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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                    November 8, 2018

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the township office, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Kourtney Kinsley, Supervisor Will Keyes, Supervisor Calla Peterson, Treasurer Debbie Leppala, Deputy Treasurer Stephanie Bergum, Deputy Clerk Sandi Nelson and Clerk Megan Julin. There was one guest present, Jake Demenge, Jake’s Grading.
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve the October 11, 2018 Board Meeting minutes as distributed. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 
The treasurer presented the cash control statement, schedule 1 and investments.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $89,331.72; receipts $159.76; disbursements $6,997.51; ending balance $82,493.97
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance (-$35,889.51); receipts $0.00: disbursements $3,504.91; ending balance (-$39,394.42) 
FIRE FUND: beginning balance $5,637.44; receipts $17,480.29; disbursements $17,510.17; ending balance $5,607.56
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $14,708.49 receipts $873.60 disbursements $1,155.15; ending balance $14,426.94
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $13,573.22; receipts $0.00; disbursements $504.83; ending balance $13,068.39
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $7,037.19; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $7,037.19
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $29,920.10; receipts $1,320.46; disbursements $142.41; ending balance $31,098.15
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $124,318.65
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $19,834.11 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $29,814.98
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $114,337.78
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $83,741.69
INTEREST: $142.41
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $83,884.10
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 10/31/18 $198,221.88 
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.
The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Check # 
Amount

Payroll  
Period End 10/31/2018
17824-17837

$   3,835.54
Cook News Harold
Chronicle printing & delivery 
17838


$      360.00

Cardmember Services
Supplies
17839


$      132.97
Jake’s Companies LLC
Grading/Roadwork 
17840


$ 11,550.00
Menards-Virginia
Supplies
17841


$        67.35
Range Paper
Supplies 
17842


$      247.58
St. Louis County Auditor
Snowplowing 1st Half
17843


$   5,947.50
METRO
Copier Repair
17844


$      493.82
Cotton Post Office
Bulk Rate Renewal
17845


$      225.00

Cotton Post Office
Chronicle Mailing
17846


$      160.00
Larry Keough
Mileage
17847


$          4.58

Will Keyes
Mileage
17848 


$          9.81

Debbie Leppala
Mileage
17849


$        28.89
Sandi Nelson
Mileage
17850


$        36.24

Kourtney Kinsley
Reimbursement
17851


$      129.45

Calla Peterson
Mileage
17852


$          4.69
PERA
Retirement
17853


$      417.18
Lake Country Power 
Electric Utilities 
11181 


$      292.00
Arvig
Telephone/internet/fax
11182


$      188.36
Internal Revenue Service
Withholdings 
11183


$      867.67
Wex Bank
Gas
11186


$        35.61

Total For Period $25,034.24
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve and sign the claims list for #17824 – 17853 including debit #11181, 11182, 11183, and 11186 totaling $25,034.24 to pay the Bills For Payment. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 
Jake Demenge, Jake’s Grading, gave an update on the roads. Two culverts were replaced on Kauppi Lake Road and multiple loads of gravel placed. Beavers have the creek plugged between Kauppi Lake Road and Cemetery Road. The road is in good shape now and should smooth out after it’s plowed. All of the roads were graded a final time for 2018. Rose Lake Drive was graded and potholes were able to be cut out and filled. Jake’s Companies LLC claim# 17840 was discussed. The Board requested a proposed contract from Jake’s Companies LLC prior to the December 13, 2018 Town Board Meeting. Contract proposals will also be requested from Tracy Excavating and McRae Land Improvements LLC. Current contracts expire on January 1, 2019. Bryan Tracy; Tracy Excavating was contacted first regarding the emergency work that needed to be done on Kauppi Lake Road. Bryan couldn’t complete the work in a timely manner and agreed Jake’s Companies LLC should complete the work. Bryan also mentioned, his hoe is broken and he would not be able to complete the ditching on Lily Lake Road this year. 
Correspondence:
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES

AUDITOR: Election updates and information 

PLANNING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Comprehensive Land Use Plan Update Hearing Continued

STATE OF MN OFFICES

AUDITOR: E-Update

DEPT of EMPLOYMENT: Contact person for Occupational Employment Statistics Report*

DEPT of NATURAL RESOURCES: Update on DNR survey on lake outlets 

DEPT of REVENUE: Board of Appeal update. 

MN ASSOC. OF TOWNSHIPS (MAT): Updates

ST. LOUIS CTY. ASSOC OF TOWNSHIPS: Minutes

COTTON FIRE RELIEF ASSOCIATION SC-18

SERVICE MASTER: Proposal to strip & refinish floors *

CURTIS OIL: Will no longer service furnace & air conditioner

JOEL MILLER: Request for a map of Cotton

FOODSAFE: Registration for Food Manager courses

U of M Onsite SEWAGE TREATMENT PROGRAM: Registration

COTTON CHRONICLE

COOK NEWS-HERALD

NEWSLINE & strictly business 
HOPE CHURCH PUMPKIN PICNIC

MAT TOWNSHIP INSIDER

TOWN OF WUORI NEWSLETTER

*AGENDA ITEMS

OLD BUSINESS
North Strand Lake Road: An email was received from Kim Boland, DNR Area Hydrologist. She will contact the clerk when she gets the results from the DNR Survey crew and discuss what the results mean for the runout control for Strand Lake and how they’re influencing lake levels. She is also working on providing the township information regarding the lake outlet culvert on Kauppi Lake Road. She mentioned this culvert would require permitting if replacement is necessary. 
CONTINUUM
Roads: Supervisor Keyes brushed around the stop sign located on Lily Lake Road at the intersection of North Strand Lake Road. There was discussion about relocating the stop sign and/or placing an additional stop sign on North Strand Lake Road. It will be discussed further during the Spring Road Review. The Township Roads are in good condition and a Fall Road Review will not be done this year. Spring Road Review will be scheduled in 2019.
Cemetery: Tracy Excavating removed a stump in the cemetery and smoothed over the french drain. McRae Land Improvements had to make adjustments in his schedule due to all the rain in October. He will be clearing the trees in the cemetery in the coming weeks. 
Community Center: The furnace has been running better. AireServ is schedule to clean it in December. Arvig repaired wires connecting to the fax machine and it is working again. Perpich TV & Appliance is repairing the sound system. The copy machine was repaired by METRO. A member of the VFW will be given a key to the community center because they rent it frequently. Leppala mentioned the garage is crowded and suggested taking apart the risers to make more room. The Board approved. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve Service Master strip and refinish the floors in the community center. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 
Meetings: MAT Conference & Annual Meeting November 15-17, 2018; St. Louis County Township Officers December 5, 2018, 6:30 p.m.; Town Board Meeting December 13, 2018, 6:00 p.m.  
NEW BUSINESS
MN Department of Employment: The clerk will contact the MN Department of Employment with questions regarding the Occupational Employment Statistics (OES) Report.

Election Resolutions: Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve resolution #18-135 Designation of Polling Place and Absentee Voting. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.
#18-135 Designation of Polling Place and Absentee Voting
WHEREAS, Legislative changes made in 2017 to Minnesota Statute § 204B.16, subd. 1 require jurisdictions to designate polling places by December 31st of each year, effective for the next calendar year; and

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statute § 203B.081 require jurisdictions to designate location for absentee voting for the March Election;
NOW THEREFORE LET IT BE RESOLVED: that the Town Board of Cotton Township, County of St. Louis, State of Minnesota hereby designates the following location as the polling place for elections and absentee voting for March Election held in 2019: Cotton Community Center, 9087 Highway 53, Cotton, MN 55724
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve resolution #18-136 Appointing the 2019 Absentee Ballot Board consisting of the following election judges; Stephanie Bergum, Sandi Nelson, Megan Julin. 
#18-136 Appointing the 2019 Absentee Ballot Board
WHEREAS, 
Minnesota Statues Section 203B.121, subd.1 requires the town board, as the governing body of the town, to appoint a ballot board to process all absentee ballots returned to the town clerk for the town election scheduled to be held on Tuesday, March 12, 2019; and 

WHEREAS, 
the ballot board must consist of election judges trained in the handling of absentee ballots, or staff trained as election judges; and
WHEREAS,  even though only two members are required to meet whenever an absentee ballot needs to be processed, the ballot board must consist of at least the same number of members as the minimum number of required election judges for the town election, which pursuant to Minnesota Statues Section 204B.22 has been determined to be 3 for the March 2019 Town election for Cotton Township; and

WHEREAS,  the Town Board for Cotton Township has appointed its election judges for the March 2019 Town election as required by Minnesota Statues Section 204B.21; 

NOW THEREFORE LET IT BE RESOLVED: That the Town Board of Cotton Township hereby appoints the following election judges to serve as the ballot board required to perform all duties required in the processing of absentee ballots under Minnesota Statues Section 203B.121 and all other applicable statutes and rules;



Stephanie Bergum, Sandi Nelson, Megan Julin  

Be It Further Resolved: That the Town Board of Cotton Township hereby authorizes any member of the ballot board to be compensated as required by Minnesota Statues Section 203B.121, when said member performs any required duty of the ballot board.   

Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Calla Peterson to order internet protection at the clerk’s discretion. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.
Wage Schedule: The wage schedule was disbursed and discussed. Nelson asked the Board to consider giving Julin a raise as the Chronicle Editor. Tabled. Leppala requested Deputy Treasurer Stephanie Bergum’s wage be increased to $16.00 per hour effective immediately. Calla Peterson motioned, supported by Will Keyes to increase Stephanie Bergum’s wage as Deputy Treasurer from $12.48 per hour to $16.00 per hour effective immediately. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve check# 17854 for $290.00 to the Minnesota Department of Health for the community center food license. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.
Third Quarter Reports: Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve the Treasurer’s Third Quarter Report. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. All in favor. MOTION CARRIED. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Calla Peterson to approve the Clerk’s Third Quarter Report. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 

As there was no further business, Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes that the meeting be adjourned at 7:05 p.m. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 
 





Respectfully submitted,
                            



______________________________   
Approved:




Town Clerk 
_____________________________
Town Chair

  


_________________Date              

