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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                    November 9, 2023

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the town office, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Sandi Nelson, Supervisor Tim Randall, Supervisor Larry Keough, Treasurer Jill Clark, Deputy Treasurer Steph Bergum, Deputy Clerk Jesse Simek and Clerk Megan Julin. There was one resident present, Norm Peterson; CC Riders Snowmobile Club.
Clerk’s minutes. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the October 12, 2023 Board Meeting minutes as distributed. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
The Treasurer presented the cash control, schedule 1, investments, and financial statements.

GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $39,474.81 receipts $197.79; disbursements $5,812.88; ending balance $33,859.72
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance $59,933.72; receipts $0.00; disbursements $7,225.00; ending balance $52,708.72
COVID: beginning balance $39,904.38; receipts $0.00; disbursements $1,721.34; ending balance $38,183.04
FIRE FUND: beginning balance $4,521.28; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $4,521.28
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $17,964.22; receipts $210.93; disbursements $762.52; ending balance $17,412.63
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $17,105.33; receipts $0.00; disbursements $121.11; ending balance $16,984.22
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $21,778.26; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $21,778.26
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $21,102.02; receipts $964.65; disbursements $431.52; ending balance $21,635.15
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $221,784.02
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $1,373.37 


TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $16,074.37
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $207,083.02
OUTSTANDING CHECKS: $7,536.55
TOTAL PER BANK STATEMENT: $214,619.57
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $131,174.97
INTEREST: $0.00
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $131,174.97
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 10/31/23 $338,257.99
ACCRUED INTEREST 11/15/2022 – 10/31/2023: $2,389.23
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE WITH ACCRUED INTEREST: $133,564.20
TOTAL BALANCE WITH ACCRUED INTEREST: 10/31/23 $340,647.22
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Larry Keough to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Larry Keough to approve online EFT payment of $222.36 to be withdrawn on December 3, 2023 to pay Arvig for phone/fax/internet bill. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Employee Payroll period beginning 10/01/2023 and ending 10/15/2023, check numbers 20771-20775 totaling $727.67 was reviewed. 

The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Claim # 
Amount

Regular Payroll
Period End 10/31/2023
20776-20781

$   2,914.00
A-1 Services Inc
Portable Restroom
20782


$      155.00

Forum Communications
Printing & Circulation
20783


$   1,141.00

Jake’s Co. LLC dba Kivi Trucking
Grading
20784


$   1,540.00

Metro Sales, Inc.
Printing Fees
20785


$        60.55

Menards-Virginia
Supplies
20786


$        22.97

St. Louis County Auditor
Snowplowing First Half 2023-2024
20787


$   6,246.40
Cotton Post Office
Chronicle Mailing & Stamps
20788


$      376.00
Jennifer Fallang
Mileage & Reimbursement
20789


$        52.84

Larry Keough 
Mileage
20790


$          3.28
Brandon Omdahl
Mileage
20791


$          2.62

Jill Clark
Mileage
20792


$        19.65

PERA
Retirement
20793


$      440.02
Park State Bank 
Subscriptions, Supplies
20794


$      251.15

Menards-Hermantown
Supplies
20795


$        24.99
Lake Country Power
Electric
11231


$      306.00

Arvig
Telephone/Fax/Internet
11232


$      217.72
Internal Revenue Service
October Withholdings 
11233


$      710.82

Total For Period  -  $14,485.01
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson to approve and sign the claims list for #20776-20795 including electronic fund transfer payments #11231-11233 totaling $14,485.01 to pay the bills for payment. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES


AUDITOR: 2024 Election Timeline and Preparations, Mandatory PNP Clerk Training*, Polling 

Place Resolutions update*

ASSESSOR: Local Board of Appeal and Equalization Training*

PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Department Organization*, Niska Conclusion*

PUBLIC WORKS: Proposed Amendment*, Snowplowing Application Approval

STATE OF MN OFFICES


AUDITOR: Weekly Updates, Pension Newsletter


MANAGEMENT & BUDGET: Supplier Portal Account Changes


DEPT OF NATURAL RESOURCES: Public Water Work Permit*

FEMA: Contract Work Summary Record, Small Permanent Work Project Certifications and 

SLFRF: Interim Final Rule Webinar

Acknowledgements, Essential Elements of Information*

SOCIAL SECURITY: Online Registration Process Changes


MN ASSOC OF TOWNSHIPS: October Newsletter, ARPA Funds Allocation Dates*, New CDL Requirements Survey Response Requested, Proposed Bylaw Changes*, Annual Meeting and Conference Invitation, Registration Information, SAM.gov information

ST. LOUIS COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF TOWNSHIPS: September Minutes, 2024 Meeting info

RAMS: Minutes, Meeting Notice, Annual Dinner*, Storm Water Info, Broadband Meeting*, LCCMR Vacancy, Membership Rate Increase, Board of Directors Nomination Form*

ARROW ASPHALT: Quote*

MARK WILCOX COMPUTER SERVICES, INC.*

CERTIFICATE OF LIABILITY WOOD BROTHERS EXCAVATING

WUORI NEWS LETTER

L&M AUTHORIZED PURCHASER LIST RECEIVED

CHRONICLE THANK YOUS

COTTON CHRONICLE

MISCELLANEOUS CATALOGS, ADVERTIZING & FLYERS

*AGENDA ITEMS

Norman Peterson stated there are four rolls of snow fencing in the township garage that are no longer used. He requested the township donate the fencing to CC Rider’s Snowmobile Club.  Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Larry Keough to donate four rolls of snow fencing from the garage to CC Riders Snowmobile Club. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

OLD BUSINESS
Civic Club Christmas Party: Supervisor Keough discussed using a real tree this year rather than artificial and is researching prices. Outdoor lights will be set to a timer. Christmas party decorations and activities were discussed. Township supervisors were invited to the next Civic Club meeting November 28, 2023.
FEMA Flooding: Kim Boland; MN Department of Natural Resources, confirmed public water work permits are not required for the culverts placed on McKay and Kauppi Lake Roads. All documents and forms requested from FEMA have been submitted. 
American Rescue Plan Act Funding (ARPA): The Board reviewed the quote received from Arrow Asphalt to repave the north parking lot. The correct allocation date of ARPA funds is December 31, 2024, not January 1, 2024. Projects must be completed by December 31, 2026. The MN Department of Transportation may be responsible for the cost of culverts and pavement replaced in their right of way in front of the community center. Prices will be revisited in the spring. Tabled. 
Summit Fire Protection will be inspecting fire extinguishers in the community center and garage next week.
CONTINUUM 
Roads: St. Louis County (SLC) Public Works Snowplowing Amendment: The proposed amendment regarding the Cotton Fire Hall parking lot is not acceptable to Public Works and will not be incorporated into the agreement. The 2023/2024 Snowplow Application was approved. 
Community Center: Best Buy Total Tech Membership was canceled. Paul Bunyan Computer Repairs and Mark Wilcox Computer Services, Inc pricing and services were reviewed. Mark Wilcox offers onsite services and is located in Mt. Iron. No contract is required. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to have Mark Wilcox Computer Services perform tune ups on both desktop computers. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. The Board reviewed security system information that was dropped off by a sales representative from DSC Communications. The current security system installed in the community center is sufficient. Several renters have complained about the sound quality of the microphones in the community center. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson to approve purchasing two microphones and spending up to $500.00. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.
MEETINGS: MN Association of Townships Conference and Annual Meeting December 7-9, 2023 St. Cloud, Regular Town Board Meeting November 9, 2023 @ 6:00pm
The SLC Association of Township Officers meeting scheduled for December 6, 2023 was canceled. 

Effective Jan. 1, 2024, Minnesota’s earned sick and safe time law requires employers to provide paid leave to employees who work in the state. An employee is eligible for sick and safe time if they work at least 80 hours in a year for an employer in Minnesota and are not an independent contractor. Employees must be notified by January 1, 2024.  
The MN Association of Townships (MAT) Conference and Annual Meeting will be held December 7-9, 2023 in St. Cloud. Meals purchased at the conference are reimbursable by the township.

NEW BUSINESS
MAT Bylaw Changes: Proposed MAT bylaw changes were reviewed. Supervisor Randall, Supervisor Keough and Treasurer Clark will not be attending the MAT Annual Meeting. Supervisor Randall and Keough appointed Sandi Nelson to vote on their behalf. Deputy Treasurer Stephanie Bergum was appointed by Treasurer Clark to vote on her behalf.  Proxy forms were completed and will be submitted to MAT.  
RAMS 2023 Annual Dinner: There will be no town board members attending the RAMS dinner.
Deposit Tickets: Treasurer Clark stated there is one Park State Bank deposit ticket left. The smallest order that can be purchased is 300 tickets. Deposit tickets are rarely used because of mobile deposits.  There was discussion about the necessity of triplicate copies. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Larry Keough to approve purchasing triplicate deposit tickets. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.
2024 Election Updates: The Presidential Nomination Primary will be held at the Cotton Community Center on March 5, 2024. St. Louis County will be having Mandatory Clerk training in December.
Local Board of Appeal & Equalization: Supervisors Keough and Randall need to complete training prior to February 1, 2024. 
Variance Request/Facts and Findings: The Board has no comment.
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Larry Keough that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:08 p.m. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.






Respectfully submitted,
______________________________  






Town Clerk
Approved: 
_____________________________

_________________  
Town Chair

 


Date
