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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                  November 10, 2022

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the town office, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Jared Mevissen, Supervisor Sandi Nelson, Supervisor Tim Randall, Treasurer Jill Clark, Deputy Treasurer Steph Bergum, Deputy Clerk Megan Hilsgen and Clerk Megan Julin. There were no residents or guests present. 
Clerk’s minutes. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the October 13, 2022 Board Meeting minutes as distributed. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. Jared Mevissen motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the October 27, 2022 Special Meeting Minutes as distributed. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Check number 20390 was voided due to being printed with the incorrect mailing address.
The Treasurer presented the cash control, schedule 1, investments, and other financial statements.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $42,491.57 receipts $4,498.91; disbursements $6,499.05; ending balance $40,491.43
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance $125,588.77; receipts $1,863.47: disbursements $4,075.00; ending balance $123,377.24
COVID: beginning balance $49,067.72; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $49,067.72
FIRE FUND: beginning balance $3,970.55; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $3,970.55
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $17,852.81; receipts $1,259.11; disbursements $1,312.83; ending balance $17,799.09
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $14,086.47; receipts $0.00; disbursements $43.97; ending balance $14,042.50
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $19,445.74; receipts $0.00; disbursements $155.00; ending balance $19,290.74
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $48,548.09; receipts $1,462.01; disbursements $6,078.13; ending balance $43,931.97
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $321,051.72
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $9,083.50 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $18,163.98
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $311,971.24
OUTSTANDING CHECKS: $751.82
TOTAL PER BANK STATEMENT: $312,723.06
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $55,850.89
INTEREST: $78.13
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $55,929.02
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 10/31/22 $367,900.26
Jared Mevissen motioned, supported by Tim Randall to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson to approve online EFT payment of $215.89 to be withdrawn on December 3, 2022 to pay Arvig for phone/fax/internet bill. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Employee Payroll period beginning 10/01/2022 and ending 10/14/2022, check numbers 20369-20372 totaling $681.50 and Chronicle Payroll check number 20368 totaling $43.47 was reviewed. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to accept the October Employee and Chronicle Payroll as presented. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Claim # 
Amount

Chronicle Payroll
Period End 10/31/2022
20373-20374

$      438.26
Regular Payroll 
Period End 10/31/2022
20375-20381           
$   3,976.74
A-1 Services INC
Portable Restroom 
20382


$      237.67

Forum Communications
Chronicle Printing & Circulation
20383


$      541.45

Jake’s Companies LLC
Grading 
20384


$   3,000.00

Lake Country Power 
Electric Heater
20385


$   2,504.00

Menards-Virginia
Supplies
20386


$       127.51

MN Association of Townships
Training Fees 
20387


$      340.00

Norland Environmental Service Inc.
Garbage Service (6 months)
20388


$      888.06
St. Louis County Auditor
Snowplowing 2nd Half 2022/2023
20389


$    5,947.50

Bergum Custom Builders
Warming Shack Roof
20390


$    3,545.65

Cotton Post Office
Chronicle Mailing
20391


$      245.00

Jill Clark
Reimbursement & Mileage
20392


$      492.50
Megan Julin
Mileage
20393


$      240.00
Jared Mevissen
Mileage
20394


$      205.00

Randy Moberg
Mileage 
20395


$        38.75

Larry Keough
Mileage
20396


$        35.00

PERA
Retirement
20397


$      498.00

Metro Sales, Inc.
Printing Fees
20398


$        56.07

Election Systems & Software
Thermal Paper for DS200
20399


$        38.46

Park State Bank Credit Card
Hotel Room Conference, Adobe
20400


$      302.64

Couri & Ruppe
Legal Services
20401


$      345.00

MATIT
Workers Compensation Insurance
20402


$      839.00
Lake Country Power 
Electric
11221


$      316.00

Arvig
Telephone/Fax/Internet
11222


$      218.96
Internal Revenue Service
Withholdings
11223


$   1,015.49
Total For Period  -  $26,432.71
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve and sign the claims list for #20373-20402 including electronic fund transfer payment #11221, 11222, and 11223 totaling $26,432.71 to pay the Bills For Payment. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Correspondence:
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES


ELECTIONS: Updates

LAND & MINERALS: 2022 Noxious Weed Annual Report*, Assessment search

PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Board of Adjustment Facts and Findings, Broadband Newsletter

PUBLIC HEALTH: Community partner letter

SHERIFF’S OFFICE: Lily Lake Road Right of Way*

STATE OF MN OFFICES


AUDITOR: E-Updates, Pension Newsletter


DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH: Bacteriological Investigation Report, Noncom Notes


DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE: LBAE Training Completion, Online training available

TREASURY: Update on Treasury Contact Center Operations

PERA: Employer Update

MN ASSOC OF TOWNSHIPS: Newsletter, Annexation feedback, Election Judge info, 

MN ASSOCIATION OF TOWNSHIPS INSURANCE & BOND TRUST (MATIT): Workers’ Compensation Renewal and Payroll Audit

RAMS: News & updates, Minutes, Annual Dinner Invitation*, RAMS Board Nomination form*

COURI & RUPPE LAW OFFICE: Election Judge Information

SAVER’S PUMBING & HEATING: Supply duct Quote* 

PARK STATE BANK: Authorized Signers Change Request*, Investment Interest Rates*

IAN RAMFJORD: Cemetery update

COI’S: Bergum Custom Builders, Iron Range Constructors, 

FAHRNER ASPHALT SEALERS: Double Chip Seal Information*

CVFD: Thank you card

NEWSLINE

TOWN OF WUORI NEWSLETTER

COTTON CHRONICLE

MISCELLANEOUS CATALOGS, ADVERTIZING & FLYERS

*AGENDA ITEMS

OLD BUSINESS
Appointing Election Judges: Election Judges were appointed, and paperwork was filed prior to the November 8, 2022, General Election.
CONTINUUM 
Cemetery: Tree removal was delayed due to weather. Work will be completed next week, weather permitting. 
Community Center: Heater:  The electric heater in the community center addition was ordered from Lake Country Power and will arrive sometime this month. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to accept Saver’s Plumbing & Heating proposal to install two new supply ducts into the town office area. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. CC Riders Snowmobile Club will be removing their trail groomer from the township garage and storing it in their new garage as soon as they’re able. The township will need to take over heating payments if the Board chooses to keep the building heated throughout the winter. Tabled. 
Roads: Ditching was completed, and culvert replaced on South Strand Lake Road. Due to excessive rain, the outhouse in the park will be removed next year. Discussion about ditching on Lily Lake Road. Ditching was completed from Overforses’ to bottom of the hill. Supervisor Mevissen feels it should be ditched around the corner east to west. This will need to be examined in the spring. The Board reviewed double chip seal information provided by Fahrner Asphalt Sealers. They would be able to come in the spring to examine the roads and provide a free estimate. Tabled. Supervisor Mevissen mentioned the shoulder on Lily Lake Road and North Strand have secondary ditches. Some of the other roads probably do too. This can be examined in the spring as well. Lily Lake Road Obstructions: St. Louis County Sheriff’s Deputy Jason Kuhnly notified the Board he has been in contact with property owners on Lily Lake Road and the obstructions have been moved back. He took updated photographs of the vehicles in their new positions. 
MEETINGS: St. Louis County Township Officers Meeting December 7, 2022 6:30 pm; Regular Town Board Meeting December 8, 2022 6:00 pm; RAMS Annual Dinner and Meeting Iron Trail Event Center December 15, 2022 5:00 pm
NEW BUSINESS
Government Funds Banking Resolution: Park State Bank signatures need to be updated. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve resolution #22-196 Government Funds Banking Resolution. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

RESOLUTION # 22-196

GOVERNMENT FUNDS BANKING RESOLUTION
Entity:

Town of Cotton/ Cotton Township

Financial
Park State Bank

PO Box 126



Institution:
8401 Unity Drive PO Box 415


9087 Hwy 53





Mt. Iron, MN 55768
Cotton, MN 55724


BE IT RESOLVED THAT,

1) The Financial Institution named above is designated as the depository for the funds of the Town of Cotton, which may be withdrawn on checks, drafts, advices of debit, notes or other orders for the payment of monies bearing the appropriate number of signatures.

2) This resolution shall continue to have effect until express written notice of rescission or modification has been received and recorded by the Financial Institution.

3) All transactions with respect to any deposits, withdrawals and borrowings by or on behalf of this Entity with this Financial Institution prior to the adoption of this resolution are herby ratified, approved and confirmed.

4) The agents listed herein are authorized and empowered to act for and on behalf of the Entity to carry out and perform transactions under the terms and conditions of this resolution. The named agents are authorized and empowered to execute such other agreements and to perform such other acts as they deem reasonably necessary to carry out the provisions of this resolution. The other agreements and other acts may not be contrary to the provisions contained in this resolution.

5) The Financial Institution is directed to accept and pay without further inquiry any item, bearing the following appropriate number of signatures, drawn against and of the named accounts of the Entity with the Financial Institution.

6) Agents are expressly authorized to endorse all checks, drafts, notes, and other items payable to or owned by the Entity for deposit with the Financial Institution, or for collection or discount by the Financial Institution; and to accept drafts and other items payable at the Financial Institution.

7) The Financial Institution agrees to follow Minnesota State Statutes 118A.02, 118A.03, 118A.04, 118A.05, with regard to investments allowable for any township, with a copy of statutes on file with Financial Institution and the Entity.

If indicated, any person listed herein (subject to any expressed restrictions) is authorized to:

A. Jill Clark, Treasurer



B. Megan Julin, Clerk




C. Sandra Nelson, Supervisor



D. Tim Randall, Supervisor



E. Jared Mevissen, Supervisor



F. Stephanie Bergum, Deputy Treasurer      

G. Megan Hilsgen, Deputy Clerk     

A,B,C,D,E,F,G   (1) Exercise all of the powers listed in (2) through (7).


A,B,C,D,E,F,G   (2) Open any deposit or checking account in the name of the Entity.

A,B,C,D,E,F,G   (3) Endorse checks and orders for the payment of money. Number of authorized signatures 

for this purpose – 3. Number of authorized signatures for Employee Payroll – 2.

A,B,C,D,E,F,G   (4) Purchase and surrender of funds in a certificate of deposit. Number of authorized 

                                  signatures for this purpose – 2.

       A,B,C,D,E,F,G     (5) Transfer funds on deposit within the accounts with this Financial Institution. Number   

                                   of authorized signatures for this purpose – 1.

A,B,C,D,E,F,G    (6) Borrow money on behalf and in the name of the Entity, sign, execute and deliver                    

                             promissory notes or other evidence of indebtedness. Number of authorized signatures for    

                             this purpose – 3.

A,B,C,D,E,F,G   (7) Enter into written lease for the purpose of renting and maintaining a safe deposit box in 

                            this Financial Institution. Number of authorized signatures for this purpose – 1.

I, FURTHER CERTIFY, that the persons named above occupy the positions set forth opposite their respective names and signatures; that the foregoing resolution now stand of record on the books of the Entity; that they are in full force and effects and have not been modified in any manner whatsoever.

St. Louis County Planning and Community Development will be holding a Planning Commission Public Hearing on Thursday, November 10, 2022, for St. Louis County Zoning Ordinance 62 proposed amendments – Short Term Rental permitting standards.
Designation of Polling Place and Absentee Voting Resolution: Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve resolution #22-197 Designation of Polling Place and Absentee Voting. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.
RESOLUTION # 21-179

COTTON TOWNSHIP

ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

DESIGNATION OF POLLING PLACE AND ABSENTEE VOTING

WHEREAS, Legislative changes made in 2017 to Minnesota Statute § 204B.16, subd. 1 require jurisdictions to designate polling places by December 31st of each year, effective for the next calendar year; and
WHEREAS, Minnesota Statute § 203B.081 require jurisdictions to designate location for absentee voting for the March Township Election;
NOW THEREFORE LET IT BE RESOLVED: that the Town Board of Cotton Township, County of St. Louis, State of Minnesota hereby designates the following location as the polling place for elections held in 2022:

Cotton Community Center

9087 Highway 53

Cotton, MN 55724

Adopted by the Cotton Town Board, November 15, 2021

2022 Noxious Weed Annual Report: Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve the 2022 Noxious Weed Annual Report. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
RAMS Annual Dinner Invitation & Board Nomination: The RAMS 2022 Annual Meeting, election of delegates to the Board of Directors, and Annual Dinner will be held on December 15, 2022, at the Iron Trail Motors Event Center. The dinner is free of charge, and it is required to RSVP by December 2, 2022. There are no officers from the Cotton Town Board interested in being nominated for a seat on the RAMS Board.  
Unpaid Claims: There are two unpaid claims. One is $250.00 for the cemetery and the other is $25.00 for a community center rental. Several past due notices have been sent. Another past due notice will be sent for the unpaid cemetery claim notifying the recipient that it will be sent to the US Credit Bureau if it is not paid. Jared Mevissen motioned, supported by Tim Randall anyone with unpaid fees to Cotton Township will not be allowed to rent or purchase anything from the township until their past dues invoices are paid in full. Jared Mevissen aye. Tim Randall aye. Sandi Nelson aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

CD Interest Rates: The Board reviewed CD Interest rates from Park State Bank and First National Bank of Buhl. Interest rates at Park State Bank were significantly higher. Jared Mevissen motioned, supported by Tim Randall to purchase a $25,000.00 Certificate of Deposit from the Non-Levy fund and a $50,000.00 Certificate of Deposit from the Road and Bridge fund from Park State Bank  for 30 months at 3.46% with accrued interest. Jared Mevissen aye. Tim Randall aye. Sandi Nelson aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

Office Depot Order: The proposed Office Depot order is over $100.00. This includes paper, 2023 calendars, binding machine, and other office supplies. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the Office Depot order totaling $405.06. Jared Mevissen aye. Tim Randall aye. Sandi Nelson aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 6:58 p.m. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Respectfully submitted,
______________________________  






Town Clerk

Approved: 

_____________________________

_________________             
Town Chair

  


Date
