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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                 May 14, 2020

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the Cotton Community Center, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Will Keyes, Supervisor Jared Mevissen, Treasurer Calla Peterson, Deputy Treasurer Steph Bergum, Deputy Clerk Sandi Nelson and Clerk Megan Julin. Supervisor Tim Randall, and resident Pete Weidman were in attendance virtually via GoToMeeting.
Clerk’s minutes. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve the April 9, 2020 Board Meeting minutes as distributed. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to renew Cotton Township’s Consolidated Liability Coverage (CLC) through the Minnesota Association of Townships Insurance and Bond Trust (MATIT). Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED.
The treasurer presented the cash control statement, schedule 1 and investments.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $50,795.27; receipts $0.00; disbursements $8,667.25; ending balance $42,128.02
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance $122,820.43; receipts $0.00: disbursements $5,947.50; ending balance $116,872.93 
FIRE FUND: beginning balance $(-1,425.32); receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $(-1,425.32)
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $13,555.29; receipts $974.27; disbursements $1,566.25; ending balance $12,963.31
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $11,977.75; receipts $100.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $12,077.75
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $11,500.38; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $11,500.38
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $32,610.46; receipts $496.32; disbursements $137.13; ending balance $32,969.65
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $241,834.26
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $1,570.59 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $16,318.13
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $227,086.72
OUTSTANDING CHECKS: $4,375.44
TOTAL PER BANK STATEMENT: $231,462.16
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $74,691.98
INTEREST: $137.13
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $74,829.11
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 04/30/20 $301,915.83 
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve online payment of $216.92 to be withdrawn on June 3, 2020 to pay Arvig for phone/fax/internet bill. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Check # 
Amount

Payroll  
Period End 04/30/2020
18379-18392

$   3,328.57
Capitoal One
Office Supplies
18393


$      280.71
APG Media of MN
Board of Appeal Notice
18394


$        49.85

METRO
Printing Fee
18395


$        66.43

Forum Communications
Chronicle printing/circulation
18396


$      419.52
MATIT
Consolidated Liability Insurance
18397


$   3,488.00

St. Louis County Auditor
Culvert Maintenance
18398


$        84.34

Federated Co-op
Propane Tank Lease
18399


$        10.74
Cotton Post Office
Chronicle mailing
18400


$      240.00

Jared Mevissen
Training Reimbursement
18401


$        75.00
Tim Randall
Mileage
18402


$        64.40

Larry Keough
Mileage
18403


$          2.88

Cherrie Soderlund
Mileage
18404


$          4.60

Calla Peterson
Mileage
18405


$        34.50
Tracy Excavating
Sexton Work
18406


$      600.00
Jake’s Companies
Grading
18407


$   2,200.00
Northland Environmental Service Inc.
Garbage Service
18408


$      643.50
PERA
Retirement
18409


$      441.32  

Lake Country Power 
Utilities
05201


$      312.00

Arvig
Phone/fax/internet
05202


$      197.27
Internal Revenue Service
Withholdings May
05203


$      752.41

Total For Period $13,296.04
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve and sign the claims list for #18379 – 18409 including debit #05201-05203 totaling $13,296.04 to pay the Bills For Payment. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Pete Weidman had questions pertaining to dust control on township roads. Cotton Township switched from magnesium chloride to calcium chloride. The Board feels it is worth the price differential because calcium chloride helps bind the roads and lasts longer. Discussion about severe dust on South Strand Lake Road. Pete Weidman would like to know how soon the dust control can be applied and if the township would consider two applications on South Strand Lake Road. The township tries to get the dust control applied as soon as possible, but there are many factors that contribute to when it can be done. Supervisor Randall explained the material cannot be applied until road restrictions are off and frost stops coming through the ground. Dust control will be applied after gravel is placed and the roads are graded. The roads are not graded for 4-6 weeks after the dust control is applied. After that time period, grading does not change the effectiveness of the calcium chloride and does not go away when the roads are graded. Supervisor Keyes pointed out the fact that South Strand Lake Road is unique compared to other township roads because it is a fairly high and dry road. The Board suggested applying the calcium chloride heavier than previous years to this particular road. Pete Weidman expressed his appreciation and thanked the Board for their time and comments.
Correspondence:
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES


ASSESSOR: 2020 Local Board of Appeal & Equalization updates & COVID-19 concerns


AUDITOR/ELECTIONS: Early distribution of 2020 taxes & tax calendar. Presidential Nomination Primary expenses

HEALTH DEPT: COVID-19 information

STATE OF MN OFFICES


AUDITOR: E-Update, Pension Division Newsletter


DEPT OF HEALTH: COVID-19 information 

DEPT OF REVENUE: COVID-19 Local Board of Appeal & Equalization information, filing 2019 income tax.

TRACU EXCAVATION: Cotton Cemetery sexton contract*

WILBERT INC: Liquor license*

FRONTIER COMMUNICATIONS: Signed agreement

FEDERATED CO-OPS: COVID-19 update

FORUM PRINTING: COVID-19 update

RICK McRAE: Kauppi Lake Road*

PRESIDENT TRUMP’S CORONAVIRUS GUIDELINES

NEWSLINE

COTTON CHRONICLE

*AGENDA ITEMS
OLD BUSINESS
A motion was made last month to transfer $100,000 from the checking account to the savings account. The motion did not specify which funds to take the money out of. Discussion on waiting until September when road work is completed. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to table the money transfer until September. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
CONTINUUM 
Roads: Culverts: St. Louis County Public Works is hitting the culverts with the snowplow. When new culverts are placed, they need to be set deeper to avoid damage caused by snowplow and grader.

Placing dirt over the ends of the culverts would help too. 
Dust Control: Two quotes received. One from Edward’s Oil/Trimark Industrial for magnesium chloride at $0.865 per gallon and one from Jake’s Company’s for calcium chloride at $1.00 per gallon. Jake’s Company is requesting the township pays for half of the cost up front and the second half can be paid after the work is completed. The township currently pays St. Louis County up front for snowplowing. Edward’s Oil/Trimark Industrial cannot place calcium chloride. There was 4,300 gallons of calcium chloride placed on South Strand in 2018. An additional 1,000 gallons could be placed on South Strand, totaling 5,300 gallons. The Board will see how that works and will discuss South Strand Lake Road in the future if needed. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to purchase up to 16,000 gallons of calcium chloride from Jake’s Companies for $1.00 per gallon. The first half will be paid up front. Approximately 5,300 gallons to be place on South Strand Lake Road.   Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
2020 Road Review was discussed. Due to COVID-19, the roads were checked separately by all supervisors prior to the meeting to maintain social distancing. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve the 2020 Spring Road Review. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. The 2020 Spring Road Review is on file with the clerk in the township office. Road projects, including culvert replacements, need to be inspected by a supervisor and a Town Road Work Contract Completion Certificate must be completed prior to paying claims.
Supervisor Randall will call KGM Contractors to discuss finishing work and placement of spoils in the gravel pit. 

Community Center:  Clerk will see if floors can be buffed by June before the community center is open to the public. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve Larry and Mary Anne Keough to purchase flowers for the community center and the cemetery Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Meetings: Town Board Meeting June 11th @ 6:00pm
NEW BUSINESS
COVID-19 Preparedness Plan: Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve and sign the Cotton Township’s COVID-19 Preparedness Plan. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

VEGA 2 Voting Equipment Grant: The VEGA-2 voting equipment grant was awarded to Cotton Township. The corresponding minimum local match is $1,382.60.
Old School Lives Donation Request: Will Keyes motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to contribute $2,000 to Old School Lives and issue check #18410. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

Central St. Louis County Fair Donation: At this time, it is uncertain that the fair will be held this year because of COVID-19. Tabled.

Resignation: Sandi Nelson submitted a resignation letter. Her last day as Deputy Clerk will be May 31, 2020. The Board thanked her for serving the township the last several years. 
Reorganization was conducted. 

Jared Mevissen motioned, supported by Tim Randall that Will Keyes be chair of the Town Board for the next year. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Will Keyes abstain. MOTION CARRIED. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen that Tim Randall be vice-chair of the Town Board for the next year. Will Keyes aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Tim Randall abstain. MOTION CARRIED. 
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen that the designated depositories and investments for Cotton Township be kept at American Bank of the North located at 8401 Unity Drive, PO Box 415, Mountain Iron, MN 55768. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve and sign resolution #20-160 for American Bank/Government Funds Banking. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye.  Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen that all town board members are allowed to attend any educational training/meetings throughout the year. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve and sign resolution #20-154 Authorizing Work Project with Interested Officer for Megan Julin, Clerk, to work as an employee in writing, editing, and publishing the Cotton Chronicle. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve and sign resolution #20-155 Authorizing Work Project with Interested Officer for Sandra Sharp Nelson, Deputy Clerk, to work as an employee in writing, editing, and publishing the Cotton Chronicle. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve and sign resolution #20-156, Authorizing Work Project with Interested Officer for Calla Peterson, Treasurer, to work as an employee in writing, editing, and publishing the Cotton Chronicle. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve and sign resolution #20-157 Authorizing Work Project with Interested Officer for Tim Randall, supervisor, to check township roads and gravel pit and order any emergency work. Will Keyes aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Tim Randall abstain. MOTION CARRIED. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve and sign resolution #20-158 Authorizing Work Project with Interested Officer for Will Keyes, supervisor, to check township roads and gravel pit and order any emergency work. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Will Keyes abstain. MOTION CARRIED. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve and sign resolution #20-159 Authorizing Work Project with Interested Officer for Jared Mevissen, supervisor, to check township roads and gravel pit and order any emergency work. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen abstain. MOTION CARRIED. 
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to set up the AWAIR annual review meeting for June 11, 2020 at 5:30 p.m. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. Resolutions on file, in the resolution book, in township office. 
When published notice is required, the designated papers are Cotton Chronicle, Duluth News Tribune and Mesabi Daily News in Virginia, MN. Meeting posting places are: the township bulletin board at the Community Center, the Wilbert Café, and Cotton Speedway. Planning Review Board members are Dave Swenson, Dennis Olsen, Jared Mevissen. The cemetery committee members are Wally & Cherrie Soderlund, Larry & Mary Anne Keough, Calla Peterson, Steph Bergum, Megan Julin and Sandi Nelson. The meeting time & date schedule, wage & expense schedule, guide for town officers and township officers list was included in the reorganization packet. Sandi Nelson was appointed deputy clerk and Steph Bergum was appointed as deputy treasurer. 
Committees and boards served on by Town Board members:

· Will Keyes: building supervisor, weed inspector supervisor, investment committee, Parks & Rec. 

· Tim Randall: road supervisor, investment committee, Parks & Rec.

· Jared Mevissen: Planning Review Board, AWAIR supervisor, investment committee, Parks & Rec.

· Calla Peterson: Chronicle, investment committee, cemetery committee, Parks & Rec. 

· Steph Bergum: Investment committee, Parks & Rec, cemetery committee.
· Sandi Nelson: Chronicle, cemetery committee, investment committee, Parks & Rec, St. Louis Cty. Assoc. of Township Officers - officer.
· Megan Julin: Chronicle, cemetery committee, investment committee, Parks & Rec, St. Louis Cty. Assoc. of Township Officers - officer.
As there was no further business, Will Keyes motioned supported by Jared Mevissen that the meeting be adjourned at 7:49 p.m. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Respectfully submitted,
______________________________  






Town Clerk

Approved:




 
_____________________________
Town Chair

  


_________________Date              

