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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                     October 11, 2018

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the township office, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Kourtney Kinsley, Supervisor Will Keyes, Supervisor Calla Peterson, Treasurer Debbie Leppala, Deputy Clerk Sandi Nelson and Clerk Megan Julin. Residents present were Connie Gunderson and Mark Johnston. There was one guest, Jake Demenge, Jake’s Grading.
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve the September 17, 2018 Board Meeting minutes as distributed. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 
The treasurer presented the cash control statement, schedule 1 and investments.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $96,019.39; receipts $0.00; disbursements $6,687.67; ending balance $89,331.72
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance (-$28,459.06); receipts $0.00: disbursements $7,430.45; ending balance (-$35,889.51) 
FIRE FUND: beginning balance $5,677.93; receipts $0.00; disbursements $40.49; ending balance $5,637.44
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $15,234.81 receipts $459.76 disbursements $986.08; ending balance $14,708.49
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $13,529.18; receipts $1,050.00; disbursements $1005.96; ending balance $13,573.22
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $7,019.15; receipts $114.00; disbursements $95.96; ending balance $7,037.19
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $29,859.15; receipts $636.92; disbursements $575.97; ending balance $29,920.10
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $138,880.55
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $2,260.68 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $16,822.58
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $124,318.65
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $83,741.69
INTEREST: $0.00
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $83,741.69
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 9/30/18 $208,060.34 
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Calla Peterson to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.
The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Check # 
Amount

Payroll  
Period End 9/30/2018
17791-17806

$   3,554.47
Cook News Harold
Chronicle printing & delivery 
17807


$      360.00

Cardmember Services
Supplies
17808


$      114.44
Jake’s Companies LLC
Grading 
17809


$   3,500.00
Menards-Virginia
Supplies
17810


$        47.38
Electric Systems of Duluth
Light Repair 
17811


$      278.36
Summit Companies
Fire Extinguisher Service
17812


$        79.00
Computer Resources
Computer/Printer Repair
17813


$        50.00

Cotton Post Office
Chronicle Mailing
17814


$      160.00
Debbie Leppala
Mileage
17815


$        32.16
Norman Peterson
Mileage
17816 


$        77.94
Calla Peterson
Mileage
17817


$          2.73

Cherrie Soderlund
Mileage, Reimbursement
17818


$        25.93

Cotton Fire Fighters Relief Assoc.
Fire State Aid & Supplemental Aid
17819


$ 17,480.29

Sandi Nelson
Mileage
17820


$          2.18

Larry Keough
Mileage
17821


$          2.29
PERA
Retirement
17822


$      345.88
L&M Supply
Lawn mower & mulching kit
17823


$   2,288.98

Lake Country Power 
Electric Utilities 
10181 


$      286.00
Arvig
Telephone/internet/fax
10182


$      188.62
Internal Revenue Service
Withholdings 
10183


$      759.10
Wex Bank
Gas
10186


$        36.82

Total For Period $29,672.57
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve and sign the claims list for #17791 – 17823 including debit #10181, 10182, 10183, and 10186 totaling $29,672.57 to pay the Bills For Payment. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 
Jake Demenge, Jake’s Grading, gave an update on the roads. There was standing water on Cemetery Road, Supervisor Keyes was able to drain the water using a shovel. Jake suggested reclaiming the shoulders on Cemetery Road to avoid this issue in the future. The Board plans on getting it done next year. Jake informed the Board that the roads will be graded once more this year weather permitting. 

Connie Gunderson requested a status report and update on Kauppi Lake Road. She is concerned about water on the road that she feels is due from ditches and failing culverts. She continues to offer financial resources, human labor resources and expert resources. Clerk Julin stated the Board decided to ask Bryan Tracy, Tracy Excavating, to ditch around the first curve and replace that culvert on Kauppi Lake Road at the August meeting. Kim Boland, Minnesota Department of Natural Resources Area Hydrologist was contacted regarding the outlet culvert on Kauppi Lake Road and are waiting to hear back from her. Supervisor Keyes mentioned the first culvert was supposed to be replaced last year but Bryan didn’t get to it. Replacing the culvert was also on the 2018 Road Review. 
Correspondence:
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES

ASSESSOR: Update on Board of Appeal & Equalization


AUDITOR: Error for the 2015 tax forfeited land apportionment 


PLANNING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Public Hearing for Land Use Plan Draft


SHERIFF RESCUE: Thank you

STATE OF MN OFFICES

AUDITOR: E-Update, Pension Division Newsletter

DEPT of REVENUE: Fire State Aid

MANAGEMENT & BUDGET: Update

PERA: Resolution for CVFD retirement*

MNSURE: Notice of employee eligibility 

MN ASSOC. OF TOWNSHIPS (MAT): Survey for Fire Chiefs, October 2018 Update

SUPERAMERICA: Changing to Speedway.  

CALLA PETERSON: Request from CVFD for letter of support for grant*

KAREN BUSSERT: Go ahead, brush around stop sign on Lily Lake Road

RICK McRAE: Start the brushing at the Cemetery in October

COTTON CHRONICLE

COOK NEWS-HERALD

ST. LOUIS COUNTY NEWS & UPDATES

NEWSLINE

PERAPHASE

*AGENDA ITEMS

OLD BUSINESS
North Strand Lake Road: Waiting to hear back from Kim Boland, DNR Area Hydrologist. Clerk Julin will contact her for an update. There was discussion between the Board and Mark Johnston regarding beaver activity off of Bug Creek Road behind Mark Johnston’s and surrounding properties. 
CONTINUUM
Roads: Supervisor Kinsley will contact Tracy Excavating to discuss remaining items on the 2018 Road Review. Kauppi Lake Road is under water and will take priority over ditching on Lily Lake Road. Supervisor Kinsley will ask Bryan to ditch around the first curve on Kauppi Lake Road and replace the first culvert. Will Keyes motioned supported by Kourtney Kinsley to utilize Jake’s Grading or McRae Land Improvements LLC if Tracy Excavating is unable to complete the work requested on Kauppi Lake Road as soon as possible. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.
Community Center: A new Cub Cadet lawn mower and mulching kit was purchased from L&M Supply as the groundskeepers were having problems with the old Husqvarna. The groundskeepers removed trees that had fallen on Cemetery Road.  Leppala informed the Board there have been issues with the furnace and Larry Keough will continue to monitor that. There are problems with the copy machine. Leppala will set up an appointment to have it fixed. The Clerk’s printer problem was repaired by Computer Resources. The tape recorder broke and a new one was ordered. The fax machine isn’t working. Kourtney Kinsley motioned supported by Calla Peterson to purchase a new fax machine. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 
Cemetery: Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve and sign the cemetery deed for William and Joyce Ellis. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. Deed will be mailed to owner.

Meetings: St. Louis Cty, Township Officers October 24, 2018, 6:30 p.m.; Town Board Meeting November 8, 2018, 6:00 p.m.;  MAT Conference & Annual Meeting November 15-17, 2018 
There will be three Board members attending the Annual Conference. Cotton Township won two free registrations at the St. Louis County Township Officers Annual Meeting last May.

NEW BUSINESS
Donation Resolutions: Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve resolution #18-132 to accept a donation of $44.00 from Lee Leighton for the park. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve resolution #18-133 to accept a donation of $150.00 from Kathryn Wolter for the cemetery. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.
Supervisor Peterson discussed the importance of turnout gear for the Cotton Volunteer Fire Department (CVFD). CVFD wants to apply jointly with the Ellsburg Volunteer Fire Department for a grant to purchase a turnout gear washer/extractor/dryer(s). CVFD is requesting a letter of intent from Cotton Township that is required to apply for the grant. 

Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Calla Peterson to approve the letter written by the clerk to the State Fire Marshall supporting the Cotton Volunteer Fire Department’s need for a turnout gear washer/extractor/dryer(s). Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes approves the Cotton Volunteer Firefighters Relief Association will be turning over the retirement plan to Public Employees Retirement Association (PERA). All money required will be transferred from the Special Fund to PERA, the General Fund will be transferred to the Cotton Volunteer Fire Department. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approved resolution # 18-134 the Cotton Volunteer Firefighters Relief Association opting to join the voluntary statewide lump-sum volunteer firefighter retirement plan. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.
As there was no further business, Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes that the meeting be adjourned at 6:58 p.m. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 
 





Respectfully submitted,
                            



______________________________   
Approved:




Town Clerk 
_____________________________
Town Chair

  


_________________Date              

