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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                          March 9, 2023

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the town office, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Jared Mevissen, Supervisor Sandi Nelson, Supervisor Tim Randall, Treasurer Jill Clark, Deputy Treasurer Steph Bergum, Deputy Clerk Megan Hilsgen and Clerk Megan Julin. There were no residents or guests.
Clerk’s minutes. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve the February 9, 2023 Board Meeting minutes as distributed. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
The Treasurer presented the cash control, schedule 1, investments, and financial statements.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $36,914.74 receipts $5,119.00; disbursements $7,553.08; ending balance $34,480.66
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance $82,629.26; receipts $12,853.66: disbursements $436.05; ending balance $95,046.87
COVID: beginning balance $49,067.72; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $49,067.72
FIRE FUND: beginning balance ($176.66); receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance ($176.66)
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $18,214.44; receipts $237.60; disbursements $1,384.57; ending balance $17,067.47
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $14,664.30; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $14,664.30
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $19,939.04; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $19,939.04
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $22,179.50; receipts $400.67; disbursements $365.99; ending balance $22,214.18
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $243,432.34
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $18,610.93 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $9,739.69
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $252,303.58
OUTSTANDING CHECKS: $1,376.64
TOTAL PER BANK STATEMENT: $253,680.22
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $131,009.65
INTEREST: $0.00
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $131,009.65
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 02/28/23 $383,313.23
ACCRUED INTEREST: $654.08

INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE WITH ACCRUED INTEREST: $131,663.73

TOTAL BALANCE WITH ACCRUED INTEREST: 02/28/23 $383,967.31

Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve online EFT payment of $214.55 to be withdrawn on April 3, 2023 to pay Arvig for phone/fax/internet bill. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Employee and Chronicle Payrolls period beginning 02/01/2023 and ending 02/15/2023, check numbers 20508-20512 totaling $1,006.13 were reviewed. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to accept the Employee and Chronicle Payrolls as presented. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

Treasurer Clark mentioned the Lake Country Power claim #03231 amount may change due to budget billing adjustments. Budget billing is adjusted every six months. The invoice has not been received and Lake Country Power will not determine the adjusted amounts until March 11, 2023. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the treasurer pay the Lake Country Power bill with the adjusted budget billing amount.  Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.
The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Claim # 
Amount

Regular Payroll
Period End 02/28/2023
20513-20520

$   3,476.46

Chronicle Payroll 
Period End 02/28/2023
20521-20522           
$      440.26
Cotton Post Office
Chronicle Mailing
20523


$      245.00

Jill M. Clark 
Mileage
20524


$        43.23
Larry Keough
Mileage
20525


$        36.68

Megan Julin
Reimbursement
20526


$        30.45

Federated Co-op, Inc.
Propane
20527


$      465.07

Forum Communications
Chronicle Printing & Circulation
20528


$      539.41
Menards-Virginia
Water, Supplies
20529


$        41.44

MN Benefit Association
Life Insurance
20530


$      805.00
Metro Sales, Inc.
Printing Fees
20531


$        95.18

Park State Bank Credit Card
Subscriptions, Meal
20532


$      146.20

Cotton Post Office
Box Rent 12 months
20533


$        94.00

Range Paper
Cleaning Supplies
20534


$      380.52

PERA
Retirement
20535


$      703.21
Lake Country Power 
Electric
03231


$      316.00

Arvig
Telephone/Fax/Internet
03232


$      215.26
Internal Revenue Service
Withholdings
03233


$      928.36
Total For Period  -  $9,001.73
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve and sign the claims list for #20513-20535 including electronic fund transfer payment #03231-03233 totaling $9,001.73 to pay the Bills For Payment. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Correspondence:
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES


AUDITOR: Production Tax Payments, Election updates

LAND & MINERALS: Classification of state tax-forfeited land*, Noxious Weed Update

PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Planning commission decision notices*, 


PUBLIC HEALTH: Community Partner Updates

STATE OF MN OFFICES


AUDITOR: E-Updates, Pension Newsletter


DEPT OF HEALTH: Public Water System Grant Opportunity, Fire State Aid reminder 


US TREASURY: SLRF April 2023 Project & Expenditure Reports updates, Contact Center reopening, mailing address updated

MN ASSOC OF TOWNSHIPS: February Newsletter, Broadband/Digital Connection Committee Info, 2023-2024 Officer List, Legislative Update & Advocacy Alert, State Of Main Street 2023 Listening Tour

MATIT: Business Email Compromise*

FIREWISE COORDINATOR: Strategic Planning Meeting Info*, 

ST. LOUIS COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF TOWNSHIP OFFICERS: January minutes/February agenda

RAMS: Meeting notice and agenda, Meeting minutes, Updates 

COI’S: Norland Environmental Service

KARPIPINEN CONSTRUCTION: Snow plowing prices*

MEADOWLANDS AMBULANCE SERVICE: Contribution request* 

EMPLOYMENT APPLICATIONS*

ZIELIES TREE SERVICE, INC: Vegetation management for Lake Country Power

OFFICE DEPOT: Tax exemption updated

WHITE TOWNSHIP: THC Ordinance

PERA: Statewide Firefighter Newsletter

COTTON CHRONICLE

NEWSLINE

BIOSOLIDS DIGEST

TOWN OF WUORI NEWSLETTER

MISCELLANEOUS CATALOGS, ADVERTIZING & FLYERS

*AGENDA ITEMS

Noxious weed training is available online and was emailed to supervisors. Zielies Tree Service will be doing vegetation management for Lake Country Power’s distribution lines in the Cotton, Meadowlands, Canyon, Independence, and Alborn areas. The right of way clearing process is scheduled to begin February of 2023.  

OLD BUSINESS
Cotton Volunteer Fire Department (CVFD) Treasurer’s Report: The CVFD treasurer will submit an updated report reflecting all monies including investments received and disbursed in 2022 prior to the Annual Meeting. Tabled. 
Planning Commission Hearing Information and Decision Notice: Summaries of the decisions from conditional use hearings were received from St. Louis County Planning and Community Development Department. Copies are on file with the clerk in the town office. 
Tax Forfeited Parcel: St. Louis County Land and Minerals Department changed the classification of tax forfeited parcel 305-0010-00753 to non-conservation. 
Wildfire Strategic Planning Meeting: The Board reviewed the recap of the Cotton Community Wildfire Strategic Planning Meeting that was held on February 28, 2023 at the Cotton Community Center. The next meeting will be held on March 27, 2023 from 6:00pm to 8:00pm.
Annual Meeting Agenda Items: There was discussion on several items to be added to the Annual Meeting Agenda. Items included community center security, snow removal, history preservation, and purchasing a generator for the community center. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the updated agenda for the 2023 Annual Meeting. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.
CONTINUUM 
Community Center: Security: Security options for the community center will be discussed at the Annual Meeting. Tabled. Facility Custodian: The Board reviewed applications received for the facility custodian position. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to hire Jennifer Fallang (Slygh) as facility custodian. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. There was discussion about the microphone system used for meetings and events in the community center.  The sound quality isn’t the best and the 9volt batteries need to be replaced frequently. Supervisor Mevissen will look into different options for a new system. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson spend up to $200.00 on two new microphones and equipment needed to install them. Funds to be taken from non-levy fund. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Roads: Snow removal estimate: Snow removal estimates from Karppinen Construction for the community center, post office and fire hall parking lots were discussed. The township should have an alternative option to St. Louis County Public Works in the event of heavy snowfall, the lots may not be cleared in a timely manner. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson to hire Karppinen Construction for snow removal at the community center, post office and fire hall parking lots on an as needed basis. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. Proper insurance information from Karppinen Construction will be retained prior to work being completed. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to schedule the 2023 Spring Road review for May 2, 2023 at 9:00am. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
MEETINGS: MEETINGS: Town Election Noon-8pm, Board of Canvass 8:20pm Annual Town Meeting 8:30pm March 14, St. Louis County Township Officers Meeting March 22 @ 6:30pm, Wildfire Strategic Planning Meeting March 27 6-8pm, MAT Short Course April 7 @ Duluth DECC 9am-3pm, Regular Town Board Meeting & Reorganization April 13 @ 6:00pm

NEW BUSINESS
State Auditor’s State of Main Street 2023 Listening Tour: Listening sessions will be held in a hybrid format. Information is included in the meeting packet if officers would like to join the conversation virtually. 
AWAIR Meeting: Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to schedule the 2023 Annual Workplace Accident and Injury Reduction Program Meeting for May 11, 2023 @ 5:30pm.  
Reorganization Meeting: Reorganization will be conducted during the April 13, 2023 regular meeting. Implications brought about by MN Statute section 151.72 legalized the sale of certain THC (Tetrahydrocannabinol) edible products in Minnesota as of July 1, 2022.  Due to these implications the township drug and alcohol policy should be amended to include THC. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to amend Cotton Township’s Policy on Illegal Drugs and Alcohol to include THC. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.

MN Association of Townships Insurance & Bond Trust (MATIT) Business Email Compromise: A letter was received from MATIT explaining how they became a victim of Business Email Compromise. This compromise resulted in a misdirected reinsurance premium payment. The trust made the reinsurance premium payment to the correct parties without jeopardizing the operations of the Trust or affecting the financial solvency of MATIT.  
Meadowlands Ambulance Contribution Request: Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to contribute $3,500.00 to the Meadowlands Ambulance. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:04 p.m. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Respectfully submitted,
______________________________  






Town Clerk
Approved: 
_____________________________

_________________  
Town Chair

  


Date
