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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                     October 12, 2023

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the town office, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Sandi Nelson, Supervisor Tim Randall, Supervisor Larry Keough, Deputy Treasurer Steph Bergum, and Clerk Megan Julin. There were no residents or guests.
Clerk’s minutes. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the September 14, 2023 Board Meeting minutes as distributed. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
The Deputy Treasurer presented the cash control, schedule 1, investments, and financial statements.

GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $45,581.60 receipts $0.00; disbursements $6,106.79; ending balance $39,474.81
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance $89,333.72; receipts $0.00; disbursements $29,400.00; ending balance $59,933.72
COVID: beginning balance $40,350.14; receipts $0.00; disbursements $445.76; ending balance $39,904.38
FIRE FUND: beginning balance $4,521.28; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $4,521.28
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $17,989.42; receipts $1,360.08; disbursements $1,385.28; ending balance $17,964.22
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $17,210.44; receipts $0.00; disbursements $105.11; ending balance $17,105.33
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $21,778.26; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $21,778.26
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $19,513.18; receipts $1,691.51; disbursements $102.67; ending balance $21,102.02
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $256,278.04
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $3,051.59 


TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $37,545.61
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $221,784.02
OUTSTANDING CHECKS: $463.30
TOTAL PER BANK STATEMENT: $222,247.32
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $131,172.30
INTEREST: $2.67
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $131,174.97
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 09/30/23 $352,958.99
ACCRUED INTEREST: $0.00
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE WITH ACCRUED INTEREST: $133,132.68
TOTAL BALANCE WITH ACCRUED INTEREST: 09/30/23 $354,916.70
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Larry Keough to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Larry Keough to approve online EFT payment of $217.72 to be withdrawn on November 3, 2023 to pay Arvig for phone/fax/internet bill. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.
At the May 11, 2023, Regular Board Meeting, the Board approved to spend up to $7,000.00 out of the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) fund to purchase a submersible pump, 3 phase converter, foam, electric, and dirt to install an underground water tank at the Cotton Fire Hall. The invoice from BZ Electric that is included in the claims list, put the total over budget. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve spending an additional $125.66 out of the ARPA fund to cover the invoice from BZ Electric. Electrical work was required to complete the installation of the underground water tank at the Cotton Fire Hall. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

Employee Payroll period beginning 09/01/2023 and ending 09/15/2023, check numbers 20747-20751 totaling $437.20 was reviewed. 

The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Claim # 
Amount

Regular Payroll
Period End 09/30/2023
20752-20758

$   2,845.02
Cotton Post Office
Chronicle Mailing
20759


$      310.00
Larry Keough 
Mileage
20760


$          9.17
Cherrie Soderlund
Mileage
20761


$          5.24
PERA
Retirement
20762


$      368.79

A-1 Services Inc
Portable Restroom
20763


$      155.00
BZ Electric, Inc.
Electric work at firehall
20764


$   1,721.34

Menards-Hermantown
Supplies
20765


$      178.98

Metro Sales, Inc.
Printing Fees
20766


$        56.36
Norland Environmental Services
Garbage Service
20767


$      148.01

St. Louis County Auditor
Election Equipment Maintenance
20768


$      255.00

Wood Brothers Excavating LLC
Road Work
20769


$   7,225.00

Park State Bank 
Subscriptions, Supplies
20770


$        85.69

Internal Revenue Service
August Withholdings
09233_1


$        90.02

Lake Country Power
Electric
10231


$      306.00

Arvig
Telephone/Fax/Internet
10232


$      218.24
Internal Revenue Service
September Withholdings 
10233


$      564.78
MN Department of Revenue
State Withholdings 3rd Quarter
10234


$      372.54


Total For Period  -  $14,915.18
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Larry Keough to approve and sign the claims list for #20752-20770 including electronic fund transfer payments # 09233_1 and #10231-10234 totaling $14,915.18 to pay the bills for payment. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES


AUDITOR: Presidential Nomination Primary information*, Executed Fund Agreement

PUBLIC WORKS: 2023 LRIP Funding, Road Improvement Request*, Shaw Pit Crushing*

LAND DEPARTMENT: Shaw Pit Crushing*

PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Community Development Newsletter, 2024 Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Prevention Grant 

PUBLIC WORKS: 2023 LRIP Funding Opportunity*, Snow removal application renewal


SHERIFF’S OFFICE: After Hours Contact Information*, September 24-25th Flooding Damage 

STATE OF MN OFFICES


AUDITOR: Weekly Updates, Pension Newsletter, CTAS and Earned Sick and Safe Time


DEPT OF HEALTH: Fall 2023 edition of Noncom Notes

DEPT OF NATURAL RESOURCES: Permit

DEPT OF REVENUE: 2023 Fire State Aid Update*


SECRETARY OF STATE: Presidential Nomination Primary Information*

FEMA: Permitting Work in Water*, Recovery Scoping Meetings, 

US DEPARTMENT OF TREASURY: 2023 Interim Final Rule Public Comment Period, Update

MENARDS: Authorized User Update*

L&M FLEET SUPPLY: Authorized User List*

MN ASSOC OF TOWNSHIPS: September Newsletter, 2023 Legislative and Research Committee Meetings Resolutions, MAT U Registration*

MN ASSOCIATION OF TOWNSHIPS INSURANCE TRUST: MN Statute 471.59

ST. LOUIS COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF TOWNSHIPS: April Minutes, Annual Meeting Bus*

SOUTH RIDGE PTSO: Contribution Request

POSTER COMPLIANCE: Employer Sponsored Meetings or Communication Posting

COURI & RUPPE: Legal Seminar Information

RAMS: Minutes, Meeting Notice, Broadband, Cumulative Impacts Legislation, 2023 Annual Dinner*

EDITH THIELKE: Fire Number

BRYAN SALO: Ryan Moats

PERAPHRASE

SPEEDWAY CERTIFICATE OF LIABILITY

COTTON CHRONICLE

MISCELLANEOUS CATALOGS, ADVERTIZING & FLYERS

*AGENDA ITEMS

The 941quaterly tax report was reviewed and treasurer will submit.
OLD BUSINESS
Civic Club Christmas Party: Upon further inspection, it would not be practical to string lights on the tree in front of the community center. Alternative options were discussed. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to spend up to $700.00 out of the Non Levy Fund on an outdoor artificial Christmas tree. MOTION CARRIED. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION
FEMA Flooding: Supervisor Randall and Clerk Julin met with representatives from FEMA on September 18, 2023 at 12:30pm for a Recovery Scoping Meeting. All projects are at 100% completion. Clerk Julin is meeting with Vanessa Jaime FEMA representative once a week via teleconference. Kim Boland, Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR), was contacted to inquire about permitting for culverts that were placed on McKay and Kauppi Lake Road. McKay Road replacement does not require a DNR public water work permit. The crossing on Kauppi Lake Road might require permitting. Additional information was requested.
American Rescue Plan Act Funding (ARPA): ARPA funds must be allocated by January 1, 2024 and projects must be completed by December 31, 2026. Several options were discussed. The Board requested quotes to purchase and install an air conditioning unit, construction of a pavilion, and repaving the north parking lot. Quotes will be reviewed next month.
MATU Registration: Cotton Township Officers now have access to MATU, a website provided by Minnesota Association of Townships that offers free township training materials. 
CONTINUUM 
Roads: St. Louis County (SLC) Public Works Snowplowing Amendment: The Board reviewed an amendment to the contract to ensure snow is cleared from in front of the Cotton Volunteer Fire Department.  Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Larry Keough to approve the amendment requesting the Cotton Volunteer Fire Department parking lot located at 7507 Comstock Lake Road be opened up when the snowplow is clearing Comstock Lake Road. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. A letter will be sent to St. Louis County Public works requesting they scrape/sand icy township roads, thaw culverts and do any emergency work on township road as necessary along with the amendment request.  
St. Louis County Improvement Requests: The township received a letter from the SLC Cotton Garage Supervisor, Dan Zezulka, that included a list of improvements that need to be done to township roads before the snowplow agreement can be approved. Supervisor Randall spoke with Zezulka and was informed the county will plow the roads without making the suggested improvements. The letter is standard and required to be sent to townships that do not have a 25 foot width clear zone in the roadway and a 15 foot height. There are SLC roads that do not meet these requirements, including their portion of Rose Lake Drive.  
Shaw Pit Crushing: The county determined that adequate materials were not available in the Shaw Pit and crushing operations ceased. The contractor was unable to produce any of the 5,000 tons of material requested by the township. All monies paid to St. Louis County  for crushing in the Shaw Pit will be refunded. 

St. Louis County Sheriff’s Office After Hours Contact: Supervisor Keough agreed to be the emergency contact for Cotton Township. 
Minnesota Department of Transportation Right of Way: MNDOT will remove all trees and brush that are in their right of way along the frontage road in front of the community center before snowfall.

Community Center: Best Buy Total Tech Membership: The membership was not used this year and will expire in January 2024. The Board requested to obtain information and prices from Paul Bunyan Computer Repairs located in Grand Rapids. 
Community Center Frig/employee use: People renting the community center have mentioned they do not have enough space in the refrigerator and freezer because it is filled with food and beverages. Supervisor Nelson will ask the facility custodian to remove all expired items and inform all employees using the refrigerator to please keep only what they need for the day. 

MEETINGS: SLC Association of Township Officers October 25, 2023 @ 6:30pm, Regular Town Board Meeting November 9, 2023 @ 6:00pm, SLC Association of Township Officers December 6, 2023 @ 6:30pm, MN Association of Townships Conference and Annual Meeting December 7-9, 2023 St. Cloud
NEW BUSINESS
RAMS 2023 Annual Dinner: The RAMS Annual Dinner is being held on the same day as the December Township Regular Board Meeting. The meeting can be rescheduled next month if any township officers would like to attend. 
MAT Annual Meeting Bus: St. Louis County Association of Township Officers will be paying for a bus to the Minnesota Association of Township Officers Annual Meeting and Conference in St. Cloud. Hotel reservations should be made as soon as possible.  
South Ridge PTSO Contribution Request: A letter was sent requesting a representative from PTSO attend a township meeting. 
Presidential Nomination Primary: The Presidential Nomination Primary will be held at the Cotton Community Center on March 5, 2024. 

Menards and L&M Fleet Supply Authorized Users: Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the list of Menards and L&M authorized users that includes Megan Julin, Larry & Mary Anne Keough, Jill Clark, Tim Randall, Sandi Nelson, Jennifer Fallang, Chelsea and Brandon Omdahl. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.

2023 Cotton Volunteer Fire Department State Aid Payments were disbursed. 
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Larry Keough that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:10 p.m. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.





Respectfully submitted,
______________________________  






Town Clerk
Approved: 
_____________________________

_________________  
Town Chair

 


Date
