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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                           June 11, 2020

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the Cotton Community Center, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Will Keyes, Supervisor Jared Mevissen, Treasurer Calla Peterson, Deputy Treasurer Steph Bergum, and Clerk Megan Julin. Supervisor Tim Randall was in attendance virtually via GoToMeeting. There were two residents, Larry and MaryAnne Keough and one guest, Jake Demenge; Jake’s Companies LLC. 
Clerk’s minutes. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve the May 14, 2020 Board Meeting minutes as distributed. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED.
The treasurer presented the cash control statement, schedule 1 and investments.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $42,128.02; receipts $0.00; disbursements $8,780.41; ending balance $33,347.61
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance $116,872.93; receipts $80.00: disbursements $2,348.74; ending balance $114,604.19 
FIRE FUND: beginning balance $(-1,425.32); receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $(-1,425.32)
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $12,963.31; receipts $2,580.36; disbursements $1,453.15; ending balance $14,090.52
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $12,077.75; receipts $500.00; disbursements $713.74; ending balance $11,864.01
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $11,500.38; receipts $30.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $11,530.38
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $32,969.65; receipts $709.34; disbursements $2,007.91; ending balance $31,671.08
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $227,086.72
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $3,899.70 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $15,303.95
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $215,682.47
OUTSTANDING CHECKS: $2,283.71
TOTAL PER BANK STATEMENT: $217,966.18
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $74,829.11
INTEREST: $7.91
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $74,837.02
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 05/31/20 $290,519.49 
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve online payment of $210.84 to be withdrawn on July 3, 2020 to pay Arvig for phone/fax/internet bill. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Check # 
Amount

Payroll  
Period End 05/31/2020
18411-18423

$   3,987.67
Jake’s Companies
Grading, Disking, Dust Control
18424


$ 15,700.00

Northland Environmental Service Inc.
Garbage Service
18425


$      128.70

Capital One
Office Supplies/Website
18426


$      360.50
METRO
Printing Fee
18427


$        25.79
Cotton Post Office
Chronicle mailing
18428


$      240.00

Larry Keough
Mileage
18429


$        12.08

MaryAnne Keough
Mileage
18430


$        17.25

Will Keyes
Mileage
18431


$        32.78

Jared Mevissen
Training Reimbursement & Mileage
18432


$        60.65

Calla Peterson
Mileage
18433


$        69.00

Tim Randall
Mileage
18434


$        13.23
Ruthann Ultican
Mileage
18435


$          4.03
Megan Julin
Reimbursement
18436


$        22.59
McRae Land Improvements
Culvert maintenance
18437


$      340.00
Forum Communications
Chronicle printing/circulation
18438


$      355.06
PERA
Retirement
18439


$      376.38  

Lake Country Power 
Utilities
06201


$      312.00

Arvig
Phone/fax/internet
06202


$      216.92
Internal Revenue Service
Withholdings May
06203


$      850.69

Total For Period $23,125.32
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve and sign the claims list for #18411 – 18439 including debit #06201-06203 totaling $23,125.32 to pay the Bills For Payment. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Correspondence:
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES


AUDITOR: Election Training & Reminders*


ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES: Proposed 2021 MSW Disposal Fee, Hazardous Waste Collections


LAND & MINERALS: Proposed sale of State Tax Forfeited land*


HEALTH DEPT: COVID-19 information


PUBLIC WORKS: Calcium chloride bid, Signs*, improvement requests*

STATE OF MN OFFICES


AUDITOR: E-Update, Pension Division Newsletter


DEPT OF HEALTH: COVID-19 information 

DEMOGRAPHIC CENTER: Annual population and household estimates

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES: Tax forfeited land*

SECRETARY OF STATE: Vega-2 Grant information

MN ASSOCIATION OF TOWNSHIPS: Membership Cards*, Updates (Conference calls)*, Newsletter, 

MCRAE: Gravel pit photos*

DAVE PETRICH: Strip and wax floors quote*

JAKE’S COMPANIES: Lily Lake Road Disking quotes*

NICK O’ROURKE: Sign complaint 

ENERGY WISE MN

NEWSLINE

COTTON CHRONICLE

*AGENDA ITEMS

CONTINUUM 
Community Center:  Larry Keough examined the roof of the community center and everything looks good. Dave Petrich Cleaning is able to strip and wax the floors on June 19th. They have received good reviews from other townships in the area and their prices are reasonable. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve Dave Petrich Cleaning to strip and wax the floors in the community center for the price of $1,406.90 and steam clean the tile floor in the bathrooms for an additional $90.50. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. The township will follow the current executive order 20-74 and follow the Cotton Township Preparedness Plan concerning Cotton Community Center Rentals. The extra tables that were previously stored in the garage and borrowed to residents for private events have broken over time due to normal use. There was discussion on purchasing new tables and chairs that could be rented to residents. There have already been numerous requests for tables this summer. Rental prices and deposit fees were discussed. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve to spend up to $1,700.00 on tables and chairs. Rental fees will be $1.50/chair and $10.00 per table. A deposit of $100.00 will be required. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. Larry will fabricate a rack to store the tables and chairs in the garage. Jared Mevissen conducted an inspection of the buildings prior to the AWAIR Training and mentioned a few concerns. There was discussion regarding the poor condition of the small shed behind the warming shack. Larry will dissemble and remove it. A cover will be placed over the exterior outlet on the warming shack. A lock will be placed on the door of the mechanical room for safety reasons. There was discussion on where a spare key could be left in case renters need access to the dust mop etc. Larry will look into the option and pricing of placing a code entry knob. The fence along the north side of the property was damaged by the snowplow. Larry will fix the fence with supplies that are in the garage. Supervisor Randall will contact St. Louis County Public Works and let them know the fence was damaged. McRae Land Improvements will deliver 3 yards of sand that Larry will use in the park and to fill rut in the grass made by the snowplow. 
Cemetery: There was confusion on Memorial Day about direction of traffic in the cemetery. There was discussion if signs are necessary, Larry will look into it. Larry removed a tree that fell on Cemetery Road. 
Meetings: Town Board Meeting July 9th @ 6:00pm
Roads: CNN Railroad repaired Tanttu Road after completion of the railroad crossing project. Supervisor Keyes and Randall inspected the road and both reported it is in good condition. Supervisors will reinspect Tanttu Road in the fall to determine if additional gravel placement is necessary. Jake’s Companies disked the shoulders of Lily Lake Road. Supervisor Mevissen reported the work looked good, but the road could use 2-3 loads after the first hill before the curve. Larry Demenge agreed the road could use a few loads. Supervisor Mevisson filled out a Road Project Completion Certificate after inspecting the disking project. Larry Demenge informed the board they are planning on grading the roads on June 18th and 19th after the gravel is placed from 2020 Road Review. Dust Control will be placed the following week. St. Louis County (SLC) Public Works is requesting the township does some brushing on Tanttu Road and Pioneer Lake Road to allow more room to maneuver equipment. Supervisor Randall has been in communication with Curt Larson, foreman at the Cotton SLC Public Works Garage and Supervisor Randall will inspect Tanttu and Pioneer Lake Road prior to the July 9th Board Meeting. SLC Public Works also requested to improve the turnaround on Fisher Road. They require a minimum turnaround to be 30 feet wide by 75 feet deep. McRae Land Improvements will place and spread 2-3 loads of class 5 on Fisher road to accommodate the request. The Board reviewed recommendations made by Victor Lund, PE Traffic Engineer St. Louis County regarding the placement of a dead-end sign on Lily Lake Road. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to request St. Louis County furnish and install a dead-end sign on Lily Lake Road. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

NEW BUSINESS
Post Office Damage: The floors and door in the post office are damaged from mail carts. Clerk Julin will contact the Eveleth Post Master in charge of that office to discuss the issue. 
Gravel Pit: The state is not interested in selling the land next to the township gravel pit. Rick McRae submitted pictures and a letter regarding concerns he has with the condition of the pit after KGM completed the project on Comstock Lake Road. There are piles of material that he feels should be moved and standing water that should be drained. Supervisor Randall will look at the pit to determine what should be done. He will also call McRae. The board discussed the sale of class 5 gravel to residents. The material that is left in the pit is covered with an excessive amount of clay. When the pile class 5 runs out, the township will not be able to have more crushed. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to stop selling class 5 gravel to residents starting July 1, 2020 Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. Pit run sales require board approval. 
AWAIR: The 2020 AWAIR Training was conducted with all Cotton Township employees prior to tonight’s meeting. A copy of the AWAIR packet is on file with the clerk in the township office. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to accept and sign Cotton Township’s Workplace Accident and Injury Reduction Program and the Policy on Illegal Drugs and Alcohol. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

MN ASSOCIATION OF TOWNSHIPS: Membership cards were distributed. Township Tuesday conference calls are being held on Tuesdays at 10 AM each week.
St. Louis County Board sent a courtesy letter informing the township they approved the following property for sale: 305-0020-01490 LOT 4 Sec 9 Twp 54 Rge 17.
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve Stephanie Bergum, Kim Erickson, Megan Julin, Debbie Leppala, Lowell Lund, Pat Lund, Sandi Nelson, Calla Peterson, JoAnne Saline, Janis Wendell, Laura Yrjanson, and Randy Yrjanson as election judges and alternates for the Tuesday, August 11, 2020 State Primary and the Tuesday, November 3, 2020 Election. The clerk may make election judge appointments to fill vacancies should they occur. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.

Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to sell spoils from the township pit for $1.00/yard. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

As there was no further business, Will Keyes motioned supported by Jared Mevissen that the meeting be adjourned at 7:49 p.m. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Respectfully submitted,
______________________________  






Town Clerk

Approved:




 
_____________________________
Town Chair

  


_________________Date              

