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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                       October 9, 2019

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the township office, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Kourtney Kinsley, Supervisor Will Keyes, Treasurer Calla Peterson, Deputy Treasurer Stephanie Bergum and Clerk Megan Julin. Residents present were Tim and Cheryl Randall. There was one guest, Jake Demenge. 
Clerk’s minutes. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve the September 12, 2019 Board Meeting minutes as distributed. Will Keyes aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
The treasurer presented the cash control statement, schedule 1 and investments.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $75,767.64; receipts $0.00; disbursements $5,396.44; ending balance $70,371.20
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance $4,678.67; receipts $12.00: disbursements $4,557.80; ending balance $132.87 
FIRE FUND: beginning balance $22,233.09; receipts $0.00; disbursements $20,039.23; ending balance $2,193.86
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $17,915.92 receipts $120.00 disbursements $1,318.38; ending balance $16,717.54
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $10,152.79; receipts $0.00 disbursements $205.71 ending balance $9,947.08
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $10,138.25; receipts $00.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $10,138.25
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $29,511.87; receipts $1,288.89; disbursements $695.94; ending balance $30,104.82
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $170,398.23
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $1,420.89 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $32,213.50
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $139,605.62
OUTSTANDING CHECKS: $21,175.82
TOTAL PER BANK STATEMENT: $160,781.44
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $74,379.84
INTEREST: $0.00
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $74,379.84
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 9/30/19 $213,985.46 
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED.
The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Check # 
Amount

Payroll  
Period End 9/30/2019
18154-18165

$   3,858.44
Menards – Virginia
Light Bulb Ballast
18173


$      41.98
Forum Communications
Chronicle printing/circulation
18174


$      440.36
Norland Environmental Service Inc.
Garbage Service
18175


$      128.70

Poster Compliance Center
Annual membership fee
18176


$        69.95

Cotton Post Office
Chronicle Mailing
18177


$      160.00  

Larry Keough
Mileage
18178


$        34.51
Kourtney Kinsley
Mileage
18179


$        22.04
Calla Peterson
Mileage
18180


$      109.04
Jake’s Companies
Grading
18181


$   2,200.00     

PERA
Retirement
18182


$      459.84
Lake Country Power 
Utilities
10191


$      362.00

Arvig
Phone/fax/internet
10192


$      191.95
Internal Revenue Service
Withholdings 
10193


$      624.81
MN Dept of Revenue 
Withholdings 3rd Quarter
10194


$      151.08


Total For Period $8,854.70
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve and sign the claims list for #18154 – 18182 including debit #10191-10194 totaling $8,854.70 to pay the Bills For Payment. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Correspondence:
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES


AUDITOR/ELECTIONS: Designate polling place reminder


PLANNING DEPT: Proposed revisions to Zoning Ordinance 62; CDBG Citizen Advisory* Committee

STATE OF MN OFFICES

AUDITOR: E-Update

MNDOT: District 1 Freight plan

POLLUTION CONTROL AGENCY: Amended use designation rules for Class 2 and Class 7 waters

CARLTON COUNTY SOIL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM: Acceptance of application

KYLE YOUNG: Resignation letter*

COURI & RUPPE, P.L.L.P. LEGAL SEMINAR 

UNIVERSITY OF MN ONSITE SEWAGE TREATMENT PROGRAM

NORTHERN MN CRAFT & VENDER EXPO

MN VETERANS CEMETERY DULUTH DEDICATION CEREMONY

NEWSLINE

TECHNOLOGY EXCHANGE

WUORI NEWSLETTER

COTTON CHRONICLE

*AGENDA ITEMS

Jake Demenge gave an update on the roads. Roads will be graded one more time this year. A portion of Rose Lake Drive was missed by the grader operator all of 2019. Jake informed the Board that he had someone go out on Monday to grade that section. Kauppi Lake Road is in need of grading soon. 
Tim Randall is wondering if the old road off Moberg was kept as a cartway by the township. Clerk Julin will look into it and let him know.
OLD BUSINESS
Supervisor Kinsley spoke with beaver trapper, Mike Toumala regarding Mckay Road. If his contract with St. Louis County is renewed, he is willing to remove the beaver on McKay Road free of charge. If the contract is not renewed he would charge Cotton Township $25.00 per beaver. He carries the proper insurance and will send the township his certificate of liability. He will not be able to start trapping until October 26th. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to hire Mike Toumala to do any beaver trapping the township needs. He will be compensated $25.00 per beaver if requested. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Arvig: Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve online payment of $202.60 to be withdrawn on November 3, 2019 to pay Arvig for phone/fax/internet billing cycle October 6 -November 5. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Firewise: Larry and Mary Anne Keough verified 70 addresses on Rose Lake Drive and South Strand area. There is a private road off South Strand that does not have a road name sign, but there are eight address signs placed at the end of the road. Larry Keough will contact Gloria Erickson, Firewise Coordinator, with questions. An advertisement will be placed in the November Chronicle asking if any Cotton Township residents are in need of fire signs. The remaining 30 signs will be “first come first serve”.   
Computers: The Office of the State Auditor strongly recommends that any local government offices with computers running Windows 7 or any prior versions update your computers to a supported operating system before January 14, 2020. The computers the township owns are currently running Windows 7 and are not capable of running windows 10. Cotton Township clerk and treasurer looked at new equipment and prices at Best Buy. The Board discussed possibly purchasing or leasing a copy/scan/ fax machine from Metro Sales. The printer would replace the current scanner, fax machine, and three printers in the office. Purchasing or leasing the new machine would be a cost effective option because of prices for toner, ink, and maintenance on the older machines owned by the township. 
The Board discussed signing up for a Sparks Business Card that offers 1.5% cash back on all purchases. If the township spends $4,500 within the first three months of opening the card they will receive an additional $500. 
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley to apply for the Sparks Business Card through Capital One. Will Keyes aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley to purchase two desk top computers with Windows 10 installed, monitors, external hard drives, speakers, and all the programs needed for the township and Chronicle, and the service plan from Best Buy with the Sparks Business Card. Will Keyes aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
The Board requested more information on leasing vs renting and the maintenance agreement from Metro Sales. 

Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to increase the Speedway gas card from $200 to $500 and to purchase it with the Sparks Business Card Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED.

CONTINUUM
Roads: The gravel pit gate has been left unlocked on numerous occasions. Dan Kiminski; KGM Contractors Inc. was contacted about the same issue in September. Supervisor Kinsley contacted Dan Kiminski again, and asked him to be certain the gate is being locked upon departure. 
St. Louis County Public Work requested Hage Road be brushed to accommodate the use of larger equipment for snow removal prior to the 2019-2020 plowing season. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley to hire McRae Land Improvements to brush Hage Road. Will Keyes aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Community Center: A.W. Kuettle & Sons repaired the roof. Larry Keough examined the work they completed and was satisfied. 
Cemetery: The grounds keepers removed two trees. 
Meetings: St. Louis County Township Officers Meeting October 23 @ 6:30pm, Town Board Meeting November 14, 2019 6:00pm, 

NEW BUSINESS
Resignation: Kyle Young submitted a letter of resignation. Tim Randall expressed his interest in the position. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to appoint Tim Randall as Supervisor. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Megan Julin aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.

Employee Notice:

The 2019 Legislative Session included amendments to Minnesota’s Wage Theft Law. The amendments require townships to add additional information to issue all newly hired employees a document containing certain information. This document will be the “Employee Notice” The employee notice needs to state travel time pay and overtime pay. Travel time will be paid hourly. Overtime will be paid at time and a half for hours worked more than 40 hours per week. Overtime hours must be preapproved by a supervisor. 
CDBG Citizen Advisory Committee: The committee has an opening representing St. Louis County Association of Townships. 
The prices for advertisements in the Cotton Chronicle have not been increased since 2014. The prices should be raised to reflect the increasing costs of printing, software, wages, and postage. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to increase the price for advertisements in the Cotton Chronicle from $7.20 to $8.00 per column inch. Effective immediately. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes that pre approval must be made by the board prior to paying the difference on an employee attending a training session that doesn’t pay them as much as their township wage. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to purchase “no dumping” and “pick up pet waste” signs. No dumping signs to be placed by the dumpster and by the garbage cans in the park and the Strand Lake public access. Pick up pet waste signs to be placed in the park. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED.

As there was no further business, Will Keyes motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley that the meeting be adjourned at 6:50p.m. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Respectfully submitted,
                            



______________________________  
Approved:




Town Clerk 
_____________________________
Town Chair

  


_________________Date              

