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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                  November 14, 2019

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the township office, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Kourtney Kinsley, Supervisor Will Keyes, Supervisor Tim Randall, Treasurer Calla Peterson, Deputy Clerk Sandi Nelson and Clerk Megan Julin. There were no residents or guests. 
Clerk’s minutes. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve the October 9, 2019 Board Meeting minutes as distributed. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 
The treasurer presented the cash control statement, schedule 1 and investments.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $70,371.20; receipts $143.64; disbursements $4,933.40; ending balance $65,581.44
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance $132.87; receipts $0.00: disbursements $2,222.04; ending balance (-$2,089.17) 
FIRE FUND: beginning balance $2,193.86; receipts $0.00; disbursements $43.39; ending balance $2,150.47
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $16,717.54 receipts $72.00 disbursements $1,471.68; ending balance $15,317.86
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $9,947.08; receipts $0.00 disbursements $182.19 ending balance $9,764.89
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $10,138.25; receipts $20.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $10,158.25
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $30,104.82; receipts $294.56; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $30,399.38
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $139,605.62
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $530.20 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $8,852.70
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $131,283.12
OUTSTANDING CHECKS: $56.13
TOTAL PER BANK STATEMENT: $131,339.25
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $74,379.84
INTEREST: $0.00
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $74,379.84
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 10/31/19 $205,662.96 
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Tim Randall to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve online payment of $206.44 to be withdrawn on December 3, 2019 to pay Arvig for phone/fax/internet bill. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye.  Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve ACH payment of $309.00 and $51.00 to Lake County Power for the next six months. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.
Treasurer informed Board that check #18153 to Federated Co-ops for $4,050.00 was voided as it could not be used. Checks #18166-18172 were void due to a clerical error. 
The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Check # 
Amount

Payroll  
Period End 10/31/2019
18183-18194

$   4,291.16
Jake’s Companies
Grading
18195


$   3,600.00
McRae Land Improvement
Culverts/screen/gravel placement
18196


$   4,830.00

Forum Communications
Chronicle printing/circulation
18197


$      701.44
Card Member Services
Office Supplies
18198


$      366.49
St. Louis County Auditor
1st half of snowplowing 2019-2020
18199


$   5,947.50
Norland Environ. Service
Garbage service
18200


$      257.40

Menards-Virginia
Hall supplies
18201


$        88.62

Cotton Post Office
Chronicle mailing
18202


$      235.00
Megan Julin
Mileage
18203


$        70.76  

Larry Keough
Mileage
18204


$        33.64
Sandi Nelson
Mileage & reimbursement
18205


$        16.85
Calla Peterson
Mileage
18206


$        34.80
Ruth Ultican
Mileage
18207


$          4.06

A.W. Kuettel & Sons
Com Center roof repair
18208


$   2,350.00  
PERA 
Omitted deductions
18209


$   2,866.39   

PERA
Retirement
18210


$      927.49
Lake Country Power 
Utilities
11191


$      360.00

Arvig
Phone/fax/internet
11192


$      202.60
Internal Revenue Service
Withholdings 
11193


$      767.82

Total For Period $27,952.02
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve and sign the claims list for #18183 – 18210 including debit #11191-11193 totaling $27,952.02 to pay the Bills For Payment. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED 
Correspondence:
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES


AUDITOR/ELECTIONS: Registration for Presidential Nomination Primary training. Election reminders for the 2020 March Township Election.*  


PLANNING DEPT: CDBG Final Applications; Aquatic Invasive Species Program; Revisions to Zoning Ordinance 62.


SHERIFF’S OFFICE: Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan meetings.*

STATE OF MN OFFICES

AUDITOR: E-Update, Pension Newsletter

SECRETARY OF STATE: Notice of 2020 Presidential Nomination Primary; National Notary Public Day.

DEPT OF REVENUE: Registration for the Board of Appeal & Equalization.*

MN ASSOCIATION OF TOWNSHIPS: Reminder of MAT Annual Conference, MN Benefit Association, Letter on Education Program.*

A.W. KUETTEL: Proposal for building damage.*

DARRYALL ROBERG: Letter regarding building damage.* 

RICOH: New printer information.*

OLD SCHOOL LIVES: Request for old printer.*

FEDERATED CO-OPS: Propane safety information

MCRAE LAND IMPROVEMENTS: Culvert screen*

MN LTAP: Workshop

NEWSLINE/STRICTLY BUSINESS

NORTHSPAN

WUORI NEWSLETTER

COTTON CHRONICLE
*AGENDA ITEMS

OLD BUSINESS
Employee Notice/Travel Pay: Travel pay was discussed and will stay at the employee’s hourly wage. Employee notices were dispersed to the Board. Notices signed and returned to Treasurer.
CONTINUUM
Roads: Rick McRae fabricated and installed the culvert screen for Kauppi Lake Road and sent pictures of the screen for town file. Supervisor Keyes talked to McRae and he said he finished all the work from the Road Review. Supervisor Keyes said the work on Kauppi Lake Road looks good.  
Gravel Pit: Don Triebwasser’s 1000 tons of gravel was removed from the pit. Supervisor Kinsley will contact Dan Kiminski, KGM Contractors, Inc., regarding payment for gravel used for the St. Louis Cty. Public Works project on Comstock Lake Road. The payment for the gravel is due December 10, 2019.
Community Center: A.W. Kuettle: Larry Keough met with A.W. Kuettle & Sons regarding the damage to the building by the Post Office where a car hit it. Kuettle will fabricate/paint and install panels but the paint will not match exactly or they can remove existing panels on opposite side of building to replace damaged panels and it would match better. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to accept the A.W. Kuettle & Sons proposal for the $3,300 to remove existing panels from opposite side and use at damaged area and put new panels on opposite and send proposal to Roberg’s insurance. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to have A.W. Kuettle & Sons do the work needed on the outside of the building according to the proposal for $3,300. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Tim Randall to have Larry Keough do repairs to the wooden framework of the inside of building from the car damage after Kuettle is done. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to have A.W. Kuettle & Sons do any metdal work on inside of building if needed. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.
Copier/printer: Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to purchase Ricoh MP C307 copier/printer for $2,685, including maintenance agreement from Metro Sales, Inc. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Tim Randall to donate old printer to Old School Lives, Inc. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.
Pest Control: Larry Keough will take care of the pest control in the community center.
Fire Extinguishers: Larry Keough will check the extinguishers in the building and garage monthly. 
Meetings: St. Louis County Township Officers Meeting December 4 @ 6:30pm, Town Board Meeting December 12, @ 6:00pm, SLC Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan Meeting December 13 @ 2:00-4:00pm at SLC Public Works Building, Virginia.
NEW BUSINESS
Election Resolutions/Judges/Training: Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve the Designation of Polling Place and Absentee Voting Resolution 19-149. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.

DESIGNATION OF POLLING PLACE AND ABSENTEE VOTING
WHEREAS, Legislative changes made in 2017 to Minnesota Statute § 204B.16, subd. 1 require jurisdictions to designate polling places by December 31st of each year, effective for the next calendar year; and
WHEREAS, Minnesota Statute § 203B.081 require jurisdictions to designate location for absentee voting for the March Township Election;
NOW THEREFORE LET IT BE RESOLVED: that the Town Board of Cotton Township, County of St. Louis, State of Minnesota hereby designates the following location as the polling place for elections held in 2020:

Cotton Community Center

9087 Highway 53

Cotton, MN 55724

Adopted by the Cotton Town Board, November 14, 2019

Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve the Appointing the 2020 Absentee Ballot Board Resolution 19-150. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.
APPOINTING THE 2020 ABSENTEE BALLOT BOARD
WHEREAS, 
Minnesota Statues Section 203B.121, subd.1 requires the town board, as the governing body of the town, to appoint a ballot board to process all absentee ballots returned to the town clerk for the town election scheduled to be held on Tuesday, March 10, 2020; and 

WHEREAS, 
the ballot board must consist of election judges trained in the handling of absentee ballots, or staff trained as election judges; and
WHEREAS,  even though only two members are required to meet whenever an absentee ballot needs to be processed, the ballot board must consist of at least the same number of members as the minimum number of required election judges for the town election, which pursuant to Minnesota Statues Section 204B.22 has been determined to be 3 for the March 2020 Town election for Cotton Township; and
WHEREAS,  the Town Board for Cotton Township has appointed its election judges for the March 2020 Town election as required by Minnesota Statues Section 204B.21; 
NOW THEREFORE LET IT BE RESOLVED: That the Town Board of Cotton Township hereby appoints the following election judges to serve as the ballot board required to perform all duties required in the processing of absentee ballots under Minnesota Statues Section 203B.121 and all other applicable statutes and rules;



Stephanie Bergum, Sandi Nelson, Janis Wendell  

Be It Further Resolved: That the Town Board of Cotton Township hereby authorizes any member of the ballot board to be compensated as required by Minnesota Statues Section 203B.121, when said member performs any required duty of the ballot board. 

Adopted by the Cotton Town Board, November 14, 2019

Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve Pat Lund, JoAnne Saline, Laura Yrjanson, Sandi Nelson, and Stephanie Bergum as election judges and alternates for the Tuesday, March 10, 2020 Town Election. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.

Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve Stephanie Bergum, Kim Erickson, Megan Julin, Debbie Leppala, Lowell Lund, Pat Lund, Sandi Nelson, JoAnne Saline, Janis Wendell, Laura Yrjanson, and Randy Yrjanson as election judges and alternates for the Tuesday, March 3, 2020 Presidential Nominating Primary. The clerk may make election judge appointments to fill vacancies should they occur. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.

Election training for the Presidential Nomination Primary is December 12, 2019 and will be done by SLC Auditor. MAT will be putting out a webinar and the clerk would like to use that for training the town election judges. Training for local election judges is January 14, 2020.
Interested Officer Resolution: Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve the Authorizing Work Project With Interested Officers Resolution 19-151. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall abstained. MOTION CARRIED.
AUTHORIZING WORK PROJECT WITH INTERESTED OFFICER

UNDER M.S. § 471.88, subd. 5
WHEREAS, 
Cotton Township, St. Louis County, Minnesota is seeking the performance of the following services: To check township roads and gravel pit and order any emergency road work. 

WHEREAS, 
Tim Randall is a supervisor of Cotton Township and will be financially interested in the project for the following reason: He is directly providing the service as an employee of the Township.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the town board, upon a vote of the supervisors with the interested officer abstaining, finds that the project price is lower than the price at which the services could be obtained elsewhere at this time;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the town board, pursuant to M.S.§§§ 365.37; 471.88, subd. 5; and 471.89, does hereby authorize Tim Randall, Supervisor to perform this work.
Adopted by the Cotton Town Board, November 14, 2019

Board of Appeal and Equalization Training: Tim Randall needs to take the training. Tim has information to take the training online.
MN Department of Health Application/License: Clerk will fill out the application to receive the special events license. Health Dept inspection was done, town needs a food thermometer (which disappears regularly), check the refrigerator temperature, need germicidal bleach for cleaning. Need to run dishwasher to check temperature levels.   

Contracts: Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Tim Randall to send all town contract to the town attorney, Couri and Ruppe, P.L.L.P. to review to suggest changes or additions. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.

Delinquent Bills: Kyle Young has not paid his bill of $43.20 to the Chronicle for an ad he ran. 
Card Member Services/Capital One: Kourtney Kinsley motioned supported by Will Keyes to cancel the Card Member Services credit card. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. Capital One is the new town credit card. Larry Keough will carry a town card from Capital One.
Kourtney Kinsley will come in to check on the cameras on the building.
As there was no further business, Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes that the meeting be adjourned at 7:13 p.m. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.

Respectfully submitted,
                            



______________________________  
Approved:




Town Deputy Clerk 
_____________________________
Town Chair

  


_________________Date              

