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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                 March 12, 2020

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the township office, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Will Keyes, Supervisor Tim Randall, Treasurer Calla Peterson, Deputy Clerk Sandi Nelson and Clerk Megan Julin. Residents and guests present were Tristan Johnson, Logan Berlin and Riley Kinsley; South Ridge School, Janet Coon; Cherry School, and Jared Mevissen
Clerk’s minutes. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the February 13, 2020 Board Meeting minutes as distributed. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
In July, receipt #152362 for Post Office Lease was disbursed into the chronicle fund. It should have been disbursed into the non-levy fund. Fund balances were corrected and disbursed at the February 24, 2020 Board of Audit Meeting. 
The treasurer presented the cash control statement, schedule 1 and investments.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $69,757.94; receipts $5,623.85; disbursements $10,511.13; ending balance $64,870.48
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance $110,684.66; receipts $12,683.67: disbursements $547.90; ending balance $122,820.43 
FIRE FUND: beginning balance $18,574.68; receipts $0.00; disbursements $20,000.00; ending balance $(-1,425.32)
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $15,315.42; receipts $311.60; disbursements $1,352.95; ending balance $14,274.07
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $11,977.75; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $11,977.75
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $11,501.63; receipts $0.00; disbursements $1.25; ending balance $11,500.38
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $31,495.84; receipts $856.58; disbursements $19.45; ending balance $32,332.97
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $269,307.92
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $19,475.70 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $32,432.86
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $256,350.76
OUTSTANDING CHECKS: $22,828.64
TOTAL PER BANK STATEMENT: $279,179.40
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $74,674.73
INTEREST: $17.25
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $74,691.98
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 02/29/20 $331,042.74 
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Will Keyes to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve online payment of $197.23 to be withdrawn on April 3, 2020 to pay Arvig for phone/fax/internet bill. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Check # 
Amount

Payroll  
Period End 02/29/2020
18292-18311

$   5,402.28
Capitoal One
Office Supplies
18312


$   2,882.96
Forum Communications
Chronicle printing/circulation
18313


$      419.52

Menards-Virginia
Operating Supplies
18314


$      255.42
Range Paper
Paper Products
18315


$      128.15
A.W. Kuettel & Sons, Inc.
Repair Damaged Exterior Wall
18316


$   3,000.00

Cotton Post Office
PO Box Renewal
18317


$        76.00

MN Benefit Association
Life Insurance
18318


$      805.00

Cotton Post Office
Chronicle mailing
18319


$      235.00
Megan Julin
Election Mileage & Reimbursement
18320


$        95.95

Calla Peterson
Mileage
18321


$        73.60

Larry Keough
Mileage
18322


$        44.28

Lowell Lund
Election Mileage
18323


$        12.65

Randall Yrjanson
Election Mileage
18324


$        11.50

Janis Wendell
Election Mileage
18325


$          2.88

Debbie Leppala
Election Mileage
18326


$          9.20

Kim Erickson
Election Mileage
18327


$        31.63

Stephanie Bergum
Election Mileage
18328


$          3.45

Sandi Nelson
Election Mileage
18329


$          0.29
METRO
Printing Fee
18330


$        53.93
APG Media of MN
Accuracy Test Publishing
18331


$        14.96
PERA
Retirement
18332


$      614.22  

Lake Country Power 
Utilities
03201


$      360.00

Arvig
Phone/fax/internet
03202


$      197.77
Internal Revenue Service
Withholdings 
03203


$      964.95

Total For Period $15,695.59
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve and sign the claims list for #18292 – 18332 including debit #03201-03203 totaling $15,695.59 to pay the Bills For Payment. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Correspondence:
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES


ASSESSOR: 2020 Local Board of Appeal & Equalization*


AUDITOR/ELECTIONS:  2020 Presidential Nomination Primary Information


LAND & MINERALS: 2020 Noxious Weed List


PUBLIC WORKS: Possible Public Works strike

STATE OF MN OFFICES


ADMINISTRATION: Cooperative Purchasing*

DEPT OF REVENUE: 2019 Production tax payments & distributions


US CENSUS BUREAU: Boundary and Annexation Survey (BAS), Boundary Validation Program(BVP)*

MN BENEFIT ASSOCIATION: Life insurance*

PERA CVFD 

SLC ASSOCIATION OF TOWNSHIPS: Minutes

AMERICAN BANK: Public entity pledging, Resolution*

McRAE LAND IMPROVEMENTS: Contracts*

CHERRY ALL NIGHT GRAD PARTY: Donation*

OLD SCHOOL LIVES: Thank you

TOWN OF WUORI NEWSLETTER

COMMUNITY EDUCATION

STRICTLY BUSINESS

NEWSLINE

MINNESOTA LTAP

TOWNSHIP INSIDER

COTTON CHRONICLE

*AGENDA ITEMS

OLD BUSINESS
South Ridge School All Night Grad Party: Tristan Johnson, Logan Berlin and Riley Kinsley from South Ridge School requested a donation for their 2020 party. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall, to donate $750.00 to the South Ridge School All Night Grad Party. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. Will Keyes, motioned, supported by Tim Randall to issue check 18333 to South Ridge School for $750.00. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

Cherry School All Night Grad Party: Janet Coon from Cherry School requested a donation for their 2020 party. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to donate $750.00 to the Cherry School All Night Grad Party. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. Will Keyes, motioned, supported by Tim Randall to issue check 18334 to Cherry School for $750.00. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

MAT Short Course: All Board members are allowed to attend this educational training and the town will be billed appropriately. The MAT Township Officers list was filled out and will be mailed.
Auto Owner’s Insurance: The Release for Property Damage was signed and will be returned. 
CONTINUUM 
Roads: The board discussed Taconite Production Aid disbursement. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to disperse half of the Taconite Production Aid to the road & bridge fund and half to the general fund. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to set the 2020 Road Review for May, 16, 2020 at 9:30am. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Community Center:  The exterior lights are being replaced by led bulbs as the old ones burn out. The security camera needs a cable for 4th camera. Larry Keough will be cleaning out garage and has questions as to what can be tossed. Tim Randall will take the old trophies & banners and find homes for them. The Board discussed buying copy paper by the pallet.
Cemetery: Town has not received a contract for sexton. Tim Randall will talk to Bryan Tracy.  
Meetings: St. Louis County Township Officers Meeting March 25, 2020 @ 6:30pm; MAT Short Course April 3, 9-3:30pm @ Duluth Convention Center; Local Board of Appeal & Equalization April 8, @ 4:00-5:00pm; Town Board Meeting April 9 @ 6:00pm.
NEW BUSINESS
Frontier Communications: Frontier is requesting to place a cable in Rose Lake Road ROW. Agreement was sent to the Town attorney. Mike Couri returned an additional agreement for Frontier to sign that requires the Township be named as an additional insured on the Frontier’s insurance and that Frontier agree to defend and indemnify the Township from claims related to Frontier’s work. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve and sign the Frontier agreement drafted by the Town attorney. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Colored copies: Town currently charges $.15 for black & white copies and now has the ability to make color copies. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to charge $.25 per color copy. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Meadowland Ambulance Service: Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to donate $3500 to Meadowlands Service. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to issue check 18335 for $3,500 to Meadowlands Ambulance Service. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.

L & R Meeting: Sandi Nelson is a member of the L & R Committee for the St. Louis County Township Officers and is requesting approval for pay rate differential. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to pay the difference of Town rate and Township Officers rate for the L & R meeting. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.

The Board discussed purchasing land to acquire gravel. 

As there was no further business, Tim Randall motioned supported by Will Keyes that the meeting be adjourned at 7:00 p.m. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Respectfully submitted,
______________________________  






Town Clerk

Approved:




 
_____________________________
Town Chair

  


_________________Date              

