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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                             June 8, 2023

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the town office, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Sandi Nelson, Supervisor Tim Randall, Supervisor Larry Keough, Deputy Treasurer Steph Bergum, and Clerk Megan Julin. There were five residents present, Todd Julin and Gary Gagnon; Cotton Volunteer Fire Department. Jim Burho, Pete Weidman, and Chet Luczak from South Strand Lake Road. 
Clerk’s minutes. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson to approve the May 11, 2023 Board Meeting minutes as distributed. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson to approve the Local Board of Appeal Meeting minutes as distributed. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

The Deputy Treasurer presented the cash control, schedule 1, investments, and financial statements.

GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $19,625.66 receipts $0.00; disbursements $5,929.83; ending balance $13,695.83
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance $89,099.37; receipts $425.52: disbursements $1,944.45; ending balance $87,580.44
COVID: beginning balance $49,067.72; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $49,067.72

FIRE FUND: beginning balance ($176.66); receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance ($176.66)

CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $14,998.09; receipts $3,672.10; disbursements $1,868.07; ending balance $16,802.12
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $14,664.30; receipts $0.00; disbursements $211.30; ending balance $14,543.00

PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $19,953.04; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $19,953.04

NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $21,209.74; receipts $985.72; disbursements $2,702.74.; ending balance $19,492.72
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $228,441.26
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $5,083.34 


TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $12,656.39
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $220,868.21
OUTSTANDING CHECKS: $2,772.82
TOTAL PER BANK STATEMENT: $223,641.03
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $131,090.52
INTEREST: $0.00
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $131,090.52
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 05/31/23 $351,958.73
ACCRUED INTEREST: $1,292.35
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE WITH ACCRUED INTEREST: $132,382.87
TOTAL BALANCE WITH ACCRUED INTEREST: 05/31/23 $353,251.08
Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve online EFT payment of $215.29 to be withdrawn on July 3, 2023 to pay Arvig for phone/fax/internet bill. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Employee Payroll period beginning 05/01/2023 and ending 05/15/2023, check numbers 20605-20609 totaling $782.69 was reviewed. 
The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Claim # 
Amount

Chronicle Payroll 
Period End 05/31/2023
20610

           
$      372.65

Regular Payroll
Period End 05/31/2023
20611-20620

$   4,683.57
Cotton Post Office
Chronicle Mailing
20621


$      275.00
Kurt Gronseth 
Mileage
20622


$          1.98
Jennifer Fallang
Mileage
20623


$          6.55
Tim Randall
Mileage
20624


$        36.03
MaryAnne Keough
Mileage & Reimbursement
20625


$        69.50

Larry Keough 
Mileage
20626


$          9.83

Megan Julin
Mileage
20627


$        32.75

PERA
Retirement
20628


$      476.64
A-1 Services Inc
Portable Restroom
20629


$      166.25
Forum Communications
Chronicle Printing & Circulation
20630


$   1,084.95
Menards-Hermantown
Supplies
20631


$        19.52
Menards-Virginia
Flowers
20632


$        29.10
Metro Sales, Inc.
Printing Fees
20633


$        78.80
Paleface Services
Lawn Mower Repairs
20634


$        91.00

St. Louis County Fair Association
Meadowlands Fair Contribution
20635


$      750.00

St. Louis County Auditor
Sandbags
20636


$      340.00

Park State Bank Credit Card
Subscriptions, Supplies
20637


$      104.37

St. Louis County Assoc of Townships
Membership Dues
20638


$      683.20

Norland Environmental Services
Garbage Service
20639


$      148.01
Jake’s Companies
Grading
20640


$   3,280.00


Lake Country Power 
Electric
06231


$      280.00
Arvig
Telephone/Fax/Internet
06232


$      218.20
Internal Revenue Service
Withholdings
06233


$   1,116.34
Total For Period  -  $14,354.24
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Larry Keough to approve and sign the claims list for #20610-20640 including electronic fund transfer payments #63231-06233 totaling $14,354.24 to pay the bills for payment. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES


AUDITOR: Updated MN Voter Registration & Absentee Ballot application forms

LAND & MINERALS: Shaw Pit Key info*


PLANNING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Public Hearing Notice


PUBLIC HEALTH: May Disease Prevention and Control Partner Letter

PUBLIC WORKS: Vic Lund Hage Road sign*


SHERIFF’S OFFICE: Spring Flooding*

STATE OF MN OFFICES


AUDITOR: Weekly Updates, Pension Newsletter


DEPT. OF HEALTH: Notice of intent to adopt rules without a public hearing

FEMA: Spring Flooding*

US DEPT OF AGRICULTURE: Home Repair Assistance

MN ASSOC OF TOWNSHIPS: May Newsletter, Town Law Review, Notice of delinquent dues*

SLC ASSOC OF TOWNSHIP OFFICERS: May 2022 Annual Minutes, 2023 Session info

VC3: Video conferencing information*

MELRUDE BOYS: Estimate*

PARK STATE BANK: Interest Rates*

EDWARDS OIL: Dust control rates*

A TOUCH OF MAGIC ENTERTAINMENT: National Night Out*

SARA WEEKS: Cemetery Lot & Burial*

BRIAN WILSON: Fireworks*

KURT GRONSETH: Resignation Letter*

ULINE: Chair rack cover information*

RAMS: Meeting notice and agenda, Updates 

MEADOWLANDS AMBULANCE: Thank you letter

POSTER COMPLIANCE: Updates

BEST BUY: In-home consultations*

COTTON CHRONICLE

MISCELLANEOUS CATALOGS, ADVERTIZING & FLYERS

*AGENDA ITEMS

Chet Luczak spoke on behalf of residents on an unnamed private road located off South Strand Lake Road. Gloria Erickson, St. Louis County Firewise Coordinator and Cotton Volunteer Fire Department (CVFD) members suggested naming the road to make it easier for emergency personnel to locate addresses. Luczak and many residents feel that naming the road would create problems for residents including paying legal fees associated with changing multiple documents. The residents on this road do not want to name the road currently. Fire Chief Todd Julin mentioned he spoke with St. Louis County Sherriff’s Office GIS Principal Matt Goodman. Goodman stated it is recommended to name the road, but there is no law requiring it. Julin and Gagnon discussed the possibility of delays if there is a medical emergency at an address located on the road. It is up to the residents on the road whether or not they name the road. The Board will not pursue naming. Todd Julin will contact Gloria Erickson and let her know the situation has been resolved and no further action is required. 
Todd Julin and Gary Gagnon stated Cotton Volunteer Fire Department will be attending National Night Out. They would like to help make the event a success anyway they can. CVFD will bring fire engines, perform standard CPR training, and raffle a Blackstone Grill. Discussion regarding events, prizes, food and community involvement. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Larry Keough to approve the clerk to purchase prizes and dunk tank rental fees, pending insurance approval using the credit card. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

OLD BUSINESS
Park State Bank Interest Rates. Certificate of Deposit #9188 is expiring in July. The Board discussed interest rates and terms. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Larry Keough to purchase a Certificate of Deposit from Park State Bank for $20,000.00 at 4.28% for 13 months with interest to accrue. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
CONTINUUM 
Roads: Dust Control: The Board reviewed estimates for calcium chloride.  Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Larry Keough to purchase approximately 16,000 gallons of Calcium Chloride at $1.30 per gallon from Jake’s Companies. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. Supervisor Randall will contact Jake and request it to be placed after gravel is placed and roads are graded by June 30th. Shaw Pit Key: The township can contact St. Louis County Public works after the gravel has been crushed to retrieve two access keys. South Strand Private Road: Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Larry Keough the township will not take over maintenance of Evergreen Lane. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. Hage Road Name Sign: The resident living on Hage Road does not want a road name sign. 2023 Spring Flooding: Road damage and sandbagging estimates were submitted to Caleb Smith; Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). It is uncertain when the township will find out if reimbursement will be received. 
Cemetery Deed: Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Larry Keough to approve Cotton Lakeview Cemetery Deed Lot Number 41 Block Number 10 to Sara Weeks for Ralph and Fern Weeks. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. New Section Road: Four to five loads of class 5 will be placed at the entrance of the new section at the cemetery and a culvert if necessary. Work will be added to the 2023 Road Review and sent to contractors. 
Community Center: Groundskeeper Position: Kurt Gronseth resigned his groundskeeper position as of May 26, 2023. There were two applications submitted to the township from a husband and wife interested in the position. An estimate from Melrude Boys was reviewed. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Larry Keough to hire Brandon and Chelsie Omdahl to fill the Groundskeeper position Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.  
Video Conferencing System: Clerk Julin met with Amy Kane from VC3 in the community center to discuss the best options for a Video Conference Room Setup. The new estimate was reviewed and will be half the price originally estimated. Weed control: Supervisor Keough will take care of weed control at the community center and cemetery. Chair Rack Cover: Tabled.
MEETINGS: MEETINGS: Regular Town Board Meeting July 13, 2023 @ 6:00pm, National Night Out August 1, 2023 @ 5-7pm, Regular Town Board Meeting August 10, 2023 @ 6:00pm
NEW BUSINESS
MN Association of Townships Dues: Check #20568 for $683.20 was misplaced. Stop payment was issued by Park State Bank and check was voided. A new check was issued and was included in this month’s claims. 
Brian Wilson Fireworks: Request was submitted for a firework show in 2024 on Mink Road. Expenditures by towns are limited to those authorized by statute. If there is no statute to authorize the contribution, then it can not be made. Larry Keough motioned, supported by Tim Randall to deny the firework contribution request. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.  
Cotton Chronicle Rummage Sale Advertisements: Tim Randall motioned, supported by Larry Keough the cost of rummage sale advertisements in the Cotton Chronicle be changed to $10.00. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.  

Best Buy Total Tech in Home Consultations: Best Buy will no longer offer home consultations or Home Experts in the township’s area. Total Tech membership expires in November 2023.   

Tim Randall motioned, supported by Larry Keough that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:37 p.m. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Respectfully submitted,
______________________________  






Town Clerk
Approved: 
_____________________________

_________________  
Town Chair

  


Date
