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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                     October 13, 2022

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the town office, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Jared Mevissen, Supervisor Sandi Nelson, Supervisor Tim Randall, Treasurer Jill Clark, Deputy Treasurer Steph Bergum, Deputy Clerk Megan Hilsgen and Clerk Megan Julin. There was one resident present, Ginger Kinsley, Old School Lives. 
Clerk’s minutes. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the September 8, 2022 Board Meeting minutes as distributed. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Check numbers 20199, 20184, and 20294 totaling $169.80 were voided after the September 2022 meeting. 
The Treasurer presented the cash control, schedule 1, investments, and other financial statements.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $49,528.37 receipts $634.00; disbursements $7,670.80; ending balance $42,491.57
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance $128,016.90; receipts $0.00: disbursements $2,428.13; ending balance $125,588.77
COVID: beginning balance $49,067.72; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $49,067.72
FIRE FUND: beginning balance $3,970.55; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $3,970.55
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $16,692.29; receipts $2,578.82; disbursements $1,418.30; ending balance $17,852.81
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $14,844.88; receipts $250.00; disbursements $1,008.41; ending balance $14,086.47
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $19,445.74; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $19,445.74
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $52,456.88; receipts $853.90; disbursements $4,762.69; ending balance $48,548.09
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $334,023.33
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $4,316.72 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $17,288.33
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $321,051.72
OUTSTANDING CHECKS: $114.33
TOTAL PER BANK STATEMENT: $321,166.05
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $55,849.99
INTEREST: $0.90
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $55,850.89
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 9/30/22 $376,902.61
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve online EFT payment of $218.96 to be withdrawn on November 3, 2022 to pay Arvig for phone/fax/internet bill. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Ginger Kinsley spoke on behalf of Old School Lives (OSL). She requested funding for upcoming arts, recreational, youth, and health related programs provided by OSL. The Board reviewed 2021 and 2022 contributions. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to contribute $4,000.00 and issue check number 20367 to Old School Lives for art, recreational, youth and health related programs. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Employee Payroll period beginning 09/01/2022 and ending 09/14/2022, check numbers 20336-20341 totaling $814.73 was reviewed. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to accept the September Employee Payroll as presented. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Claim # 
Amount

Chronicle Payroll
Period End 09/30/2022
20342-20343

$      394.12
Regular Payroll 
Period End 09/30/2022
20344-20352           
$   3,071.69
Cotton Post Office
Chronicle Mailing
20353


$      245.00

Jill Clark
Reimbursement
20354


$      135.97
Cherrie Soderlund
Mileage
20355


$        10.00
A-1 Services INC
Portable Restroom 
20356


$      155.00

Iron Range Carpet
Strip & Wax Floors
20357


$   1,500.00

Jake’s Companies LLC
Grading 
20358


$   3,400.00

Metro Sales, Inc.
Printing Fees
20359


$        98.69

Menards-Virginia
Supplies
20360


$        67.92

MN Association of Townships
Annual Conference 
20361


$      510.00

Park State Bank Credit Card
Program Subscriptions
20362


$        77.78

SLC Sheriff’s Vol. Rescue Squad
Contribution
20363


$      500.00

Wood Brothers Excavating
Ditching
20364


$      675.00

PERA
Retirement
20365


$      394.20

Forum Communications
Chronicle Printing & Circulation
20366


$      477.27
Internal Revenue Service
Withholdings
09223_2


$      134.98

MN Dept of Revenue
3rd Quarter Withholdings
09224


$      306.53

Lake Country Power 
Electric
10221


$      316.00

Arvig
Telephone/Fax/Internet
10222


$      222.86
Internal Revenue Service
Withholdings
10223


$      667.87
Total For Period  -  $13,360.88
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson to approve and sign the claims list for #20342-20366 including electronic fund transfer payment #09223_2, 09224, 10221, 10222, and 10223 totaling $13,360.88 to pay the Bills For Payment. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Correspondence:
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES

ADMINISTRATIONS: Opioid Remediation Subcommittee Overview*


COMMUNITY PARTNER: Community Partner Letter

LAND & MINERALS: Assessment search, Haig Road*

PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Proposed amendments to SLC Zoning Ordinance 62*, Variance Decision Notice

SHERIFF’S OFFICE: Disaster Loan Outreach Center (DLOC)

SOUTH ST. LOUIS SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT: Open House*

STATE OF MN OFFICES


AUDITOR: E-Updates, Pension Newsletter


DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH: Water sample results Final Report*


DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE: Fire State Aid Update


POLLUTION CONTROL AGENCY: Contact list update

TREASURY: Recovery Program Operations

MN ASSOC OF TOWNSHIPS: Sept. Newsletter, Annual Conference Info, Proxy Vote*, Local Training*

MN ASSOCIATION OF TOWNSHIPS INSURANCE & BOND TRUST (MATIT): CLC Endorsement Policy Change*, Survey*

RAMS: News & updates, Annual Dinner Invitation

LAKE COUNTRY POWER: Heater prices & specs*, Scam alert

DEPUTY JASON KUHNLY: Lily Lake Road Update*

USPS: Certified letter returned*

COURI & RUPPE LAW OFFICE: Legal Seminar Flyer

OLD SCHOOL LIVES: Contribution Request

TOWN OF WUORI: Newsletter

FAMILY OF BRUCE MAKELA: Thank you

COI’S: Speedway, Adam’s Pest Control, Jake’s Companies

PERAPHRASE NEWSLETTER

NEWSLINE

COTTON CHRONICLE

MISCELLANEOUS CATALOGS, ADVERTIZING & FLYERS

*AGENDA ITEMS

OLD BUSINESS
Annual Conference Mileage: St. Louis County Association of Township Officers did not rent a bus for the Minnesota Association of Townships (MAT) Conference. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve to reimburse mileage to town board member attending the MAT Annual Conference. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.
CONTINUUM 
Cemetery: Tree removal will be completed by Iron Range Constructors within the next couple months. 
Community Center: Heater:  Saver’s Plumbing and Heating examined the electric heater in the addition of the community center. The heater is sold by Lake Country Power and a new one would need to be purchased through them. The Board reviewed prices for a Steffes Room Unit 6.0 kW and a Steffes Transceiver. After the unit is installed and then checked out by Lake Country Power, the township would receive a $50 per kW rebate as a credit on the billing for a total of $300. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to purchase a Steffes Room Unit 6.0 kW and a Steffes Transceiver from Lake Country Power totaling $2,504.00. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. The transceiver will need to be installed by an electrician. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson to hire BZ Electric to install the transceiver. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Portable Toilet: Clerk will request A-1 Services remove the portable toilet in the park by November 1, 2022. 
Roads: Lily Lake Road Obstructions: The Board has been working with St. Louis County Sheriff’s Deputy Jason Kuhnly. He visited the property and asked the owners to move the obstructions out of the right of way. Most of the obstructions have been moved. Supervisor Randall will inquire if it is enough to appease St. Louis County Public Works with the plowing of Lily Lake Road. 
Ditching: Minnesota Department of Transportation is currently ditching the north and south side of Hwy 53 by Kauppi Lake Road. 
MEETINGS: Regular Town Board Meeting November 10, 2022 6:00 pm; St. Louis County Township Officers Meeting December 7, 2022 6:30 pm. 
NEW BUSINESS
St. Louis County Administration will be holding Opioid Settlement Funds Municipality Meetings on two separate dates in October. Meeting information was sent to Old School Lives.
St. Louis County Planning and Community Development will be holding a Planning Commission Public Hearing on Thursday, November 10, 2022, for St. Louis County Zoning Ordinance 62 proposed amendments – Short Term Rental permitting standards.
St. Louis County Land and Minerals contacted the township regarding Haig Road T5783, located on tax forfeit parcel 305-0020-02985 that is being prepared for sale. Cotton Township has not maintained Haig Road #5783 since 1981 and is considered abandoned by the town under the Marketable Title Act (MTA) Minn. Stat. § 541.023.
The township was invited to the South St. Louis Soil & Water Conservation District’s Open House, Legislative Meet up and Board Meeting on October 19, 2022. 

The Minnesota Department of Health Water Sample Final Report was absent of all contaminants. 

The Board reviewed a CLC Endorsement from the Minnesota Association of Township’s Insurance Trust Agency. 

A list of newly scheduled local trainings offered through Minnesota Association of Townships was included in the meeting packet all officers are welcome to attend. 
Check number 20213 has been re-issued several times over the past couple years. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to turn over check #20213 totaling $56.13 to the state of Minnesota, Department of Commerce, as unclaimed property if it is not cashed by October 31, 2022. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson to schedule the 2022 Semi Annual Audit for November 10, 2022, at 5:00pm. Jared Mevissen aye. Tim Randall aye. Sandi Nelson aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

The Board reviewed quotes for roofing the warming shack. Jared Mevissen motioned, supported by Tim Randall to pay Bergum Custom Builders $3,545.65 to place a new metal roof and moisture barrier over existing shingles on the warming shack. Jared Mevissen aye. Tim Randall aye. Sandi Nelson aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:05 p.m. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Respectfully submitted,
______________________________  






Town Clerk

Approved: 

_____________________________

_________________             
Town Chair

  


Date
