: The treasurer presented the CARES Act Expenditure Report for August 2020 and an updated report for March-July. Supervisor Mevissen is researching laptops and tablets that can be used to work remotely and equipment necessary to conduct teleconference/video conference meetings. Clerk and treasurer waiting to hear from Arvig regarding cost of running internet fiber to their homes. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to spend up to $11,200 on CARES Act eligible expenses. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

VEGA-2 Grant: Expenditure Report completed by Clerk Julin and signed by Chairperson Will Keyes. Report and required documentation will be sent to the MN Secretary of State Office. 

Saint Louis County (SLC) Public Works: No action taken on SLC Public Works 2020 Aggregate Crushing Program.
Couri & Ruppe: Effective January 1, 2021 hourly rate for general legal work and all development work will be increasing.

Broadband: Supervisor Mevissen, Treasurer Peterson, and Clerk Julin are looking into various broadband funding options available to Cotton Township. Work is ongoing.
Gravel Pit: All contractors will need approval/supervision to go into the town pit except McRae Land Improvement, Wood Brothers and Tracy Excavating. The pile of class 5 gravel will be sprayed before and after contractors are allowed in the pit. Gravel pit policy was discussed and will be redone. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen that Cotton land owners are allowed to purchase a maximum of 150 yards of pit run. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED.  
Roads: Jake’s Grading completed mowing of roadsides and did a good job. Grounds keeper will be contacted to remove a tree on N. Strand Lake Road. The Board requested Jake’s Grading return to Tanttu, Cemetery and Kauppi Lake roads after first snowfall to remove additional overhanging brush. Contractor garbage has been dropped on Kauppi Lake Road. Clerk Julin will contact Environmental Services as what the town can do with it. Culverts on Kauppi Lake (at Lambert) and N. Strand Lake roads have not been replaced, Supervisor Randall will call Rick McRae to verify approximate completion date.
The board discussed hiring a computer tech. Supervisor Mevissen can help with this work. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to post for a computer/maintenance technician, wages to be determined. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen abstain. MOTION CARRIED.  
As there was no further business, Will Keyes motioned supported by Tim Randall that the meeting be adjourned at 7:29 p.m. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Respectfully submitted,
______________________________  






Town Clerk

Approved:




 
_____________________________
Town Chair

  


_________________Date              

