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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                 November 09, 2017

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the township office, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Will Keyes, Supervisor Tim Randall, Supervisor Kourtney Kinsley, Treasurer Debbie Leppala, Deputy Treasurer Stephanie Bergum, Deputy Clerk Megan Julin and Clerk Sandi Nelson. Resident and guests present were Connie Gunderson, Jane Larson, and Rick McRae.
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the October 11, 2017 board meeting minutes as distributed. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 
The treasurer presented the cash control statement, schedule 1 and investments.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $68,271.60; receipts $153.04; disbursements $4,140.49; ending balance $64,284.15 
ROAD & BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance (-$14,225.98); receipts $0.00: disbursements $23,676.30; ending balance ($37,902.28) 
FIRE FUND: beginning balance $4,502.47; receipts $0.00; disbursements $28.95; ending balance $4,473.52
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $15,824.75; receipts $1,004.08 disbursements $1,372.58; ending balance $15,456.25
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $10,111.09; receipts $150.00; disbursements $203.36; ending balance $10,057.73
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $3,758.05; receipts $10.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $3,768.05
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $29,259.87; receipts $1,366.10; disbursements $142.41; ending balance $30,483.56
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $117,501.85
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $2,683.22 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $29,564.09
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $90,620.98
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $83,109.85
INTEREST: $142.41
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $83,252.26
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 10/31/17 $173,873.24 
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.
The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Check # 
Amount

Payroll  
Period End 10/31/2017
17426-17440

$   4,026.03
Print Corp.
Chronicle printing 
17441


$      370.00

Curtis Oil
Furnace maintenance 
17442


$      308.00 

Tracy Excavating
Road Work
17443


$   4,225.00

Menards - Hermantown
Supplies
17444


$        35.29
MN Association of Townships
Annual Conference
17445


$      330.00
St. Louis County Assoc. of Townships
Annual Dinner
17446


$      120.00
St. Louis County Assoc. of Townships
Transportation 
17447


$      208.00

Cotton Post Office
Chronicle Postage
17448


$      160.00

Mark Carlson
Mileage
17449


$        17.12
Debbie Leppala
Mileage
17450


$        41.73
Norman Peterson
Mileage
17451


$        41.73
Cherrie Soderlund
Mileage
17452


$          4.28
Jake’s Grading
Grading Roads 
17453


$   3,700.00
PERA
Retirement
17454


$      465.64

Lake Country Power 
Electric
11171 


$      269.00
Arvig
Telephone/internet/fax
11172


$      240.00
Internal Revenue Service
Federal withholdings
1117-3


$      936.00

Total For Period $15,497.82
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley to approve and sign the claims list for #17426 – 17454, including debit #11171, 11172, and 1117-3 totaling $15,497.82 to pay the Bills For Payment. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 
Connie Gunderson expressed her concerns with the Board’s decision to have beaver trapped on Kauppi Lake Road. She felt the decision was environmentally shortsighted and fiscally cost ineffective. There was discussion on innovative ways to address the issue in the future. Gunderson requested Cotton Township purchase Minncor Beaver Pond Levelers. She stated St. Louis County Commissioner Keith Nelson agreed to match monies needed to purchase and install two levelers on Kauppi Lake Road. Gunderson presented the Board with a letter and information on the levelers. The decision was tabled at this time. The Board will investigate the levelers further before making a decision. Gunderson would like to be notified before any trapper is hired again.  
Rick McRae presented a proposal for brush removal on Rose Lake Drive. Discussion. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Will Keyes to send letters to residents on Rose Lake Drive and hire Rick McRae to complete right of way clearing. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. Rick mentioned he would be interested in brushing and mowing roadsides in the future. He thanked the Board and left the meeting.
Correspondence:
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES


LAND & MINERALS: Tax forfeited parcels

PLANNING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: 2018 CDBG Application and Award Process

STATE OF MN OFFICES

AUDITOR: E-Update, Pension Division Newsletter, 2017 Cotton Fire Relief Association Financial and Investment Reporting Entry & Schedule Form for Lump-Sum Pension Plans


MnDOT: Township map*


MN ASSOC. OF TOWNSHIPS (MAT):  Pre-Registration Deadline 


MN ASSOC. OF TOWNSHIPS AGENCY (MATIT): Property valuation program


MN PUBLIC FACILITIES AUTHORITY: WIF Worksheet

ST. LOUIS COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF TOWNSHIPS: Minutes

POSTER COMPLIANCE: One year plan extension

OLD SCHOOL LIVES: Donation request*

NORMAN PETERSON: Request for payment increase

ASSOC. OF US POSTAL LESSORS: Educational Meeting

JARED M: Email concerning Lily Lake Rd

MCRAE LAND IMPROVEMENTS: Brushing Proposal

UofM WATER RESOURCES CENTER: Onsite Sewage Treatment Program

RINKE NOONAN: Conference

NEWSLINE

WOURI NEWSLETTER

PIPELINE SAFETY

COTTON CHRONICLE
*AGENDA ITEMS
OLD BUSINESS
Cemetery: Will Keyes motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley to retroactively increase Mark Carlson’s wage to $25.00 per hour plus an additional $2.00 per hour heavy maintenance totaling $27.00 per hour, balance to be paid in December. Will Keyes aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 
St. Louis County Public Works: The Board requested Steven Kniefel, Right of Way Agent, attend the December Town Board meeting to answer questions and concerns regarding the temporary easement of the Cotton gravel pit being requested by St. Louis County Public Works.  
CONTINUUM
Community Center: The Township is waiting on a second proposal/opinion for the chimney. Tabled until more information is acquired.  

Roads: Supervisor Randall stated Tracy Excavating will continue ditching Lily Lake Road in the spring and replace the culvert on McKay Road. 

Meetings: MAT Annual Conference November 16,17,18, 2017, Township Officers Meeting December 6th,  6:30 p.m., Board Meeting December 14th, 6:00 p.m.  
NEW BUSINESS
MN Association Of Townships & Bond Insurance Trust (MATIT): Cotton Township was selected for a property valuation program being conducted by MATIT. An insurance audit was completed and paid for by MATIT. 

Old School Lives: Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Tim Randall to make a contribution of $2,000 to Old School Lives for general operating purposes (utility payment). Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 
Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT): the Geographic Information and Mapping Section at the MnDOT along with the Minnesota Association of Townships are currently updating Status Land Maps. Any corrections regarding locations and data on the map for Cotton Township will be indicated and returned to MnDOT. 
St. Louis County Land and Minerals: A letter was acknowledged informing the Board of a Cotton Township parcel that was tax forfeited on October 3, 2017.
As there was no further business, Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall that the meeting be adjourned at 7:35 p.m. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.  
Respectfully submitted,
                            



______________________________   
Approved:




Town Deputy Clerk
_____________________________
Town Chair

  


_________________Date              

