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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                              July 8, 2021


The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the Cotton Community Center to maintain social distancing due to COVID-19, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Will Keyes, Supervisor Jared Mevissen, Treasurer Calla Peterson, Deputy Treasurer Steph Bergum, and Clerk Megan Julin. Supervisor Tim Randall was in attendance virtually, via GoToMeeting. There was one guest, Jake Demenge; Jake’s Companies LLC
Clerk’s minutes. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve the June 10, 2021 Board Meeting minutes as distributed. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Will Keyes ayes. MOTION CARRIED. The clerk informed the board that the meeting start time was incorrect in the March, April and May 2021 Minutes. The meetings were called to order at approximately 6:00pm, not 6:30pm. The payroll end date in the May 2021 minutes should be 4/30/2021 not 3/31/2021. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve the corrections to the March, April and May 2021 clerk’s minutes. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Will Keyes ayes. MOTION CARRIED.
The treasurer presented the cash control statement, schedule 1 and investments.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $31,896.95 receipts $0.00; disbursements $9,523.00; ending balance $22,373.95
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance $127,226.27; receipts $0.00: disbursements $9,108.92; ending balance $118,117.35
FIRE FUND: beginning balance $(-1,211.78); receipts $0.00; disbursements $63.12; ending balance $(-1,274.90)
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $15,575.54; receipts $448.00; disbursements $1,328.94; ending balance $14,694.60
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $9,764.83; receipts $0.00; disbursements $635.71; ending balance $9,129.12
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $14,650.46; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $14,650.46
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $30,890.86; receipts $1,646.78; disbursements $1.64; ending balance $32,536.00
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $228,793.13
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $2,094.78 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $20,661.33
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $210,226.58
OUTSTANDING CHECKS: $1,539.47
TOTAL PER BANK STATEMENT: $211,766.05
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $75,393.89
INTEREST: $1.64
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $75,395.53
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 6/30/21 $285,622.11 
Jared Mevissen motioned, supported by Will Keyes to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve online EFT payment of $216.94 to be withdrawn on August 3, 2021 to pay Arvig for phone/fax/internet bill. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Employee Payroll period beginning 6/01/2021 and ending 6/14/2021, check numbers 18833 and 18853-18857, totaling $1,111.41 was reviewed and signed by the supervisors. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to accept Employee Payroll. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED.
The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Check # 
Amount

Regular Payroll 
Period End 6/30/2021
18858 - 18868

$   3,230.07
Chronicle Payroll
Period End 6/30/2021
18869 - 18871

$      622.14
Jake’s Companies
Grading & Dust Control
18872


$ 21,296.60
Norland Environmental Service Inc.
Garbage Service
18873


$      132.21
Tracy Excavating
Sexton Work
18874


$      250.00
Election Systems & Software
DS200 Warranty & Firmware
18875


$      227.50
Menards-Virginia
Cleaning Supplies
18876


$        38.99
St. Louis County Fair Association 
Meadowlands Fair Contribution
18877


$      750.00

Cotton Post Office
Chronicle Mailing
18878


$      245.00

Calla Peterson
Mileage
18879


$        67.20
Larry Keough
Mileage
18880


$        11.20  
MaryAnne Keough
Mileage
18881


$          5.60
Forum Communications
Chronicle Printing & Circulation
18882


$      938.76
PERA
Retirement
18883


$      517.37
Wood Brothers Excavating LLC
Road Work
18884


$   5,480.00

Internal Revenue
June Withholdings Second Payment
06213_2


$      201.12

Lake Country Power
Electric
07211


$      289.00
Arvig
Phone/fax/internet
07212


$      222.89
Internal Revenue Service
Withholdings July
07213


$      759.50
MN Dept of Revenue 
Second Quarter State Withholdings
07214


$      172.60

Capital One
Office Supplies
07218


$      510.63
Total For Period $35,968.38
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve and sign the claims list for #18858-18884 including EFT debit #06213_2, 07218 and #07211-07214 totaling $35,968.38 to pay the Bills For Payment. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Jake Demenge, Jake’s Companies reported the roads graded and calcium chloride was place for dust control. They will be mowing roadsides sometime in the next couple weeks. The board discussed several options to control the dust on South Strand Lake Road. The amount of calcium chloride placed on South Strand Lake Road was increased to 5,300 gallons in 2020 and 2021. Placing class 5 next spring could be beneficial. Supervisor Keyes suggested placing taconite tailing. Road Supervisor Tim Randall will look into it.

Correspondence:
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES


ASSESSOR’S: Board of Appeal & Equalization online training* 

HUMAN RESOURCES: Job announcements 


PUBLIC WORKS: Communication concerning road signs *


SHERIFF’S: Re-addressing off Munger Shaw Road *  

STATE OF MN OFFICES

AUDITOR: E-Updates and Newsletter

TRANSPORTATION: Transportation Survey* 

MN ASSOC OF TOWNSHIPS: American Rescue Plan information, broadband infrastructure program

COURI & RUPPE, P.L.L.P: Township Legal Seminar*

PEQUAYWAN TREASURER: Salary Survey

ARVIG: Cotton Chronicle notice of federal contractor status

LAKE COUNTRY POWER: Scam Alert

GREG OVERFORS: Cotton Historical stuff

COTTON CHRONICLE

NEWSLINE

PERAphase

WUORI NEWSLETTER

GOVERNMENTAL SOLUTIONS 

ISD 2142 NEWSLETTER

RECREATION CATALOGS

CERTIFIED LETTER SENT

*AGENDA ITEMS

OLD BUSINESS

Automatic External Defibrillator Training: Calla Peterson reported the Cotton Volunteer Fire Department (CVFD) was unable to have a meeting in July due to lack of a quorum. She will ask the department at the August CVFD meeting if they would be willing to provide AED training to the township. 

Quarterly: Will Keyes motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen, the First and Second Quarter 2021 Audit will be held on September 9, 2021 at 5:00pm. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

CONTINUUM 
Roads: Road Signs:St. Louis County Public Works will be furnishing and installing dead end signs on Moberg and Kauppi Lake roads and a road name sign on Lily Lake Road. The spelling of Lily Lake Road was incorrect on the St. Louis County Land Portal. Clerk Julin contacted Matt Goodman, GIS Principle St. Louis County Sheriff’s Office to verify the spelling. Goodman stated the USPS uses the spelling “Lily Lake Road”, and the US Board on Geographic Names’ GNIS, for the nearby lake also uses this spelling. Given the evidence, he corrected St. Louis County’s mapping date, removing one of the extraneous L’s from the spelling. The data correction should become visible in the online mapping systems in the coming week. 
Re-addressing: Re-addressing was completed by the St. Louis County Sheriff’s 9-1-1 Emergency Communications Office for a shared driveway off Munger Shaw Road. Property owners gave unanimous consent to eliminate “Munger Shaw Road” as the name of the private driveway. The new road name is “Pioneer Shores Drive”.  St. Louis Public Works will install a road name sign at Munger Shaw Road. 
MnDot Survey: The Minnesota Department of Transportation requested Cotton Township complete the Non-Metro Official Survey. The township’s input will be used to improve the statewide transportation planning and programming process. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen, the clerk complete the Non-Metro Official Survey. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Community Center: Preparedness Plan: The COVID-19 Statewide Emergency expired on June 30th, 2021 at 11:59pm. The township’s preparedness plan is no longer necessary. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to remove the Cotton Township Preparedness Plan. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

MEETINGS:  The November Regular Board Meeting is scheduled for November 11, 2021. Per Minn. Stat. 645.44, subd. 5, the town is not supposed to hold any public meeting on a legal holiday and Veteran’s Day is one of the holidays listed. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to change the November 2021 Regular Board Meeting date to November 15, 2021 at 6:00pm. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

Town Board Meeting August 12, @ 6:00pm; MN Association of Townships District 10 Township Meeting August 26, 2021 in Grand Lake @ 6:00pm
NEW BUSINESS
Fire Hall Gravel: The driveway at the Cotton Fire Hall needs gravel. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve 15 yards of class 5 be placed at the Cotton Fire Hall by Wood Brothers Excavating. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Table Chair Rental: Ten tables and eighty chairs were reserved, and a rental fee was prepaid including a $100.00 deposit, totaling $320.00. Only eight tables and forty chairs were rented totaling $140.00. Cotton Township has 5 tables and 40 chairs available for rent. Rental prices and agreements are on file with the clerk in the town office.  Will Keyes motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to issue check #18885 for the amount of $180.00 to Ruth Ultican for chair/table rental and deposit refund.  Tim Randall. Jared Mevissen aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
CD Maturity Date: The certificate of deposit at Park State Bank will mature on July 18, 2021. The clerk and treasurer have been dealing with several issues throughout the merger of American Bank to Park State Bank. The board discussed waiting a few months before purchasing another CD in case switching banks becomes prudent. At this time, the interest rate for the township’s checking account is higher than the savings account. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to cash out CD #9187 for the amount of $20,000.00 and deposit into the checking account until further notice. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Will Keyes aye. Tim MOTION CARRIED.

American Rescue Plan: Training on how to apply for funding and uses of funds is being offered on the MN Association of Townships website. The clerk and treasurer will apply for funding next week.
Local Board of Appeal and Equalization Training: Supervisor Keyes will need to complete online training for the 2022 appeals season by February 1, 2022.
Couri & Ruppe Legal Seminar:  The legal seminar will be held at the Cotton Community Center on October 16, 2021 from 9:00am – 3:00pm. Lunch is provided and registration is required.
The Cotton Volunteer Fire Department (CVFD) has not provided the board with a 2020 financial report. Treasurer Peterson will inform CVFD that the Cotton Town Board is requesting a 2020 financial report prior to issuing a payment for the second half of the 2021 contract. 

As there was no further business, Will Keyes motioned supported by Jared Mevissen that the meeting be adjourned at 7:02 p.m. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Respectfully submitted,
______________________________  






Town Clerk

Approved: 



 
_____________________________

_________________              
Town Chair

  


Date
