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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                  November 15, 2021


The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the township office, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Tim Randall, Supervisor Jared Mevissen, Supervisor Sandi Nelson, Treasurer Calla Peterson, Deputy Treasurer Steph Bergum, Deputy Clerk Megan Hilsgen and Clerk Megan Julin. There was one guest present, Chad Walsh. 
Clerk’s minutes. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the October 14, 2021 Board Meeting minutes as distributed. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
The treasurer presented the cash control statement, schedule 1 and investments.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $59,121.08 receipts $145.72; disbursements $7,600.00; ending balance $51,666.80
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance $124,667.28; receipts $0.00: disbursements $7,326.84; ending balance $117,340.44
COVID: beginning balance 23,755.92; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $23,755.92
FIRE FUND: beginning balance 3,540.23; receipts $0.00; disbursements $41.81; ending balance $3,498.42
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $16,495.65; receipts $946.36; disbursements $1,327.70; ending balance $16,114.31
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $10,857.81; receipts $150.00; disbursements $216.62; ending balance $10,791.19
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $16,313.52; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $16,313.52
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $51,175.99; receipts $1,203.70; disbursements $82.85; ending balance $52,296.84
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $305,927.48
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $2,445.78 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $16,595.82
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $291,777.44
OUTSTANDING CHECKS: $2,140.86
TOTAL PER BANK STATEMENT: $293,918.30
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $55,532.65
INTEREST: $82.85
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $55,615.50
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 10/31/21 $347,392.94 
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Treasurer Peterson informed the board that Arvig had an audit conducted and it was determined they were over charging the township. A credit in the amount of $191.14 was applied to the November statement making the total balance due $ (-93.85)
Employee Payroll period beginning 10/01/2021 and ending 10/14/2021, check numbers 18990-18992 totaling $385.52 was reviewed and signed by the supervisors.
Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve check #18997 that includes heavy maintenance road work performed by Jared Mevissen. Tim Randall aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Jared Mevissen abstain. MOTION CARRIED.
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve check #19003 compensating Sandi Nelson for performing Cotton Chronicle editing and proofing. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson abstain. MOTION CARRIED. 

The food license renewal for 2022 from the Minnesota Department of Health is included in the claims list. 

The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Claim # 
Amount

Regular Payroll 
Period End 10/31/2021
18993-19001   

$   3,947.89
Chronicle Payroll
Period End 10/31/2021
19002-19004 

$      558.57
MN Assn of Twps Insurance Trust
Workers’ Compensation
19005


$      779.00
METRO
Printing Fee
19006


$        49.15
MN Department of Health
Food License Renewal
19007


$      290.00
Wood Brothers Excavating LLC
Road Work
19008


$   2,135.00

Jake’s Companies
Grading
19009


$   2,200.00

Federated Co-op, Inc.
Propane
19010


$      442.59

St. Louis County Auditor
1st Half Snowplowing 2021-2022
19011


$   5,947.50

Menards – Virginia
Supplies
19012


$      215.91
Cotton Post Office
Chronicle Mailing
19013


$      245.00

Calla Peterson
Mileage
19014


$        33.60

Larry Keough
Mileage
19015


$          2.80  

Randy Moberg
Mileage & Reissue Check #18965
19016


$      153.72
Will Keyes
Reissue Check #18824
19017


$        56.13
Forum Communications
Chronicle Printing & Circulation
19018


$      480.31
PERA
Retirement
19019


$      531.03

Norland Environmental Service Inc.
Garbage Service
19020


$      132.21

Lake Country Power
Electric
11211


$      317.00
Arvig
Phone/fax/internet
11212


$      216.88
Internal Revenue Service
Withholdings for November
11213


$      936.40
Total For Period  -  $19,670.69
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson to approve and sign the claims list for #18993-19020 omitting #18997 & #19003, including electronic fund transfer payments #11211-11212, and 11213 totaling $19,250.41 to pay the Bills For Payment. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Total claims approved total $19,670.69

The Treasurer commented that check numbers 18824 and 18965 were voided due to being lost either in the mail or by the recipient. 

Correspondence:
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES

ASSESSOR: Local Board of Appeal and Equalization training

AUDITOR: Election and Redistricting info*, Lisa Sweet switching departments 

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES: 2022 Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) tipping fee increase

HUMAN RESOURCES: Job announcements 

FIREWISE COORDINATOR: Planning for disaster training*

STATE OF MN OFFICES


AUDITOR: E-Updates, Pension Newsletter

DEPT. OF EMPLOYMENT AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: Determination Notice

DEPT. OF HEALTH: Food license renewal*, public water systems


SECRETARY OF STATE: National Notary Public Day

MN ASSOC OF TOWNSHIPS: Audited financial statements, October Newsletter

MN ASSOC OF TOWNSHIPS INSURANCE AND BOND TRUST: Workers’ comp renewal and audit

PERA: Training notice

SIMEK: Request to vacate

COURI & RUPPE: Carlson Addition information

CHAD WALSH: Agenda request*

CAPITAL ONE: Rewards credit redeemed

COSTCO: Advertisement poster

VOLLARA: Advertisement Air and Surface Pro

SUMMIT: Fire inspection reminder*

NEWSLINE

WLSSD BIOSOLIDS DIGES

WUORI NEWSLETTER

COTTON CHRONICLE

MISCELLANEOUS CATALOGS, ADVERTIZING & FLYERS

*AGENDA ITEMS

The board heard from Chad Walsh. He is running for St. Louis County Sherriff in 2022. He introduced himself and explained what the role of the sheriff includes. Citizen involvement is very important. He feels he brings a different perspective on how business should be done and how people should be represented because of his diverse background. He spoke briefly about businesses he owns. Ross Littmen will not be running next year. Mr. Walsh thanked the board for their time.
OLD BUSINESS

Automatic External Defibrillator (AED) Training: The Clerk reached out to Stellar Medical and Equipment to request a demonstration and is waiting to hear back on possible dates. 
W-2 Corrections: Treasurer Peterson is waiting for final revisions and an estimate from Walker Giroux & Hahne. 
CONTINUUM 
Roads: List of Roads Recorded: The list of Cotton Township roads and the map on file at the St. Louis County Recorder’s office will be examined thoroughly during 2022 Spring Road Review. South Strand Lake Road: Wood Brothers Excavating placed and leveled approximately 98 yards of class 5 to cover soft spots. Ditching was completed near the intersection of S. Strand and Evergreen. It will be determined in the spring whether or not more ditching needs to be done. Lily Lake Road: There are still obstructions in the right of way on Lily Lake Road. Road Supervisor Randall will reach out to residents and request obstruction are removed by next week. If the obstructions are not removed, the township will submit a complaint form to St. Louis County. Supervisor Mevissen noticed there is a mailbox that could be installed with concrete on Lily Lake Road. He is concerned that it could be a safety issue. Supervisor Randall stated the township can not make a resident remove his mailbox that is up to the post office. If St. Louis County Public Works damages a mailbox while plowing, then they will be liable. There is a curve sign on Lily Lake Road that is unnecessary seeing there is a stop ahead sign, it should be removed in the spring. Larry Keough inventoried road signs in the town garage. List on file with the clerk in the town office.  
Community Center: Rentals: Discussion on rental prices for funerals. Supervisor Nelson feels funerals should be free of charge. Churches in the area are not always large enough to accommodate everyone. There was discussion about who is considered a resident. There aren’t many funeral rentals from nonresidents anyway. The families usually do a very good job cleaning afterwards. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall that all funerals are free of charge at the community center. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. MOTION CARRIED. Fire Extinguishers: Larry Keough met with Summit to examine the fire extinquishers and they are good until next year. Fire proof cabinets: The Board will look into different options and prices. Tabled. The Clerk spoke with Mike Erickson, Post Master for the Cotton Post Office. He submitted work orders for the floors and is hoping they will be replaced next spring. Steph Bergum asked if the outlets in the kitchen can be marked to indicate what breaker they are on. Clerk will ask Larry Keough if he can work on it.
MEETINGS: Town Board Meeting December 9, @ 6:00pm; St. Louis County Township Officers Meeting December 1, @ 6:30pm

Discussion on the township holding meetings both in person and virtually. There has not been a resident or guest who has attended a meeting virtually for several months and the emergency order is no longer in effect. It is also costing the township money each month. Beginning in December, the township will no longer offer meetings virtually. 
NEW BUSINESS
Contracts: Cotton Volunteer Fire Department (CVFD) 2022 contract was sent to the CVFD President. The current contract expires on December 31, 2021. Tracy Excavating is willing to commit to another year as sexton at the Cotton Lakeview Cemetery. Prices are the same as last year. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson to approve and sign the 2022 Cotton Lakeview Cemetery Sexton Contract. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

Cartway Carlson Addition: There was a request to vacate a portion of the alley shown on the plat of Carlson Addition to Cotton on file in the Office of the Register of Deeds in St. Louis County, Minnesota, bounded on the south by Arkola Road, bounded on the west by Lot 23 of Carlson Addition to Cotton, bounded on the north by Lot 24 of Carlson Addition to Cotton and bounded on the east by lots 20, 21 and 22 of Carlson Addition to Cotton. The township attorney was contacted, and he advised the township request the property owner sign an agreement to pay costs associated with vacation of road. The costs were estimated to be approximately $1,000. The property owner chose to not go through with the vacation. If it becomes an issue they will revisit the possibility at that time.
Park State Bank: Certificate of Deposit: Rates were requested but have not been received. Supervisor Nelson suggested sending Park State Bank a formal letter requesting Savings, checking and CD rates. Tabled. Signatures: Will Keyes was removed from the bank account and Megan Hilsgen was added. Checks: New checks need to be ordered before 2022. The old checks show the wrong routing number from American Bank. 
Designation of Polling Place and Absentee Voting Resolution: 2022 elections and absentee voting will be held at the Cotton Community Center. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve and sign Resolution #21-179 Designation of Polling Place and Absentee Voting.  Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Meetings/Mileage: Mileage, heavy maintenance, and training should be clarified on the wage schedule. Clerk will make revisions and present to the Board at the next meeting. Supervisor Nelson feels that Randy Moberg’s wage should be increased. Larry and Mary Anne started in September 2018 at $16.00/hour and were told at that time they would receive a $2.00 raise January. Randy has been doing a very good job and knows what he’s doing. Clerk Julin mentioned he goes above and beyond for instance replacing floor tiles, repairing the south door, and installing a door stopper. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson to increase Randy Moberg’s wage to $18.50 per hour effective immediately to reflect on his next check. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:35 p.m. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Respectfully submitted,
______________________________  






Town Clerk

Approved: 



 
_____________________________

_________________             
Town Chair

  


Date
