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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                   March 10, 2022

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the town office, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Tim Randall, Supervisor Jared Mevissen, Supervisor Sandi Nelson, Treasurer Calla Peterson, Deputy Clerk Megan Hilsgen and Clerk Megan Julin. There were no resident or guests. 
Clerk’s minutes. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve the February 10, 2022 Board Meeting minutes as distributed. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
The treasurer presented the cash control statement, schedule 1, investments, and other financial statements.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $59,937.13 receipts $5,080.00; disbursements $12,574.32; ending balance $52,442.81
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance $128,821.82; receipts $15,183.67: disbursements $0.00; ending balance $144,005.49
COVID: beginning balance $24,533.86; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $24,533.86
FIRE FUND: beginning balance $19,614.60; receipts $2,000; disbursements $20,000.00; ending balance $1,614.60
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $16,119.60; receipts $36.00; disbursements $1,189.28; ending balance $14,966.32
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $12,478.15; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $12,478.15
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $17,547.41; receipts $0.00; disbursements $2.00; ending balance $17,545.41
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $52,979.52; receipts $1,591.02; disbursements $26.00; ending balance $54,544.54
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $332,032.09
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $23,890.69 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $33,791.60
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $322,131.18
OUTSTANDING CHECKS: $2,148.45
TOTAL PER BANK STATEMENT: $324,279.63
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $55,694.49
INTEREST: $0.00
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $55,694.49
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 2/28/22 $377,825.67
The $2.00 disbursement was for Sales & Use Tax. A transfer in the amount of $2,000.00 was made from the General Fund to the Fire Fund per motion at the 2022 Board of Audit Meeting.  
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve online EFT payment of $222.65 to be withdrawn on April 3, 2022 to pay Arvig for phone/fax/internet bill. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Lake Country Power is processing the budget billing. February invoice will be included in next month’s claims list.

Employee Payroll period beginning 02/01/2022 and ending 02/14/2022, check numbers 20064-20069 totaling $1,128.83 was reviewed and signed. 
The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Claim # 
Amount

Regular Payroll 
Period End 02/28/2022
20070-20078   

$   4,742.52
Chronicle Payroll
Period End 02/28/2022
20079-20080 

$      311.41
Norland Environmental Service Inc.
Garbage Service
20081


$      132.21

Federated Co-op, Inc.
Propane
20082


$      554.04

US Postal Service
PO Box Service Fee
20083


$        84.00

St. Louis County Auditor
Delinquent Fire Hall Property Taxes
20084


$      446.24
Menards – Virginia
Cleaning Supplies
20085


$        18.97

Couri & Ruppe, P.L.L.P.
Legal Services
20086


$        57.50
Minnesota Benefit Association
Life Insurance 
20087


$      805.00
Cotton Post Office
Chronicle Mailing
20088


$      245.00

Calla Peterson
Mileage
20089


$        80.73
Larry Keough
Mileage
20090


$        32.76  

Randy Moberg
Mileage
20091


$        32.76

Megan Julin
Mileage
20092


$        32.76

PERA
Retirement
20093


$      363.87

METRO
Printing Fee
20094


$      156.63
Arvig
Telephone/Fax/Internet
03222


$      222.23
Internal Revenue Service
Withholdings for February
03223


$   1,181.48
Capital One
File Cabinets, Program Subscriptions
03228


$   6,430.26
Total For Period  -  $15,930.37
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson to approve and sign the claims list for #20070-20094, including electronic fund transfer payments #03222-03223, and 03228 totaling $15,930.37 to pay the Bills For Payment. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Correspondence:
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES

ASSESSOR’S OFFICE: Local Board of Appeal and Equalization information*

AUDITOR: Redistricting Information*, VEGA-3 Grant info, Election updates, Change of taxpayer address, 2021 Taconite Production Tax Payments & Distributions

LAND & MINTERALS: Timber Sale (South Strand Lake Road)*, Assessment information on tax forfeit parcels second contact*

PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Draft Subdivision Ordinance Amendments*, Notice of funding available (CDBG and ESG COVID Projects)*  


PUBLIC WORKS: 2022 Crushing Prices Minnesota Power Pit*

STATE OF MN OFFICES


AUDITOR: E-Updates, Pension Newsletter


DEPT. OF HEALTH: Sanitary Survey Report*

DEPT. OF REVENUE: noncommunity transient public water system grant, Form FA-1 reminder

TREASURY: Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Revery Funds (SLFRF) Reporting info*

US CENSUS BUREAU: Boundary and Annexation Survey (BAS)

MN ASSOC OF TOWNSHIPS: 2022 Spring Short Course*, Officer List*, February 2022 Newsletter,  Township Lobby Day invite (virtual), Clarification on email received from MMB on ARPA,  

ST. LOUIS COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF TOWNSHIPS: January minutes

PARK STATE BANK: Annual Certificate of Adoption of Director’s Resolution*

OLD SCHOOL LIVES: 2021 Monetary Donations summary

MEADOWLANDS AMBULANCE: Contribution Request

FORUM COMMUNICATIONS: Returned Check*, Rate increase

TOWN OF WHITE: Letter of support*

MINNESOTA LTAP: Minnesota Snow and Ice Control Handbook

GLORIA ERICKSON: Wildfire preparedness

ULINE: Service representative contact information, Shipping credit

NEWSLINE

WUORI NEWSLETTER

COTTON CHRONICLE

MISCELLANEOUS CATALOGS, ADVERTIZING & FLYERS

*AGENDA ITEMS

OLD BUSINESS
Cherry and South Ridge All Night Grad Party Contribution Requests: A letter was sent to the Cherry All Night Grad Party Committee requesting a representative attend a meeting, Tabled. Kelly Bergum, South Ridge All Night Grad Party representative, attended last month’s meeting. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson to contribute $750.00 to the South Ridge All Night Grad Party. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

911/Communications Wildfire Resiliency Efforts Workshop: Clerk Julin will forward the information received from Gloria Erickson, Contracted St. Louis County Firewise Coordinator, to the Cotton Volunteer Fire Department and see if they would like to work with the township. 

Firehall Taxpayer Address Changed: The taxpayer address was changed to the township’s mailing address. Future invoices will be received and paid by the township.

There was discussion about the 2022 wage schedule that will be revisited at the reorganization meeting in April. Supervisor Nelson mentioned she noticed an increase in the personnel budget the last few years. Paying elected officials, a monthly salary could give the supervisors more control of the yearly payroll budget. After much discussion, it was decided to revisit next month. The clerk and treasurer will generate a monthly average of hours worked. 
CONTINUUM 
Roads: 2022 Crushing Prices Minnesota Power Pit, Timber Sale on South Strand: Supervisor Randall mentioned South Strand Lake Road dust control will be placed as normal, but class 5 will not be placed until logging is completed. The timber sale is a summer or frozen ground sale, but would likely be cut in the summer due to logger demand for summer sales to maintain year round employment.  The successful bidder for the 2022 St. Louis County Aggregate Crushing Program that includes the Minnesota Power Pit, was TNT Construction Group, LLC. The price for crushing will be less than estimated.  
Community Center: Outhouse The Board reviewed portable toilet rental quotes received from several companies. A1 Services is the closest and provided the lowest quote. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson to rent a handicapped portable toilet from A1 Services beginning May 1, 2022. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson abstain. MOTION CARRIED. 

MEETINGS: MAT Spring Short Course March 14-16 VIRTUAL; St. Louis County Township Officers Meeting March 23 @ 6:30pm; Regular Town Board Meeting April 14 @ 6:00pm. 
NEW BUSINESS
Board of Appeal & Equalization, AWAIR Meeting: Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson to hold the Board of Appeal and Equalization Meeting on April 13 @ 4:00pm.  Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. MOTION CARRIED. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to hold the 2022 AWAIR Safety Meeting on May 12 @ 5:00pm.  Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

Meadowlands Ambulance Contribution Request: Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson to contribute $3,500.00 to the Meadowlands Ambulance. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Resolution Reestablishing Precinct and Polling Place: Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve and sign Resolution #22-185 Reestablishing Precinct and Polling place. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

RESOLUTION # 22-185

COTTON TOWNSHIP

ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

REESTABLISHING PRECINCT AND POLLING PLACE

WHEREAS, 
the legislature of the State of Minnesota has been redistricted; and 

WHEREAS, 
Minnesota Statute section 204B.14, subd. 3 (d) requires that precinct boundaries must be reestablished within 60 days of when the legislature has been redistricted or at least 19 weeks before the state primary election, whichever comes first;
NOW THEREFORE LET IT BE RESOLVED: that the Town Board of Cotton Township, County of St. Louis, State of Minnesota hereby reestablishes the boundary of the voting precinct and polling place as follows:

Precinct boundary is Cotton Township and the polling place 

is at 9087 Highway 53, Cotton, MN 55724

Attached to this resolution, for illustrative purposes, is a map showing said precincts and the location of polling place.

MN Department of Health Sanitary Survey Report: The Minnesota Department of Health Sanitary Survey Report was received and the township is in compliance with state standards. 
Forum Communications: Rates will be increasing next month by approximately $10.00/month. Check #19047, in the amount of $480.31 was returned to the township due to overpayment. Treasurer Peterson mailed it back to Forum Communications and requested the check be applied to the town’s current invoice. 
The Certificate of Adoption of Director’s Resolution was received from Park State Bank.  

St. Louis County Draft Subdivision Ordinance Amendments were received and reviewed. 
Supervisor Nelson will be the second contact for assessment information on tax forfeit parcels.
Designate SLFRF Points of Contact: The U.S. Department of Treasury requires the township designates points of contact for SLFRF reporting. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall Calla Peterson and Megan Julin be the Account Administrators, Point of Contact for Reporting, and Authorized Representative for Reporting. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. MOTION CARRIED. All Reports should be presented to the Board prior to submitting if time allots. 
The Town of White is requesting a letter of support for a grant to purchase an electronic welcome sign. Clerk Julin will send letter supporting the Town of White.
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:15 p.m. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Respectfully submitted,
______________________________  






Town Clerk

Approved: 

_____________________________

_________________             
Town Chair

  


Date
