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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                  March 14, 2019

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the township office, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Will Keyes, Supervisor Calla Peterson, Deputy Treasurer Stephanie Bergum, Treasurer Debbie Leppala, Deputy Clerk Sandi Nelson and Clerk Megan Julin. There was one guest present, Tony Illg, KGM Contractors Inc. 
Treasurer Leppala stated there was a correction to the investments in the Treasurer’s Report that was distributed at the February 14, 2019 Board Meeting. The correct totals are listed in the clerk’s minutes and a copy of the corrected Treasurer’s Report was provided.
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Calla Peterson to approve the February 14th, 2019 Board Meeting minutes as distributed. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
The treasurer presented the cash control statement, schedule 1 and investments.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $92,791.89; receipts $9,759.00; disbursements $9,242.57; ending balance $93,308.32
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance (-$35,176.78); receipts $7,058.75: disbursements $12.18; ending balance (-$28,130.21) 
FIRE FUND: beginning balance (-$1,910.14); receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance (-$1,910.14)
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $17,002.72 receipts $564.00 disbursements $1,167.99; ending balance $16,398.73
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $8,938.21; receipts $0.00 disbursements $0.00; ending balance $8,938.21
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $8,292.29; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $8,292.29
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $27,548.72; receipts $149.96; disbursements $16.75; ending balance $27,681.93
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $117,486.91
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $17,531.71 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $10,439.49
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $124,579.13
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $84,043.37
INTEREST: $16.75
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $84,060.12
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 2/28/19 $208,639.25 
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Calla Peterson to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. MOTION CARRIED.
The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Check # 
Amount

Payroll  
Period End 2/28/2019
17946-17958

$   3,466.55
Cook News Harold
Chronicle printing & delivery 
17959


$      360.00

Cardmember Services
Service fee
17960


$          2.00

Menards Virginia
Supplies
17961


$      232.62

Minnesota Benefit Association
Life Insurance 
17962


$      805.00
Cotton Post Office
PO Box Rent
17963


$        76.00

Cotton Post Office
Chronicle postage
17964


$      160.00

Larry Keough
Mileage
17965


$          2.44
Megan Julin
Reimbursement
17966


$        20.00
Steph Bergun
Reimbursement
17967


$        98.26

PERA
Retirement
17968


$      371.59
Lake Country Power 
Electric Utilities 
3191 


$      423.00
Arvig
Telephone/internet/fax
3192


$      185.50
Internal Revenue Service
Withholdings 
3193


$      799.90

Total For Period $10,422.74
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Calla Peterson to approve and sign the claims list for #17946 – 17968 including debit #3191, 3192, 3193 totaling $7,002.86 to pay the Bills For Payment. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Correspondence:
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES

AUDITOR: 2018 Production tax payments and Distributions

PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPT: Comprehensive Land Use Plan, 

Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Grant Awards and 2020 Prevention Plan Update Meeting

STATE OF MN OFFICES

AUDITOR: E-Update

UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE: Unemployment Insurance credit balance

POLLUTION CONTROL AGENCY: ICO petroleum storage tank release investigation and corrective action

UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE: Exercise of Renewal Option

MN ASSOC. OF TOWNSHIPS (MAT): Officer List*, Spring Short Courses, Updates

ST. LOUIS CTY. ASSOC OF TOWNSHIPS: Minutes

COTTON VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT: Updated constitution and by laws

OLD SCHOOL LIVES: Donation request*

MEADOWLANDS AMBULANCE SERVICE: Donation request*

CALEB WENDLANDT: Contribution for broken glass panel*

TOWNSHIP INSIDER

WUORI NEWSLETTER

NORTHSPAN F.Y.I.

NEWSLINE

COTTON CHRONICLE

COOK NEWS-HERALD
*AGENDA ITEMS
Tony Illg reported, KGM Contractors Inc. completed testing in the Cotton Township Gravel Pit. The Board agreed to let KGM stage equipment, including crushing equipment, in the gravel pit prior to road restrictions. Disposal amounts will be different than what was originally presented. Tony Illg informed the Board that Jeff Dulinski, Fire Chief Ellsburg Volunteer Fire Department (EVFD), spoke with KGM and offered to allow them to put spoils on a piece of land owned by EVFD. In return, KGM will clear trees and build up an area to create a helicopter landing zone. Cotton Township will not be responsible for anything they are doing with EVFD. The Board requested a representative from KGM Contractors Inc. bring a contract to the April 11, 2019 Board Meeting and informed Illg that gravel is not to come in or out of the pit until a contract is approved. 

OLD BUSINESS
Cotton Volunteer Fire Department (CVFD) Audit: Tabled. 
BZ Electric: Lake Country Power will reimburse the township $20 for every light fixture that is replaced with LED bulbs. Tabled
CONTINUUM
Community Center: Roof rakes will be used on the community center when necessary. The roof of the community center is leaking and will need to be examined this spring.   

Meetings: St. Louis Cty. Township Officers March 27, 2019; MN Assoc. of Township Spring Short Course @ Grand Rapids April 4, 2019 or Duluth April 5, 2019; Town Board Meeting April 11, 2019; Local Board of Appeal & Equalization Meeting April 24, 2019
Supervisor Kinsley and Supervisor Keyes are up to date with their Local Board of Appeal and Equalization Training. 
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Calla Peterson all board members are welcome to attend Minnesota Association of Township (MAT) Short Course if they are able. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. MOTION CARRIED.
NEW BUSINESS
Donation Requests: A representative from South Ridge Baseball did not attend the meeting to request a donation. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Calla Peterson to contribute $3,000 to the Meadowland Ambulance Service. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Calla Peterson to contribute $2,500 to Old School Lives. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Donation Resolution: Will Keyes motioned, supported by Calla Peterson to approve Resolution #19-138 accepting a donation of $150.00. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Janitor Position: Will Keyes motioned, supported by Calla Peterson to hire Brenna Erickson as facility custodian. Starting wage is $14.00 per hour and will be revisited in six months Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Calla Peterson to set the base starting wage at $14.00 per hour for all positions except supervisors. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. MOTION CARRIED.
MAT Officers List was filled out and will be submitted
As there was no further business, Will Keyes motioned, supported by Calla Peterson that the meeting be adjourned at 7:25 p.m. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Respectfully submitted,
                            



______________________________   
Approved:




Town Clerk 
_____________________________
Town Chair

  


_________________Date              

