Page 4 of 5 


COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                          May 12, 2022

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the town office, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Tim Randall, Supervisor Jared Mevissen, Supervisor Sandi Nelson, Treasurer Calla Peterson, Deputy Treasurer Steph Bergum, Deputy Clerk Megan Hilsgen and Clerk Megan Julin. There were two residents present, Jill Clark and Debbie Leppala. There were two guest present, Troy Maly and Stacey Stevens; Meadowlands Ambulance. Cotton Township Grounds Keepers Larry and Mary Anne Keough were also present.
Clerk’s minutes. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the April 14, 2022 Board Meeting minutes as distributed. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
The treasurer presented the cash control, schedule 1, investments, and other financial statements.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $37,969.53 receipts $0.00; disbursements $7,767.54; ending balance $30,201.99
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance $144,005.49; receipts $0.00: disbursements $5,947.50; ending balance $138,057.99
COVID: beginning balance $24,533.86; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $24,533.86
FIRE FUND: beginning balance $1,614.60; receipts $0.00; disbursements $175.00; ending balance $1,439.60
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $14,901.15; receipts $2,319.70; disbursements $1,608.71; ending balance $15,612.14
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $12,478.15; receipts $0.00; disbursements $14.33; ending balance $12,463.82
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $17,565.41; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $17,565.41
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $54,893.12; receipts $820.66; disbursements $4,326.44; ending balance $51,387.34
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $307,961.31
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $3,140.36 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $19,839.52
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $291,262.15
OUTSTANDING CHECKS: $1,019.45
TOTAL PER BANK STATEMENT: $292,281.60
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $55,695.37
INTEREST: $76.44
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $55,771.81
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 4/30/22 $347,033.96
Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Jared Mevissen motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve online EFT payment of $214.19 to be withdrawn on June 3, 2022 to pay Arvig for phone/fax/internet bill. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Employee Payroll period beginning 04/01/2022 and ending 04/14/2022, check numbers 20135-20139 totaling $496.24 was reviewed. Chronicle Payroll beginning 04/01/2022 and ending 04/14/2022, check numbers 20140 and 20141 totaling $76.99 was reviewed. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve and sign the Employee and Chronicle Payrolls. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

The board reviewed the Minnesota Association of Townships Insurance & Bond Trust Consolidated Coverage Policy for July 1, 2022 – July 1, 2023. Grounds Keeper Larry Keough will make a list of equipment in the garage. Board will review next month and determine if all equipment is covered. 
The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Claim # 
Amount

Regular Payroll 
Period End 04/30/2022
20142-20149   

$   3,417.05
Chronicle Payroll
Period End 04/30/2022
20150-20152

$      489.43
Forum Communications
Chronicle Printing & Circulation
20153


$      489.34

MN Assn of Twps Insurance Trust
Consolidated Liability Insurance
20154


$   3,531.00
Federated Co-op, Inc
Propane
20155


$      603.10


Metro Sales, Inc
Printing Fee
20156


$        50.79

Menards Virginia
Cleaning Supplies
20157


$        41.92

Cotton Post Office
Chronicle Mailing
20158


$      245.00

Calla Peterson
Mileage
20159


$        77.22

Randy Moberg
Mileage
20160


$        32.76

Megan Julin
Mileage & Reimbursement
20161


$        41.55

Jared Mevissen 
Training Reimbursement 
20162


$        45.00
PERA
Retirement
20163


$      462.28
Couri & Ruppe, P.L.L.P
Legal Services
20164


$      172.50

Lake Country Power 
Electric
05221


$      303.00
Arvig
Telephone/Fax/Internet
05222


$      221.25
Internal Revenue Service
Withholdings for May
05223


$      859.74
Capital One
Subscriptions & Website
05228


$        95.09
Total For Period  -  $11,178.02
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson to approve and sign the claims list for #20142-20162, including electronic fund transfer payments #05221-05223, and 05228 totaling $11,178.02 to pay the Bills For Payment. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Correspondence:
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES

ASSESSOR’S OFFICE: Local Board of Appeal and Equalization real estate sales book

AUDITOR: Election equipment maintenance drop off*, 2022 election Administration Training*, Vega-3 Grant deadline, Notice of Filing*

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES: Hazardous Waste Collection

LAND & MINERAL: Reclassification of state tax forfeited parcel to non-conservative*, Proposed sale of state tax-forfeited land*

SHERIFF’S OFFICE: Flood Damage

STATE OF MN OFFICES


AUDITOR: E-Updates, Pension Newsletter

DEPT. OF HEALTH: Spring 2022 Noncommunity Public Water Systems Newsletter 

TREASURY: Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Revery Funds (SLFRF) Reporting info*

US CENSUS BUREAU: Survey of Public Employment & Payroll

PERA: PERAphrase Newsletter

MN ASSOC OF TOWNSHIPS: April 2022 Newsletter, Town Law Review & Legal Short Course*, ARPA Reporting info

MN ASSOC OF TOWNSHIPS INSURANCE DEPARTMENT (MATIT): Consolidated coverage renewal*

ST. LOUIS COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF TOWNSHIPS: Annual meeting*, March minutes

RAMS: Membership invitation*

ELTORO/WILBERT: Liquor License Renewal Application

JILL CLARK: Resume & letter*

COURI & RUPPE: Township Legal Seminar

MEADOWLANDS AMBULANCE: Thank you

SOUTH RIDGE ALL NIGHT GRAD PARTY: Thank you

MARCIE: Thank you

POSTER COMPLIANCE: New user portal

METRO: Equipment repair*

BEST BUY/GEEK SQUAD: Appointment confirmation

WUORI NEWSLETTER

NEWSLINE

COTTON CHRONICLE

MISCELLANEOUS CATALOGS, ADVERTIZING & FLYERS

*AGENDA ITEMS

Troy Maly and Stacy Stevens; Meadowlands Ambulance Service thanked the township for their continued financial contributions, which helps provide the resources needed to provide quality ambulance service to the residents of Cotton Township and surrounding areas. They discussed the services provided by Meadowlands Ambulance, funding sources, expenses, service areas, combined emergency response resources and training. The board was invited to the Emergency Services Building Open House in Meadowlands hosted by Meadowlands Ambulance. 
OLD BUSINESS
ARPA Reporting: Clerk Julin reported that the Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery Fund (SLFRF) Compliance Report was submitted. No further action is required at this time. 
911/Communications Wildfire Resiliency Efforts Workshop: Jared Mevissen motioned, supported by Tim Randall to contact the Cotton Volunteer Fire Department and ask them to select a date for the community wildfire protection planning meeting. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

CONTINUUM 
Roads: 2022 Road Review:  The board reviewed the 2022 Spring Road Review that was conducted on May 7, 2022. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the 2022 Spring Road Review. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

There was discussion about pit run in the gravel pit. Clay would need to be removed to access material. The area where pit run is accessible needs to remain clear to place class 5 being purchased from St. Louis County. Pit run will not be sold at this time. 
Grading Schedule: The 2022 Grading Schedule was reviewed. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve the 2022 Grading Schedule. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
List of Roads: The list of township roads was reviewed. The amount of miles maintained were corrected on Tanttu, Fisher, and Moberg. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve changes to the road list and send the updated road list to the St. Louis County Recorders Office. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

Community Center: Outhouse: Portable outhouse will be delivered and placed by A-1 Services sometime next week.
Water Pressure: Supervisor Nelson mentioned the water pressure in the ladies restroom and kitchen is low when there are large groups. Grounds Keeper Larry Keough will check the pressure regulator. Tabled.
Radiator: Larry Keough reported the radiator in the addition needs to be replaced. He can’t find replacement parts. He will see if ducting can be run from the furnace, through the ceiling to the addition. Larry mentioned when he was examining the furnace, he noticed there is not insulation inside the walls. 
American Flags: The flag at the community center is worn and should be replaced.  Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson to approve purchasing two 5’ X 8’ American Flags from American Legion. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Printer: The printer in the office was repaired by Metro. The repairs were covered under contract. 

Federated Coop: Propane costs went up from $1.69/gallon to $1.99/gallon this month.
Larry Keough mentioned there are repairs that need to be made on the warming shack. The roofing and siding need to be replaced. There are boards that need to be replaced on some picnic tables in the pavilion. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randal to approve Larry purchase everything needed to repair the picnic tables, side panels of the pavilion, and warming shack. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. Supervisor Mevissen asked Larry if hecould examine the playground equipment to see if it should be repainted. 
MEETINGS: Town Law Review & Legal Short Course May 25 9am-3pm @ Rockwoods Conference Center Otsego, St. Louis County Township Officers Meeting May 25 @ 6:30pm; Regular Town Board Meeting June 9 @ 6:00pm. 
NEW BUSINESS
Township Officers Annual Meeting and Dinner: St. Louis County Association of Township Officer’s (SLCATO) Annual Meeting will be held on May 25, 2022 at 6:30pm. Dinner will be served after meeting. SLCATO will pay for all township officer’s dinners.  
Election Equipment Maintenance & 2022 Election Administration Training: The clerk reported that required maintenance was completed on the DS200 and Automark. The clerk and deputy clerk will attend 2022 Election Administration Training conducted by St. Louis County in June. 
Tax Forfeit Parcel Reclassification: St. Louis County Land and Minerals notified the township of reclassification of state tax forfeited land to non-conservative. 
Proposed Sale of Tax Forfeited Land: St. Louis County Land and Minerals notified the township of tax forfeited parcels in Cotton Township that were approved for proposed sale.
RAMS:  The board discussed benefits of becoming a member of the Range Association of Municipalities and Schools. The township has been a member in the past. They cover the taconite assistance area. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to pay $150 for pro-rated membership dues for May 1 – December 31, 2022. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.

El Toro/Wilbert Liquor License: Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the Wilbert Café El Toro Package Store Liquor License. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Contributions & Harrassment Policy: The list of contributions and harassment policy draft will be sent to the township attorney.
Resignation: Treasurer Peterson announced she is resigning. She will be removing herself from the township’s financial accounts on Friday, May 13. Her official last day of employment will be Friday, May 20. She recommended the board appoints Jill Clark. The board reviewed a letter and resume submitted by Jill. She is well qualified for the position. Jill requested to start at the same wages and benefits that are currently being paid to Treasurer Peterson. There was discussion regarding starting wages paid out in the past. It is important to fill the position as soon as possible. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to appoint Jill Clark to fill the treasurer position until the next Township Election on March 14, 2022 and pay her $21.63 per hour. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 8:30 p.m. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Respectfully submitted,
______________________________  






Town Clerk

Approved: 

_____________________________

_________________             
Town Chair

  


Date
