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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                        March 10, 2016

The meeting was called to order at approximately 4:00 p.m. in the township office, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Tim Randall, Supervisor Jamie Bowden, Supervisor Kourtney Kinsley, Deputy Treasurer Bridget Kinsley, Treasurer Debbie Leppala, Deputy Clerk Megan Julin and Clerk Sandi Nelson. Guests present were Christopher Johnsen and Todd Julin. 
Jamie Bowden motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the February 11, 2016 board meeting minutes as distributed. Tim Randall aye. Jamie Bowden aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 

The treasurer presented the cash control statement, schedule 1 and investments.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $53,125.42; receipts $9,635.00; disbursements $6,731.54; ending balance $56,028.88 
ROAD & BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance ($-26,928.08); receipts $5,992.19; disbursements $216.23; ending balance ($-21,152.12)
FIRE FUND: beginning balance $1,183.49; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $1,183.49
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $11,132.13; receipts $417.60; disbursements $914.67; ending balance $10,635.06
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $6,806.97; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $6,806.97
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $17,745.16; receipts $40.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $17,785.16
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $22,767.76; receipts $906.86; disbursements $619.87; ending balance $23,054.75
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $85,832.85
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $16,991.65 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $8,482.31
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $94,342.19
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $132,908.15
INTEREST: $35.87
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $132,944.02
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 2/29/16   $227,286.21
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Tim Randall aye. Jamie Bowden aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 
The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Check # 
Amount

Payroll  
Period End 2/29/2016
16785-16796

$   8,244.87
PERA
Retirement
16797


$      456.92
Print Corp.
Chronicle printing 
16798


$      370.00

Card Member Services
postage
16799


$        70.00

Menards-Virginia
water/supplies
16800


$        64.41
Curtis Oil
Fuel Oil/Furnace repair
16801


$      661.29
Northland Sanitary Service
Garbage pickup
16802


$        74.60
Cotton Post Office
PO box rent
16803


$        68.00

Giant Voices
Domain name
16804


$      330.65

W.A. Fisher
Election Ballots/Post cards
16805


$        97.00

Minnesota Benefit Assoc.
Life Insurance
16806


$      805.00

Cotton Post Office
Postage
16807


$      160.00

Debbie Leppala
Mileage
16808


$        57.60
Norman Peterson
Mileage/reimbursement
16809


$        48.60
Sandi Nelson
Mileage
16810


$        28.08

SouthRidge School
Grad Party
16811


$      300.00

Lake Country Power 
Electric Utilities 
3161 


$      415.00
Arvig
Telephone/internet/fax
3162


$      192.16
Internal Revenue Service
Federal withholdings March
3163


$      113.00

Total For Period $8,244.87
Jamie Bowden motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve and sign the claims list for #16785 – 16811 including debit #3161, 3162, and 3163 totaling $8,244.87 to pay the Bills For Payment. Tim Randall aye. Jamie Bowden aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 
Christopher Johnsen from St. Croix Recreation came to the meeting to discuss the community volunteer install and other information about his company’s equipment. The town started working with Chris on a playground design in the fall of 2016. Chris talked about the company they get the playground equipment from, BCI Burke. It’s made in Fond Du Lac, WI so the town will be able to save a lot on shipping. He brought samples of equipment to show the excellent quality and safety features. He went on to focus mainly on the process of installation. There was discussion about the town finding someone with a bobcat to help with unloading and installing the park equipment. St. Croix will provide a cement mixer and hand auger, but asked for a provision for a hose with water. Chris estimated the installation will take two 8 hour days of work, with about 20 volunteers. He also discussed the importance of wood fiber which will be used for ground cover to meet safety standards. He went on to describe the process of installing, unloading, and maintaining the wood fiber. The town will need to supply the cement. He will let the town know how much cement to purchase. Chris stated nothing is needed to be done for frost prevention. They’ve installed playgrounds all over the state and have never had any problems with frost heave. It will take about two days for the cement to set up so Chris suggested putting up caution tape to keep kids off the equipment. A tentative date was made for the volunteer install to take place on May 21st and 22nd. The equipment and wood fiber will arrive a few days before the installation dates.
Correspondence:
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES

ASSESSOR: 2016 Local Board of Appeal & Equalization schedule*

STATE OF MN OFFICES

AUDITOR: E-Update, Pension Division Newsletter

MN DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH: Sanitary survey report for community center, TCR revisions*

MN REVENUE: Board of Appeal and Equalization “Catch-up” training

MNDOT: Northern Lights Express Project

MNSURE: Employee eligibility* 

AUDITOR: E-Update, Pension Division Newsletter


MN ASSOC. OF TOWNSHIPS: 2016 Spring Short Course*, Officers list*

ST. LOUIS COUNTY ASSOC OF TOWNSHIPS: Minutes, Lobby day registration

U.S. CENSUS BUREAU: 2016 Government Units Survey

ST.CROIX RECREATION: Estimate, Proposal*

MEADOWLANDS AMBULANCE SERVICE: Ambulance service contribution* 

SOUTH RIDGE SCHOOL: Soccer, Football, Band program, and PTSO contribution*

CHERRY HIGHSCHOOL: All night grad party contribution*

BROOKSTON AMERICAN LEGION: Baseball contribution*

LAKE COUNTRY POWER: Operation round up, District meeting, Annual meeting

WOURI NEWSLETTER

GASB GAZETTE

TOWNSHIP INSIDER

COTTON CHRONICLE

NEWSLINE

*AGENDA ITEMS
OLD BUSINESS
Security cameras: Kourtney Kinsley does not have the numbers back yet for the higher quality equipment.

CONTINUUM
Community Center: Floors have been buffed and will set-up to have them waxed.
Roads: Tim Randall presented the price to rent a tractor with brush mower to brush the township roadsides. Jamie Bowden motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley to rent the tractor with the brush mower from Ziegler and to pass resolution 16-101 Authorizing Work Project With Interested Officer to have Tim Randall do the work. Jamie Bowden aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Tim Randall abstain. MOTION CARRIED. 

RESOLUTION # 16-101

AUTHORIZING WORK PROJECT WITH INTERESTED OFFICER

UNDER M.S. § 471.88, subd. 5

WHEREAS, 
Cotton Township, St. Louis County, Minnesota is seeking the performance of the following services: Brush cutting the township roadsides.

WHEREAS, 
Tim Randall is a supervisor of Cotton Township and will be financially interested in the project for the following reason: He is directly providing the service as an employee of the Township.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the town board, upon a vote of the supervisors with the interested officer abstaining, finds that the project price is lower than the price at which the services could be obtained elsewhere at this time;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the town board, pursuant to M.S.§§§ 365.37; 471.88, subd. 5; and 471.89, does hereby authorize Tim Randall, Supervisor to perform this work project.

Park: Jamie Bowden motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley to place the order for the equipment for the playground. Tim Randall aye. Jamie Bowden aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 

Cemetery: Informed Board of recent request for a winter burial. Sexton went up to the cemetery and said the ground is froze and he can’t do it with his equipment because surrounding stones are froze to the ground.

Meetings: Township Officers meeting March 23, 2016, 6:30 p.m. 
NEW BUSINESS
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley to approve resolution 16-100 Accepting Donations for the money received from Cotton Community Church for copier use. Tim Randall aye. Jamie Bowden aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 

RESOLUTION  # 16-100

ACCEPTING DONATIONS
WHEREAS, 
Cotton Township is authorized to accept and maintain donations of real and personal property pursuant to Minnesota Statues Section 468.03 for the benefit

of the citizens; and 

WHEREAS, 
The following persons and entities have offered to contribute the donations set forth below to the township:


Name of Donor


Donation

Cotton Community Church

$150 for 2015







$150 for 2016

WHEREAS, the terms or conditions of the donations, if any, are as follows:


Donation Number


Terms or Conditions






Use of copier

WHEREAS, All such donations have been contributed to the township for the benefit of its citizens, as allowed by law; and

WHEREAS, The Township Board finds that it is appropriate to accept the donations offered.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWN BOARD OF COTTON TOWNSHIP, ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA, AS FOLLOWS: 


1. The donation described above are accepted and shall be used in accordance with noted terms or conditions either alone or in cooperation with others, as allowed by law. 

2. The town clerk is hereby directed to acknowledge to each donor the town’s acceptance of the donor’s donation.

MN Dept. of Health: Suggestions are to put a concrete curb around the fuel oil tank in the garage. 

Local Board of Appeal and Equalization will be Thursday, April 21, 2016 at 3:00 p.m.

Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jamie Bowden to issue check #16813 for the MN Assoc. of Townships Spring Short Course. Tim Randall aye. Jamie Bowden aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 

Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jamie Bowden to contribute $3,000 to Meadowlands Ambulance Service. Tim Randall aye. Jamie Bowden aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 

Tim Randall motioned, supported Kourtney Kinsley to contribute $300 and issue check #16812 to the Cherry School All Night Grad Party. Tim Randall aye. Jamie Bowden aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 

South Ridge School band, soccer, football and PTSO scholarship. The Board would like the PTSO to be informed that the township can’t give to scholarships. A letter will be written that the town board will be declining any requests this year and would suggest that any future requests a representative attend a board meeting.
Brookston American Legion Baseball: As the Cotton area has a baseball club the Board will not be contributing to other baseball clubs.
As there was no further business, Tim Randall motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley that the meeting be adjourned at 5:18 p.m. Tim Randall aye. Jamie Bowden aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 







Respectfully submitted,
                            



______________________________   
Approved:
_____________________________
Town Chair

  


_________________Date 
