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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                       October 13, 2016

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:30 p.m. in the township office, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Kourtney Kinsley, Supervisor Will Keyes, Supervisor Tim Randall, Deputy Treasurer Bridget Kinsley, Treasurer Debbie  Leppala, Deputy Clerk Megan Julin and Clerk Sandi Nelson. Residents Mark Johnston and Bruce Harpster were present.
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the September 8, 2016 board meeting minutes. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.
The treasurer presented the cash control statement, schedule 1, and investments.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $69,824.62; receipts $100.00; disbursements $7,485.66; ending balance $62,438.96 
ROAD & BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance (-$39,433.13); receipts $8.00: disbursements $13.50; ending balance (-39,438.63)

FIRE FUND: beginning balance $3,326.90; receipts $0.00; disbursements $83.29; ending balance $3,243.61
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $13,513.89; receipts $1,882.00; disbursements $1,036.33; ending balance $14,359.56
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $8,541.18; receipts $0.00; disbursements $382.40; ending balance $8,158.78
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance (-$14,900.78); receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $(-$14,900.78)
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $25,275.16; receipts $241.73; disbursements $816.47; ending balance $24,700.42
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $66,147.84
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $2,231.73 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $9,817.65
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $58,561.92
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $133,288.29
INTEREST: $16.47
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $133,304.76
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 9/30/16   $191,866.68
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented
Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.
The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Check # 
Amount

Payroll  
Period End 9/30/2016
17029-17042

$   3,237.88
PERA
Retirement
17043


$      391.37
Print Corp.
Chronicle printing 
17044


$      370.00

Card Member Services
Supplies
17045


$      100.97
Menards – Virginia
Supplies
17046


$      120.65
Norland Sanitary Service
Garbage service
17047


$        80.45
Tracy Excavating
Road Work
17048


$   9,675.00
Cotton Post Office
Chronicle postage
17049


$      160.00
Debbie Leppala
Mileage
17050


$        44.28
Norman Peterson
Mileage
17051


$      206.61
Tim Randall
Mileage
17052


$        12.96
Cherrie Soderlund
Mileage
17053


$        17.28

Adam’s Pest Control
Pesticide
17054


$      263.94

Lake Country Power
Electric service
10161


$      350.00
Arvig
Telephone/Fax/Internet
10162


$      184.03
Internal Revenue Service
Federal Withholdings September
10163


$      735.06

Total For Period $15,950.48
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley to approve and sign the claims list for #17029 – 17054 including debit #10161, 10162, and 10163 totaling $15,950.48 to pay the Bills For Payment as presented. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 

Correspondence:

ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES

AUDITOR: Notice of general election 

PLANNING: Aquatic invasive species program, Variance application* 

STATE OF MN OFFICES


AUDITOR: E-Update, Pension Division Newsletter, Cotton Fire Relief Association


MN REVENUE: Online training


MNDOT: Grants 


MN DEPT OF HEALTH: Water testing results. 

US POSTAL SERVICE: PO Box

ASSOC. OF TOWSHIPS: Minutes, Notice of training, Calendars, Bus reservations* 

POSTER COMPLIANCE: Renewal

BMI: Music licensing* 

NORCRAFT COMPANIES: Corner doors

SIRLEY PETERSON: Gone from September 27 until the end of October

OLD SCHOOL LIVES: Donation request*

LOWELL AND PAT LUND: Thank you

MEADOWLANDS FAIR: Thank you

SERVSAFE

GARDEN FEST

NEWSLINE

USDA 

PERAPHRASE

THE OUTLET

IREA

PIPLINE SAFETY

COTTON CHRONICLE

*AGENDA ITEMS

RESIDENTS AND GUESTS

Mark Johnston and Bruce Harpster, members of the Cotton Volunteer Fire Department, attended the meeting on behalf of the Fire Relief Association. The Cotton VFD Relief Association is questioning the relationship between the association and the township. The Pension Division Director stated independent fire relief associations must belong to a government entity in order to have a relief association and receive state funding. The board was made aware of proposed amendments in the bylaws of raising benefit level per year of service from $700.00 to $1,000. Mark Johnston invited the board to the relief association meetings which are held quarterly on the first Monday of the month at 7:00 pm in January, April, July, and October. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley to update the 2017 retirement benefit, sick and disability benefits, and the death benefit from the current amount of $700.00 to $1,000 per year of service. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.
OLD BUSINESS

Iron Range Resources & Rehabilitation (IRRRB) playground grant reimbursement from Old School Lives should be received by the end of October.

CONTINUUM

Community Center: The garage fuel oil tank slab & curb will not be poured this year. The chimney inspection and furnace cleaning is rescheduled for November 4th. There have been problems with mice getting into the post office and community center. Window and door foam will be sprayed in openings outside of the building by the janitor to prevent any further problems. Replacement kitchen cupboard doors and drawers have been installed. Electrician will be fixing a light ballast in the post office on October 14th or 17th.
Roads/Gravel: Ditching – Bryan Tracy is planning on starting the Pioneer Lake Rd Project by the end of October. Beaver - The beaver damn was knocked down on McKay Road and eight beaver were removed. Gravel Sales – Gravel sales are limited to 50 yards per year for residents only. No sales to contractors. Permits must be filled out for every sale. John Mulhulski is not happy about where the Cotton Volunteer Fire Department is placing their dry hydrant. He was informed the town doesn’t have anything to do with where the CVFD places the hydrant. When work is completed on a road project, the project must be inspected and a Work Completion Certificate must be filled out prior to paying the contractor. Pit run can’t be taken from berm. 
Meetings: Regular board meeting November 10th, 4:30pm – MN Assoc. of Twps Conference & Annual meeting November 17th, 18th, 19th in St. Cloud – Township Officers December 7th, 6:30pm
NEW BUSINESS
St. Louis County: Planning – A variance application for Koller Road was received for consideration. The board reviewed the application and had no problems with it. General Election: Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to appoint the following trained election judges and alternates for the Tuesday, November 8, 2016 State General Election; Stephanie Bergum, Kim Erickson, Megan Julin, Bridget Kinsley, Debbie Leppala, Lowell Lund, Pat Meyer, Sandi Nelson, JoAnne Saline, Janis Wendell, Laura Yrjanson, and Randy Yrjanson. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. Meeting time change: Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to move the monthly board meeting to 4:30pm starting in November. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. BMI Music Licensing- More information is needed on this issue. Registrations for the MAT conference/bus expires November 2, 2016.
As there was no further business, Tim Randall motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley that the meeting be adjourned at 7:48 p.m. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 







Respectfully submitted,
                            



______________________________   
Approved:
_____________________________
Town Chair

  


_________________Date              

