Page 4 of 5 


COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                        March 14, 2024

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the community center, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Sandi Nelson, Supervisor Tim Randall, Supervisor Larry Keough, Treasurer Jill Clark, Deputy Treasurer Steph Bergum, and Clerk Megan Julin. There were three residents present. Kenny Hage and John Olstad; VFW Post 3044. Cherrie Soderlund; Cotton Lakeview Cemetery Committee.  There were six guests present.  Erik and Gretchen Larsen; VFW Post 3044. Briana Fordahl; South Ridge Parent Teacher Student Organization (PTSO). Courtney Brewer, Naomi Brewer, and Maya Vanderschuren; Panthers Summer Softball Program. 
Clerk’s minutes. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Larry Keough to approve the February 8, 2024 Board Meeting minutes as distributed. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
The Treasurer presented the cash control, schedule 1, investments, and financial statements.

GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $41,660.05 receipts $5,835.50; disbursements $27,451.84; ending balance $20,043.71
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance $45,251.80; receipts $14,506.02; disbursements $779.70; ending balance $58,978.12
COVID: beginning balance $38,183.04; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $38,183.04
FIRE FUND: beginning balance ($4,786.02); receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance ($4,786.02)
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $18,189.77; receipts $166.00; disbursements $1,179.66; ending balance $17,176.11
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $19,061.02; receipts $0.00; disbursements $10,000.00; ending balance $9,061.02
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $22,939.91; receipts $42.00; disbursements $20,000.00; ending balance $2,981.91
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $22,631.31; receipts $10,619.82; disbursements $10,225.67; ending balance $23,025.46
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $203,130.88
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $31,169.34 


TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $69,636.87
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $164,663.35
OUTSTANDING CHECKS: $310.59
TOTAL PER BANK STATEMENT: $164,973.94
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $131,177.01
INTEREST: $0.00
SAVINGS TRANSFER: ($10,000.00)

CDS PURCHASED: $60,000.00

INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $181,177.01
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 02/29/24 $345,840.36
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE WITH ACCRUED INTEREST: $134,673.55
ACCRUED INTEREST:  $677.01
SAVINGS TRANSFER: ($10,000.00)

CDS PURCHASED: $60,000.00

INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE WITH ACCRUED INTEREST: $185,350.56
TOTAL BALANCE WITH ACCRUED INTEREST: 02/29/24 $350,013.91
Treasurer Clark mentioned the treasurer’s report reflects $60,000 that was disbursed from various funds and invested. Lake Country Power increased the monthly budget billing amount from $306.00 to $335.00. The Annual Financial Report was filed with the State Auditor. 
Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve online EFT payment of $219.00 to be withdrawn on April 3, 2024 to pay Arvig for phone/fax/internet bill. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the adjusted Lake Country Power monthly budget billing amount of $335.00. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Employee Payroll period beginning 02/01/2024 and ending 02/15/2024, check numbers 20872-20874 totaling $506.73 were reviewed. 

The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Claim # 
Amount

Election Judge Payroll
Period End 02/29/2024
20875-20877

$        55.39

Regular Payroll
Period End 02/29/2024
20878-20884

$   3,782.53
Cotton Post Office
Chronicle Postage, Box Rent, Bulk Mail
20885


$      730.00
Jill M. Clark
Mileage Reimbursement
20886


$        22.78
Jennifer Fallang
Reimbursement
20887


$          3.84

Megan Julin
Mileage
20888


$        33.50

Sandi Nelson
Mileage
20889


$          0.67

Kim Erickson
Mileage 
20890


$          2.68

Laura Yrjanson
Election Wages & Mileage
20891


$      154.30

JoAnne Saline
Election Wages & Mileage
20892


$      172.52

Stephanie Bergum
Mileage
20893


$        12.06

PERA
Retirement
20894


$      567.31
APG Media of MN
Publication
20895


$        16.75
Federated Co-op, Inc.
Propane
20896


$      508.48
Forum Communications
Printing & Circulation
20897


$      546.70
Metro Sales, Inc.
Printing Fees
20898


$      114.46
MN Benefit Association
Life Insurance
20899


$      805.00

Norland Environmental Service Inc.
Garbage Service
20900


$      236.02

Park State Bank
February Charges
20901


$        55.81
South Ridge School
All Night Grad Party Contribution 
20902


$      750.00

Spectra Associates Inc.
Minute Book
20903


$      220.00

W.A. Fisher
Town Election Ballots
20904


$        70.00

Janis Wendell
Election Wages & Mileage
20905


$      138.35

Lake Country Power
Electric
03241


$      335.00
Arvig
Telephone/Fax/Internet
03242


$      219.63
Internal Revenue Service
February Withholdings 
03243


$      841.58



Total For Period  -  $10,395.36

Tim Randall motioned, supported by Larry Keough to approve and sign the claims list for #20875-20905 including electronic fund transfer payments #03241-03243 totaling $10,395.36 to pay the bills for payment. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

CORRESPONDENCE:
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES


AUDITOR: Liquor license notice*, 2024 Election Updates, Filing reminder

LAND DEPT: Classification of state tax-forfeited land*

PLANNING & ZONING: Magney Facts and Findings 

SHERIFF’S OFFICE: National Night Out info*

STATE OF MN OFFICES


AUDITOR: Weekly Updates, Pension Newsletter


DEPT OF HEALTH: Source water protection grants

DEPT OF REVENUE: Fire State Aid Deadline*

FEMA/HSEM: Reimbursement

US CENSUS BUREAU: 2024 Boundary and Annexation Survey Submitted*

TREASURY: Updated FAQ on affordable housing

MN ASSOC OF TOWNSHIPS: February Newsletter, 2024/2025 Officer List*, Bylaw changes, Short courses, Upcoming opportunities*, Proxies* 

MBA: Scholarship, Auto and home member programs

SLC ASSOCIATION OF TOWNSHIPS OFFICERS: Tentative agenda, MAT Lobby Days*

PARK STATE BANK: Pledge of securities and annual certificate of adoption of director’s resolution*, CD documents*

CVFD: Annual Report and 2023 Financial Reports*

SOUTH RIDGE AREA YOUTH BASEBALL: Contribution Request

SOUTH RIDGE PTSO: Contribution Request

MEADOWLANDS AMBULANCE: Contribution Request
RAMS: Newsletter, Metting notice and agenda, Approved minutes, Blandin Foundation and U of M Extension Opportunity, EMS Advocacy Bus, Paul Bunyan broadband areas of expansion, 2025 Project Priority Lists and Intended Use Plans

SKADDEN, ARPS, SLATE, MEAGHER & FLOM LLP: Opioid Settlements

LAKE COUNTRY POWER: Newsline

CERTIFICATE OF LIABILITY: Jake’s Grading/Dust Doctor

METRO SALES NATE PERKIO: Cost savings

TOWN OF WUORI NEWSLETTER

COTTON CHRONICLE

MISCELLANEOUS CATALOGS, ADVERTIZING & FLYERS

*AGENDA ITEMS

The VFW Post 3044 Commander Erik Larsen reported they perform Memorial Day ceremonies at eleven area cemeteries including the Cotton Lakeview Cemetery. They are providing a waterproof enclosure for all the cemeteries to display a roster and map of all veterans buried at each location. Gretchen Larsen secured funding through the Department of Minnesota VFW Charitable Association for the enclosures and installation materials. The township will be responsible for placing and installing the enclosure. They also provided an information packet that includes the roster, map, star marker information, flag placement procedure, and contact information. Jon Olstad worked with the cemeteries and townships to locate over 300 veterans at eleven different locations. He mentioned their post is small and it is uncertain how long they will be able to continue placing the veteran stars. Providing the townships with all the necessary information will help ensure it will continue. Gretchen Larsen thanked the township for their continued support of the VFW and the Board thanked the VFW for their service and hard work completing the cemetery project. 
Briana Fordahl requested a contribution on behalf of the South Ridge PTSO. They are dedicated to funding various activities and incentives that contribute to the overall wellbeing and positive environment within the school. The funds will go towards a wide range of activities including the Halloween carnival and talent show.  Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to contribute $500.00 to the South Ridge PTSO. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.
The Board heard from Courtney Brewer, Naomi Brewer, and Maya Vanderschuren representing the Panthers Summer Softball Team. It is a local youth organization offering softball to girls in the community ages 8-18. They are requesting contributions to be used towards equipment, field maintenance, and umpire fees. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Larry Keough to contribute $500.00 to the Panthers Summer Softball Team. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.
OLD BUSINESS
FEMA Flooding: The township received a combined total of $33,225.00 federal and state funding, covering 100% of road repairs costs caused by the 2023 Spring Flooding. 
Boundary and Annexation Survey (BAS): The BAS report was submitted to the US Census Bureau with no changes. Contact information was updated.  
CONTINUUM 
Roads: All township roads excluding Rose Lake Drive and Moberg were graded last week because of the abnormally warm weather. 
Community Center: There was discussion regarding the fee renters should be charged when requesting an additional day to set up for their event. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Larry Keough if people want to come in the day before to set up for an event, the set up fee is $15.00. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. Larry Keough placed a sign where the outhouse was removed informing people to stay away. The dirt will continue to settle, and he will keep an eye on it. A1 Services will place the portable toilet approximately April 1, 2024. 
MEETINGS: Lobby Day March 20, 2024 State Capitol, SLC Association of Township Officers March 27, 2024 @ 6:30pm, MAT Short Courses April 5, 2024 Duluth DECC, Township Day at the Capitol April 8 & 9, 2024, Regular Town Board Meeting & Reorganization April 11, 2024 @ 6:00pm
NEW BUSINESS
National Night Out: The St. Louis County (SLC) Sheriff’s Office will be working with Cotton Township to host National Night Out at the Cotton Community Center. The SLC Sheriff’s Office will be coordinating the attendance of SLC squad cars, K-9 with a K-9 demonstration, SLC 911 dispatching center, drone team demo, the Rescue Squad, and a Life Link III Helicopter Landing (TBD). They will also provide youth and adult drawings, Magic by Amazing Charles, and other public relation events. The township will provide the food, kids games, and coordinate with local fire departments and organizations.
Reclassification of State Tax Forfeited Land: The Board has no objections to the reclassification of parcel 305-0020-02160.
Liquor License Renewals, Transfers and Special Event Liquor Licenses: The St. Louis County Auditor’s office informed townships they will not request township approval prior to issuance of liquor license renewals, liquor license transfers and special event liquor licenses. Businesses will still be required to pay license fees to townships. Township attorneys believe Minnesota Statute 340A.410 Subd. 1 does not authorize St. Louis County to renew a liquor license without the township’s consent. Commissioner Nelson will be attending the next SLCATO meeting to discuss the topic. 
MN Association of Township Officers (MAT): An updated township officer list will be completed and submitted to MAT. Amendments to MAT bylaws will be voted on at each Spring Short Course location. Supervisor Keough and Randall registered proxy vote authorization forms with MAT. 
USDA Grants and Low Interest Loans: There is a Community Facilities Direct Loan & Grant available to townships through the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Funds can be used to purchase, construct, and/or improve essential community facilities, to purchase equipment, and to pay related project expenses. Eligibility is based on the community’s household income and population. The clerk will determine the township’s median household income. Tabled. 
AWAIR Meeting: Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Larry Keough to schedule the AWAIR meeting for May 9, 2024 at 5:30p.m. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Park State Bank Certificate of Deposits: Four separate certificates of deposits from Park State Bank for seven-month terms were purchased on February 9, 2024. $20,000 CD purchased using funds from parks and rec, $10,000 CD using funds from cemetery, $10,000 CD using funds from non-levy, and $20,000 using funds from general. Treasurer Clark mentioned that $60,000 was meant to be invested from the checking account but $10,000 was inadvertently withdrawn from the savings account. Pledge of Securities letter and annual certificate of adoption of director’s resolution was received from Park State Bank. As of January 1, 2013 the coverage is $250,000 for checking accounts and $250,000 for a combination of savings and CD’s, a possible total of $500,000 coverage.  
The FA-1 form was submitted to the state by the Cotton Volunteer Fire Department (CVFD). The CVFD Financial report was received on March 12, 2024. The Board has not had time to review. Tabled. 
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Larry Keough to contribute $3,500 to the Meadowlands Ambulance Service. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. A letter was sent to South Ridge Area Youth Baseball requesting a representative attend a township meeting. 

Facility custodian position, wages, and duties were discussed and will be revisited at the reorganization meeting in April. 

Tim Randall motioned, supported by Larry Keough to adjourn the meeting at approximately 7:36pm. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.







Respectfully submitted,
______________________________  






Town Clerk
Approved: 
_____________________________

_________________  
Town Chair

 


Date
