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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                 October 8, 2020

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the Cotton Community Center to maintain social distancing due to COVID-19, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Jared Mevissen, Deputy Treasurer Steph Bergum, Treasurer Calla Peterson, and Clerk Megan Julin. Supervisor Tim Randall and Supervisor Will Keyes attended virtually via GoToMeeting. Supervisor Randall arrived at the Cotton Community Center at approximately 6:20 p.m. There were no residents or guests present.
Clerk’s minutes. Jared Mevissen motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the September 10, 2020 Board Meeting minutes as distributed. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Clerk Julin informed the board of an error in the August 17, 2020 Board Meeting minutes. The minutes read, “The final town levy form for the annual tax levy for the year of 2019 collectible in 2020 was completed by clerk Julin and returned to St. Louis County.” The dates are in correct and should read “year of 2020 collectible in 2021”

Jared Mevissen motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the correction to the dates as stated by the clerk to the August 17, 2020 Board Meeting minutes. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED.
The treasurer presented the cash control statement, schedule 1 and investments.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $71,119.56; receipts $1,382.60; disbursements $8,410.84; ending balance $64,091.32
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance $128,901.70; receipts $779.00: disbursements $7,930.03; ending balance $121,750.67
CORONAVIRUS RELIEF AID: beginning balance $10,857.52; receipts $0.00; disbursements $841.69; ending balance $10,015.83 
FIRE FUND: beginning balance $5,160.96; receipts $0.00; disbursements $69.67; ending balance $5,091.29
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $15,259.39; receipts $825.88; disbursements $1,386.24; ending balance $14,699.03
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $13,029.47; receipts $0.00; disbursements $623.98; ending balance $12,405.49
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $13,503.72; receipts $40.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $13,543.72
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $31,265.93; receipts $1,370.50; disbursements $1,800.00; ending balance $30,836.43
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $289,098.25
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $4,397.98 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $21,062.45
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $272,433.78
OUTSTANDING CHECKS: $2,882.17
TOTAL PER BANK STATEMENT: $275,315.95
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $74,975.91
INTEREST: $0.00
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $74,975.91
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 09/30/20 $347,409.69
Void receipt number 948922 because of NSF check number 2417 for $250.00 
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. Jared Mevissen motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve online payment of $206.99 to be withdrawn on November 3, 2020 to pay Arvig for phone/fax/internet bill. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED.
The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Check # 
Amount

Payroll  
Period End 09/30/2020
18552-18564

$   5,572.19
Forum Communications
Chronicle printing/circulation
18565


$      432.28

Election Systems &Software
Election Equipment Supplies
18566


$        38.06

L&M Supply
Supplies
18567


$        70.04

Cotton Post Office
Chronicle mailing
18568


$      240.00

Megan Julin
Mileage
18569


$        71.30

Larry Keough
Mileage
18570


$        46.87

Sandi Nelson
Mileage
18571


$          8.63

Calla Peterson
Mileage
18572


$      144.90

Tim Randall
Mileage
18573


$        24.73

Jared Mevissen
Training Reimbursement
18574


$        25.00

Jake’s Companies LLC
Grading
18575


$   3,600.00
McRae Land Improvements
Road work, stump grinding
18576


$   6,017.00
Poster Compliance Center
Annual membership fee
18577


$        67.95  

PERA
Retirement
18578


$      555.77
Lake Country Power
Electric
10201


$      283.00

Arvig
Phone/fax/internet
10202


$      232.67
Internal Revenue Service
Withholdings 
10203


$   1,005.52
MN Dept of Revenue
State withholdings
10204


$      360.81
Capital One
Laptop, virtual meeting equipment
10208


$ 11,320.18


Total For Period $30,116.90
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve and sign the claims list for #18552 – 18578 including debit #10201-10204 & 10208 totaling $30,762.45 to pay the Bills For Payment. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Correspondence:
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES

AUDITOR/ELECTIONS: Equipment maintenance*, CARES Act block election grant funding*


PUBLICWORKS: Waterhen Road*


ASSESSOR: Board of Appeal and Equalization training

STATE OF MN OFFICES


AUDITOR: E-Updates and Newsletter


DEPT OF HEALTH: Newsletter for Noncommunity Public Water Systems

MN TOWNSHIP ASSOC: September 2020 Newsletter 

LEE LEIGHTON: Dry Hydrant info*

OLD SCHOOL LIVES: Support Letter*

COTTON POST OFFICE: PO Box 

SHI: Pricing Proposal

LAKE COUNTRY POWER: Local Community Award

BALLOT READY: Request

COTTON CHRONICLE

LAKE COUNTRY POWER NEWSLINE

ISD 2142 COMMUNITY EDUCATION

*AGENDA ITEMS

OLD BUSINESS
Information Technology Professional: Clerk posted for position, accepting application through November 12, 2020.
Fire Wise: There are 104 address. In order for Gopher One to do the locate white flags need to be placed at each location otherwise each address needs to be called in individually which could take forever. Clerk is contacting project manager Jeff Dulinski to discuss this issue.

Dry Hydrant: Lee Leighton agent/consultant for Ellsburg Volunteer Fire Department (EVFD) requested the following items to be added to the agenda: Whether the township will provide snowplowing and grass cutting. The grounds keepers employed by Cotton Township would not be covered by workmen’s compensation at the property where the dry hydrant is located, because it is not owned by the township. The Cotton Town Board suggested that the Cotton Volunteer Fire Department (CVFD) should hire a private contractor to mow the grass on the parcel leased from St. Louis County (SLC) by CVFD. Clerk will contact the SLC Public Works regarding the possibility of them snowplowing the site.
CONTINUUM 
Roads: The roads look good, culverts were placed on N. Strand and Kauppi Lake roads. Clerk sent letter to St. Louis County Public Works requesting they scrape/sand icy township roads, thaw culverts and do emergency road work. Letter on file with clerk in the township office.
Community Center: Discussed placement and installation of virtual meeting equipment. The chairs that were rented out came back with the legs scratched and muddy. An agreement regarding the condition the tables and chairs should be in when returned needs to be created. Renters will be required to sign the agreement and give a $100 deposit prior to taking the chairs. Clerk will draft an agreement. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Will Keyes to issue check #18579 for $100 to Michelle Clark to return her chair rental deposit. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

Cemetery: McRae’s Excavating removed trees and ground stumps in cemetery and at the community center. There is a tree in the cemetery that will need to be removed by a tree service because of the size and proximity to headstones. Clerk will contact Calgaro Tree Service and request and estimate. Jared Mevissen motioned, supported by Will Keyes to spend up to $500 have the tree and stump in the cemetery removed by a professional tree services. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

Meetings: St. Louis County Township Officers October 28, 2020 @ 6:30pm, Town Board Meeting November 12, 2020 @ 6:00pm
NEW BUSINESS
Old School Lives (OSL) Support Letter: OSL is requesting a letter of support for a project they’re presenting to the IRRRB for funding. They are writing a Streetscape Grant application that will support efforts to improve and beautify the exterior of their building and grounds. The clerk presented a letter of support to the Board. Letter on file with the clerk in the town office. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to accept and send the letter of support to Old School Lives. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Well Fargo Check: Receipt number 948922 was voided because of insufficient funds. Treasurer sent a notification letter to the address on the check and has been in contact with Wells Fargo. All checks accepted for the township should have a contact number. 
Coronavirus Relief Fund: The treasurer presented the final CARES Act Expenditure Report. A copy of the CARES Act Expenditure Report, receipts, documentation and proposals are on file with the treasurer in the township office. These expenses were needed due to the COVID-19 public health emergency and were not accounted for in the current budget. Laptops and accessories were purchased for employees to work remotely when necessary and equipment was purchased to conduct teleconference/video conference meetings. Equipment for teleconference/video conference meetings are scheduled to be delivered on October 30, 2020. Other expenses included were cleaning products, masks, gloves for the community center, Supplies such as election booths, masks, cleaning products, gloves etc/ to ensure safety for voters and judges at the polling place. 

Designation of 2021 Polling Place Resolution: 
         RESOLUTION # 20-162

COTTON TOWNSHIP

ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA

DESIGNATION OF POLLING PLACE AND ABSENTEE VOTING

WHEREAS, Legislative changes made in 2017 to Minnesota Statute § 204B.16, subd. 1 require jurisdictions to designate polling places by December 31st of each year, effective for the next calendar year; and
WHEREAS, Minnesota Statute § 203B.081 require jurisdictions to designate location for absentee voting for the March Township Election;
NOW THEREFORE LET IT BE RESOLVED: that the Town Board of Cotton Township, County of St. Louis, State of Minnesota hereby designates the following location as the polling place for elections held in 2021:
Cotton Community Center

9087 Highway 53

Cotton, MN 55724

Jared Mevissen motioned, supported by Tim Randall to accept Resolution #20-162 Designation of Polling Place and Absentee Voting. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

Election Equipment Maintenance: Routine election equipment maintenance has been completed on the DS200 and the Automark. 
CARES Act Block Election Grant Resolution & Agreement: St. Louis County has been awarded CARES Act block election grant funding to assist municipalities and the county with 2020 election cycle preparation and related costs due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The grant amount that Cotton Township is eligible for is $552. The township is eligible for the entire grant amount and will not have to match any funds. 
                                                                                      RESOLUTION # 20-163

COTTON TOWNSHIP

ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA

CARES ACT BLOCK ELECTION GRANT

WHEREAS, 
St. Louis County has been awarded CARES Act block election grant funding to assist municipalities and the county with 2020 election cycle preparation and related costs due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

WHEREAS, 
The St. Louis County Board passed resolution 20-457 on September 22, 2020, using the default allocation mechanism as determined by the Office of the Minnesota Secretary of State, the sum of $552.00 will be provided by the county to Cotton Township under the CARES Act grant. 
WHEREAS,  The Town Board must pass a resolution accepting the grant.
NOW THEREFORE LET IT BE RESOLVED: The Town Board of Cotton Township hereby acknowledges that the St. Louis County Board passed resolution 20-457 on September 22, 2020, using the default allocation mechanism as determined by the Office of the Minnesota Secretary of State, the sum of $552.00 will be provided by the county to the municipality under the CARES Act grant to which the county is the Grantee, and the municipality acknowledges that it is subject to the provisions of paragraphs 1 through 5, 7 through 11 and 13 through 15 of the 2020 CARES Act Grant Agreement as if it were the Grantee.

Jared Mevissen motioned, supported by Tim Randall to accept Resolution #20-163 St. CARES Act Block Election Grant. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

Jared Mevissen motioned, supported by Tim Randall to accept the 2020 CARES Act Grant County – Municipality Agreement. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

Copies of the agreement and resolution will be sent to the St. Louis County Auditor’s Office. 
There is one missing key for the lock on the gravel pit gate. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to purchase a lock with six keys from Biss Lock. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
As there was no further business, Tim Randall motioned supported by Jared Mevissen that the meeting be adjourned at 7:13 p.m. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Respectfully submitted,
______________________________  






Town Clerk

Approved:




 
_____________________________
Town Chair

  


_________________Date              

