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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                             June 9, 2022

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the town office, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Jared Mevissen, Supervisor Sandi Nelson, Supervisor Tim Randall, Treasurer Jill Clark, Deputy Treasurer Steph Bergum, and Clerk Megan Julin. There was one resident present, Ginger Kinsley. 
Supervisor Nelson mentioned the board should stick to the order of business during meetings. Everyone should respect the chairperson and wait for his acknowledgement if you would like to comment. 

Clerk’s minutes. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the May 12, 2022 Board Meeting minutes as distributed. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
The treasurer presented the cash control, schedule 1, investments, and other financial statements.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $30,201.99 receipts $0.00; disbursements $10,628.13; ending balance $19,573.86
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance $138,057.99; receipts $0.00: disbursements $0.00; ending balance $138,057.99
COVID: beginning balance $24,533.86; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $24,533.86
FIRE FUND: beginning balance $1,439.60; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $1,439.60
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $15,612.14; receipts $1,752.20; disbursements $1,320.20; ending balance $16,044.14
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $12,463.82; receipts $0.00; disbursements $252.48; ending balance $12,211.34
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $17,565.41; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $17,565.41
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $51,387.34; receipts $1,448.30; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $52,835.64
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $291,262.15
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $3,200.50 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $12,200.81
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $282,261.84
OUTSTANDING CHECKS: $1,523.13
TOTAL PER BANK STATEMENT: $283,784.97
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $55,771.81
INTEREST: $0.00
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $55,771.81
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 5/31/22 $338,033.65
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Jared Mevissen motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve online EFT payment of $217.63 to be withdrawn on July 3, 2022 to pay Arvig for phone/fax/internet bill. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Employee Payroll period beginning 05/01/2022 and ending 05/14/2022, check numbers 20165-20171 totaling $976.36 was reviewed. Chronicle Payroll beginning 05/01/2022 and ending 05/14/2022, check number 20172 totaling $46.43 was reviewed. 
The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Claim # 
Amount

Chronicle Payroll
Period End 05/31/2022
20173-20174

$      590.53

Regular Payroll 
Period End 05/31/2022
20175-20186   

$   4,067.28
Cotton Post Office
Chronicle Mailing 
20187


$      245.00

Cherrie Soderlund
Mileage
20188


$          4.68
PERA
Retirement
20189


$      497.85

Forum Communications
Chronicle Printing & Circulation
20190


$      489.34

Couri & Ruppe, P.L.L.P.
Legal Services
20191


$      115.00
MaryAnne Keough
Mileage
20192


$        32.76

Larry Keough
Mileage
20193


$        38.62

Megan Julin
Mileage
20194


$        29.25
Tim Randall
Mileage
20195


$      108.23

Jill Clark
Mileage
20196


$      111.74

Calla Peterson
Mileage
20197


$        35.10
Randy Moberg
Mileage
20198


$        32.76

David Sanders 
Mileage 
20199


$          3.57
Jake’s Companies LLC
Grading
20200


$   3,000.00

A-1 Services INC
Portable Restroom Rent
20201


$      105.36
Norland Environmental Service Inc.
Garbage Service
20202


$      148.01
Wood Brothers Excavating LLC
Road Work
20203


$   1,680.00

MN Association of Townships
Training
20204


$        65.00

RAMS
2022 Membership Dues
20205


$      150.00

Range Paper
Paper Products
20206


$      194.24

Menards-Virginia
Supplies
20207


$      276.01
Lake Country Power 
Electric
06221


$      303.00
Arvig
Telephone/Fax/Internet
06222


$      214.19
Internal Revenue Service
Withholdings
06223


$   1,085.74
Capital One
Subscriptions & Website
06228


$      391.99
Total For Period  -  $14,015.25
Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve and sign the claims list for #20173-20207, including electronic fund transfer payments #06221-06223, and 06228 totaling $14,015.25 to pay the Bills For Payment. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Correspondence:
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES

AUDITOR: 2022 Election Judge Party List

911/COMMUNICATIONS: Preliminary Damage Assessment (PDA)

HOUSING & HOMELESS PROGRAMS: Press Conference & Celebration Invitation

PUBLIC WORKS: 2022 Dust Control Contract*

SHERIFF’S OFFICE: Meeting Inquiry*

STATE OF MN OFFICES


AUDITOR: E-Updates, Pension Newsletter


DEMOGRAPHIC CENTER: 2021 Population and Household Estimates*

DEPT. OF HEALTH: Public Water Supply Rules Revisions 

TREASURY: Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Revery Funds (SLFRF) Updates

US CENSUS BUREAU: Post-Census Group Quarters Review (PCGWR)

MN ASSOC OF TOWNSHIPS: May 2022 Newsletter, Membership Cards*, Bonus Pay Info, Legislative Update & Advocacy Alert

ST. LOUIS COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF TOWNSHIPS: 2021 Annual Meeting Minutes

GLORIA ERICKSON, SLC FIREWISE COORDINATOR: Community event notice

NORLAND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICE: Price increase

JAKE’S COMPANIES dba KIVI TRUCKING: Dust Control Quote*

CALLA PETERSON: Resignation letter

PARK STATE BANK: Signer Changes

OLD SCHOOL LIVES: Cotton Days Festival/Contribution Request*

CENTRAL ST. LOUIS COUNTY FAIR MEADOWLANDS: Contribution Request*

MEADOWLANDS AMBULANCE: Explanation of services, Open House Flyer

MINNESOTA LTAP TECHNOLOGY EXCHANGE

NEWSLINE

COTTON CHRONICLE

MISCELLANEOUS CATALOGS, ADVERTIZING & FLYERS

*AGENDA ITEMS

The board heard from Ginger Kinsley; Old School Lives. Old School Lives will be hosting a Cotton Days Centennial Celebration on August 10-13, 2022, celebrating 100 years of the Cotton School and ten years of Old School Lives. The Wilbert Café was established in 1922 as well. Several ideas for events were discussed including a parade, concert, dance, class reunions, historical displays, and a street dance. Old School Lives requested a contribution to help fund the celebration. There will be a Cotton Days Centennial Celebration Meeting on June 14, 2022, at 11:00am at the Old School Lives. There was discussion regarding funding options including Minnesota Statute 365.10 subd. 12 and 14. Clerk Julin will verify funding prior to the next regular board meeting. Tabled. 
The township is waiting to hear back from Mike Hedlund; Minnesota Department of Transportation regarding possible ditching issues along Highway 53 on the south side of Kauppi Lake Road. Supervisor Nelson commented there is work going on in the right of way on Highway 53 near Cemetery Road that should be mentioned to Hedlund as well. 
OLD BUSINESS
911/Communications Wildfire Resiliency Efforts Workshop: The Cotton Volunteer Fire Department has several trainings scheduled throughout the summer. The board suggested holding off on the Community Wildfire Protection Planning Meeting and try to plan for early spring next year instead.

Harassment Policy, Contribution, Road List: A harassment policy draft, list of contributions and road list was sent to the township attorney for review.
CONTINUUM 
Roads: Dust Control:  The board reviewed St. Louis County Public Works Calcium Chloride Dust Control 2022 Contract Prices and 2022 Calcium Chloride prices from Jake’s Companies. Jake can coordinate with the township’s road contractor and place the dust control after class 5 is placed and roads are graded. Jared Mevissen motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve Jake’s Companies LLC apply 16,000 gallons of calcium chloride at $1.15 per gallon. Chloride to be placed on 11 miles of township roads with a 12-foot roadway width the week of June 20th. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

The road name sign on Moberg Road is missing. The township is waiting for an estimate from St. Louis County Public Works to furbish and install a new sign. Tabled.
Lily Lake Road Obstructions: There are several vehicles being moved and added to the township’s right of way on Lily Lake Road regularly. The St. Louis County Sheriff’s Office is trying to get a deputy to various town hall meetings on a regular basis and make themselves available for questions, comments, or concerns. The board suggested reaching out to the Sheriff’s Office and request a deputy attend a regular town board meeting to discuss this issue. 
Ditching Cemetery Road: The possibility of ditching Cemetery Road was discussed during the 2022 Spring Road Review. Supervisor Randall will request an estimate from Woods Brother’s Excavating. 
Community Center: Water Pressure: Larry Keough changed the water filter on the kitchen sink, changed the main water filter in the mechanical room and checked the pressure settings on the pressure switch. Hopefully this will resolve the issue. 
Warming Shack: The roof on the warming shack is in poor condition and should be replaced. Discussion regarding local companies that would be available to complete the work.  Steph Bergum will request an estimate for material and labor from Bergum Custom Builders.  
Strip and Wax Floors: The floors in the community center have not been stripped and waxed since 2020. The board requested quotes from two different companies. Tabled. 
Paper Shredder: The paper shredder in the township office is broken and needs to be replaced. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randal to approve Megan Julin to spend up to $200.00 on a paper shredder. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Lawn Mower: The lawn mower needs repairs. Larry Keough brought the mower to L&M Fleet and Supply but they won’t be able to fix it for two to three weeks. The board suggested contacting another business to see if it can be repaired sooner. 
Gas Card: A gas card was purchased from speedway several years ago for the groundskeepers to fill lawn mowers and other equipment. The card has approximately $125.00 left. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randal to approve Larry Keough purchase a $500 gas card. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.

MEETINGS: Clerk Julin requested to change the date of the regular town board meeting in July. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to change the regular town board meeting to Tuesday, July 12, 2022, at 6:00pm. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.

NEW BUSINESS
Fire Hall Lights: Multiple ceiling lights at the fire hall are not working. The township owns the large fire hall and property. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to have Larry Keough repair the lights at the fire hall and purchase the materials needed. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Frontline Worker Pay: Frontline worker pay eligibility requirements were posted on the township office door. 
Credit Cards: The former treasurer’s credit card was cancelled due to her resignation. The card was used to pay certain bills and purchase supplies. Supervisor Nelson suggested Clerk Julin apply for a credit card in her name and the treasurer can apply for a credit card after the election in March 2023. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve Clerk Megan Julin apply for a credit card through Park State Bank or Capital One. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Uncashed Checks:  There are two checks that were issued several months ago and have not been cashed. The recipients have been contacted and stated they received the checks but lost them. Jared Mevissen motioned, supported by Tim Randall to void and reissue check numbers 19017 totaling $56.13 and 20027 totaling $8.37. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.

A contribution request was reviewed for the Meadowlands Fair. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson to approve a contribution of $750.00 to the Central St. Louis County Meadowlands Fair. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Supervisor Nelson mentioned the possibility of investing in I Bonds. It is a savings bond that earns interest based on combining a fixed rate and an inflation rate. Discussion about whether government entities can purchase them. Tabled
Tim Randall mentioned several items that groundskeeper Larry needs to purchase are above the approved amount of $100. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to increase the purchasing limit for Larry Keough to $300.00. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 8:00 p.m. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Respectfully submitted,
______________________________  






Town Clerk

Approved: 

_____________________________

_________________             
Town Chair

  


Date
