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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                 October 11, 2017

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the township office, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Will Keyes, Supervisor Kourtney Kinsley, Treasurer Debbie Leppala, Deputy Treasurer Stephanie Bergum, Deputy Clerk Megan Julin and Clerk Sandi Nelson. Residents present were Jared Mevissen, Harriet Kellner, and Jim Kneeland. There was one guest, Jake Demenge.
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley to approve the September 11, 2017 board meeting minutes as distributed. Will Keyes aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
The treasurer presented the cash control statement, schedule 1 and investments.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $73,640.38; receipts $174.72; disbursements $5,543.50; ending balance $68,271.60 
ROAD & BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance $1,332.17; receipts $2,248.00: disbursements $17,806.15; ending balance (-$14,225.98)
FIRE FUND: beginning balance $4,546.28; receipts $0.00; disbursements $43.81; ending balance $4,502.47
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $16,303.68; receipts $988.96 disbursements $1,467.89; ending balance $15,824.75
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $10,604.25; receipts $0.00; disbursements $493.16; ending balance $10,111.09
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $3,697.05; receipts $61.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $3,758.05
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $28,042.40; receipts $1,217.47; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $29,259.87
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $138,166.21
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $4,690.15 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $25,354.51
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $117,501.85
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $83,109.85
INTEREST: $0.00
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $83,109.85
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 8/31/17 $200,611.70
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Will Keyes aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Tim Randall joined the meeting by conference call.
The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Check # 
Amount

Payroll  
Period End 9/30/2017
17398-17410

$   2,949.75
PERA
Retirement
17411


$      311.75
Print Corp.
Chronicle printing 
17412


$      370.00

Card Member Services
Office Supplies
17413


$      366.83 

Jake’s Grading
Grading Roads
17414


$   3,800.00

Poster Compliance
Annual Membership Fee
17415


$        79.95
Adam’s Pest Control
Pesticide
17416


$      263.94

St. Louis County Auditor
Grading Roads
17417


$ 14,499.21

St. Louis County Auditor
Snowplowing 1st Half
17418


$   5,337.50

Menards – Hermantown
Supplies
17419


$        19.65

Cotton Post Office
Chronicle Postage
17420


$      160.00

Kourtney Kinsley
Mileage
17421


$        28.89

Debbie Leppala
Mileage
17422


$        38.52
Norman Peterson
Mileage
17423


$        38.52
Tim Randall
Mileage
17424


$        10.70
Norland Sanitary Service
Garbage Service
17425


$        71.96

Lake Country Power 
Electric
10171 


$      261.00
Arvig
Telephone/internet/fax
10172


$      185.05
Internal Revenue Service
Federal withholdings
10173


$      628.46

Total For Period $29,421.68
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve and sign the claims list for #17398 – 17425, including debit #10171-10173 totaling $29,421.68 to pay the Bills For Payment. Will Keyes aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
The Treasurer informed the Board the September check numbers were incorrect. Leppala presented a corrected claims list for September and the Board signed.
Jim Kneeland expressed his concerns with the high water level on N. Strand Lake Road. He is wondering if the town has heard from the DNR since the September Board Meeting. Clerk Nelson reported she contacted Andy Schmitt from the MN DNR. He informed her that land owners that are having problems regarding beaver should contact him directly. The Clerk contacted Lepak and Olsen. She provided them with Schmitt’s number. 

Harriet Kellner and Jared Mevissen discussed ditching from Overfors’ east to the curve on Lily Lake Road. The Board informed the residents they approved to ditch the area in question at the Fall Road Review. Supervisor Randall will contact Tracy Excavating to see if the ditching can be completed before next year. Mevisson commented the trailer off of Lily Lake Road that was a potential hazard for snowplows this winter has been removed. Kneeland and Kellner left the meeting at this time. 
Correspondence:
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES


ASSESSORS: Routine revaluation

PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Aquatic Invasive Species application, Comprehensive Land Use Plan online input

PUBLIC WORKS: Right of way*, Cotton Garage road report*

STATE OF MN OFFICES

AUDITOR: E-Update, Pension Division Newsletter, 2017 Relief Association late reporting, Grant funding correction


DEPT OF REVENUE: Third quarter returns due


MN ASSOC. OF TOWNSHIPS (MAT):  Annual Conference* 

ARROWHEAD REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION: 2017-18 Transportation Alternatives 

program opening

PUBLIC UTILITIES & WATERWORKS MANAGEMENT INSTITUTE: Training programs

WEEBLY: Website bug

APEX: Virtual Reality Tour

EDWARDS OIL: Certificate of Liability

NEWSLINE

THE OUTLET

PERAPHRASE

SERVSAFE

COLONIAL LIFE

COTTON CHRONICLE
*AGENDA ITEMS
OLD BUSINESS
Cemetery: Will Keyes motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley to hire Mark Carlson to provide tree services for the township at the rate of $20.00 per hour. Will Keyes aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Janitor wage: Supervisor Keyes reported he researched several custodian wages, with the average wage being $20.56 per hour. Supervisor Kinsley checked into wages and came up with similar numbers. Past wage increases were reviewed. The Board believes the janitor’s current wage is fair. 
CONTINUUM
Community Center: Upper Lakes Chimney & Masonry provided a proposal for the chimney. They are recommending a full chimney replacement costing $3,200. Supervisor Kinsley suggested the township acquires a second proposal and recommendation. Both Kinsley and Randall are unsure a full replacement is necessary. Leppala will get proposals.
Cemetery Deed: Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes that the sale of the cemetery deed be signed by the Township Chairman and Clerk. Will Keyes aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. MOTION CARRIED. The clerk will notarize the deed after it is signed, send the original to the owners, and keep a copy of it on file in the town office. 
Roads: Supervisor Randall met with the St. Louis County Public Works Cotton Garage foreman to evaluate the township roads for the upcoming snowplowing season. The foremen mentioned Cotton Township has completed a lot of work on the roads since the last season. There are several roads that need to be brushed. Rose Lake Drive and South Strand will need the most work. The Clerk will look into contracting brush removal. Tracy Excavating will place up to ten yards of class 5 on Lily Lake Road when ditching is complete. Tracy Excavating will try to finish the ditching this fall. Fall Road Review was discussed.
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley to approve Fall Road Review. Will Keyes aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Meetings: Board Meeting November 9, 6:00 p.m., Township Officers October 25, 6:30 p.m., MAT Annual Conference November 16,17,18, 2017 
NEW BUSINESS
Jake Demenge: Jake talked about future projects he’d like to see done on the township roads. He will submit his proposal for January 2018.
St. Louis County Public Works: St. Louis County Public Works would like to acquire additional right of way from Cotton Township necessary to replace County Bridge 212, 211, and reconstruct approximately 0.82 mile of the Comstock Lake Road. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley to sign and return the letter of acknowledgement received from SLC Public Works. Will Keyes aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. MOTION CARRIED. The Board will review all the material sent by SLC Public Works and discuss it further at the November board meeting.
MAT Annual Conference: Debbie Leppala and Stephanie Bergum will be attending. 
South Strand Lake Road: The Clerk is continuing to work with the St. Louis County Land & Minerals Department for a possible easement on South Strand Lake Road.

The supervisors performed the third quarter audit. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes the foregoing summary of receipts and disbursements, as well as the itemized statement of receipts and disbursements shown on Schedule 1, Schedule 8, Cash Balance Statement, inclusive of the Clerk’s and Treasurer’s account books, have been examined and audited by and hereby approved this 11th day of October, 2017. Will Keyes aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. MOTION CARRIED.

As there was no further business, Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes that the meeting be adjourned at 7:30 p.m. Will Keyes aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. MOTION CARRIED.  
Respectfully submitted,
                            



______________________________   
Approved:




Town Deputy Clerk
_____________________________
Town Chair

  


_________________Date              

