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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                            July 13, 2023

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the town office, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Sandi Nelson, Supervisor Tim Randall, Supervisor Larry Keough, Treasurer Jill Clark, Deputy Treasurer Steph Bergum, and Clerk Megan Julin. There were seven residents present; Pete Weidman, Greg Larson, Bryan Fleck Fred Zorn, Chris Magney; Evergreen Lane and Todd Julin; Cotton Volunteer Fire Department. There was one guest present, Gloria Erickson; Contracted St. Louis County Firewise Coordinator.
Clerk’s minutes. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Larry Keough to approve the June 8, 2023 Board Meeting minutes as distributed. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
The Treasurer presented the cash control, schedule 1, investments, and financial statements.

GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $14,379.03 receipts $0.00; disbursements $8,477.53; ending balance $5,901.50
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance $87,580.44; receipts $0.00: disbursements $3,812.23; ending balance $83,768.21
COVID: beginning balance $49,067.72; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $49,067.72

FIRE FUND: beginning balance ($176.66); receipts $0.00; disbursements $44.06; ending balance ($220.72)

CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $16,802.12; receipts $345.60; disbursements $1,858.99; ending balance $15,288.73
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $14,453.00; receipts $1,000.00; disbursements $412.48; ending balance $15,040.52
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $19,953.04; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $19,953.04

NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $19,492.72; receipts $2,504.46; disbursements $754.50; ending balance $21,242.68
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $221,551.41
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $3,850.06 


TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $15,359.79
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $210,041.68
OUTSTANDING CHECKS: $3,105.22
TOTAL PER BANK STATEMENT: $213,146.90
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $131,090.52
INTEREST: $4.50
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $131,095.02
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 06/30/23 $341,136.70
ACCRUED INTEREST: $1,292.35
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE WITH ACCRUED INTEREST: $132,387.37
TOTAL BALANCE WITH ACCRUED INTEREST: 06/30/23 $342,429.05
Check #20568 was voided and check #20638 was reissued on June 8, 2023. 
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson to approve online EFT payment of $215.40 to be withdrawn on August 3, 2023 to pay Arvig for phone/fax/internet bill. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Employee Payroll period beginning 06/01/2023 and ending 06/15/2023, check numbers 20641-20646 totaling $971.05 was reviewed. 
The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Claim # 
Amount

Regular Payroll
Period End 06/30/2023
20647-20655

$   2,679.06

Chronicle Payroll 
Period End 06/30/2023
20656

           
$      266.27
Cotton Post Office
Chronicle Mailing
20657


$      285.00
Jennifer Fallang
Mileage
20658


$          6.55
Cotton Volunteer Fire Department
Second Half of 2023 Contract
20659


$ 20,000.00

Jill Clark
Mileage
20660


$        19.65

Larry Keough 
Mileage
20661


$          3.28
JoAnne Saline
Election Judge Training
20662


$        60.00
A-1 Services Inc
Portable Restroom
20663


$      155.00
BZ Electric, Inc.
Parts for Electrical Repairs 
20664


$      282.42

Federated Co-op, Inc.
Propane
20665


$      439.36

Goodin Company
Plumbing Equipment
20666


$      220.67 

GPM Inc
Pump for tank at fire hall
20667


$   3,962.70

Jake’s Companies
Grading & Dust Control
20668


$ 25,230.00

MATIT
Consolidated Liability Insurance
20669


$   4,240.00

Menards-Virginia
Flowers & Mulch
20670


$        39.86

Metro Sales, Inc.
Printing Fees
20671


$        72.31

Norland Environmental Services
Garbage Service
20672


$      148.01

Porky’s Building Supply
Foam for Fire Hall
20673


$   1,033.20
Steven Solkela
National Night Out Entertainment
20674


$      300.00

Tracy Excavating
Sexton Work
20675


$      500.00

VC3, Inc.
Video Equipment
20676


$   2,430.00

Wood Brothers Excavating
Road Work
20677


$   8,720.00

Will River Ranch
National Night Out Entertainment
20678


$      550.00

PERA
Retirement
20679


$      664.99

Park State Bank 
Adobe, National Night Out Supplies
20680


$      580.28

Range Paper
Paper Products
20681


$      320.63
Lake Country Power 
Electric
07231


$      280.00
Arvig
Telephone/Fax/Internet
07232


$      215.29
Internal Revenue Service
Withholdings June 3rd Quarter
07233


$      599.78
MN Department of Revenue
State Withholdings 2nd Quarter
07234


$      458.09

Internal Revenue Service
Withholdings June 2nd Quarter
06233_1


$      160.88


Total For Period  -  $74,923.28
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson to approve and sign the claims list for #20647-20681 including electronic fund transfer payments #07231-07234 and 06233_1 totaling $74,923.28 to pay the bills for payment. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES


AUDITOR: Electronic poll pad demonstration

PLANNING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Conditional use hearing summary


PUBLIC HEALTH: June Disease Prevention and Control Partner Letter

PUBLIC WORKS: Dust Control Bid 2023, Aggregate Crushing*


SHERIFF’S OFFICE: Spring Flooding*

STATE OF MN OFFICES


AUDITOR: Weekly Updates, Pension Newsletter

US DEPT OF TREASURY: Premium Pay info

MN ASSOC OF TOWNSHIPS: June Newsletter, Town Law Review, Notice of delinquent dues*

MN ASSOC OF TOWNSHIPS INSURANCE TRUST: Consolidated coverage policy

SLC SHERIFF’S VOLUNTEER RESCUE SQUAD: Contribution Request

KELSEY & NORTHLAND TOWNSHIPS, OSL: National Night Out info*

GLORIA ERICKSON: Firewise funding information

GOODIN & GPM: Account info*

VC3: Video conferencing information*

LAKE COUNTRY POWER: Notice of capital credit allocation

SOUTH RIGE ARTS EDUCATION: Thank you

SOUTH RIDGE AREA YOUTH BASEBALL: Thank you

CUORI & RUPPE: Legal Seminar Flyer

COIS: BZ Electric, Adam’s Pest Control, Jake’s Companies, CVFD, Willow River Ranch

RAMS: Community Development Resources Workshop*, Meeting notice and agenda, Minutes

COTTON CHRONICLE

MISCELLANEOUS CATALOGS, ADVERTIZING & FLYERS

*AGENDA ITEMS

Residents from Evergreen Lane requested the township take over responsibility for snow removal on this private road. Pete Weidman stated he spoke with St. Louis County (SLC) Public Works Cotton Road Foreman Dan Zezulka, and he claims Evergreen Lane is the only private road in the township that would meet SLC requirements and speculations. Supervisor Nelson suggested forming a road association and requesting SLC Public Works plow the road. Residents would be responsible for the expense. Residents feel the amount they pay in property taxes should cover snow removal expenses on Evergreen Lane and would like the township to cover the cost. Legally the township would be responsible for all maintenance of the road if they begin snow removal. Pete Weidman suggested creating a memorandum of understanding stating the township would only be responsible for snow removal. This would need to be done by the township attorney and residents on Evergreen Lane would be expected to cover the cost. Supervisor Nelson mentioned there would need to be a public hearing to inform residents of the proposal and possible impacts to the road levy. The Board should provide an opportunity for resident input prior to deciding. The township attorney and St. Louis County Public Works will be contacted to acquire more information. Tabled.  Pete Weidman thanked the Board for their time and consideration. 
Gloria Erickson explained the purpose and importance of supporting the Wildfire Mitigation Action Plan that was developed from input provided at the Cotton Community Wildfire Protection Strategic Planning Meeting. The plan will help prevent wildfires by being proactive, educating homeowners and it will benefit the entire community. Adopting the plan will increase grant funding opportunities. Supporting the plan does not oblige the township to provide funding and it is not a contract. The township will be informed prior to starting any projects. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to support, and be involved with the Wildfire Mitigation Action Plan upon Cotton Volunteer Fire Department approval as well. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Todd Julin stated the pump arrived for the underground tank at the fire hall. Despite a locate being completed by Gopher One, a wire was chopped by equipment while installing the tank. BZ Electric repaired the wire and charged the township for the parts only, labor was donated. There was discussion about clearing an area behind the firehall capable of landing a helicopter if needed. The necessity was apparent after the fires along Highway 53. Chief Julin and Supervisor Randall will look into what materials would be needed. 
OLD BUSINESS
National Night Out: CC Riders Snowmobile Club donated $1,000 to the township to contribute towards National Night Out. A donation for the cemetery was received from Sara Weeks.  Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Larry Keough to approved Resolution #23-208 Accepting Donations. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. Entertainment secured for National Night Out includes Steven Solkela’s Overpopulated One Man Band, Willow River Ranch Pony Rides, and face painting. The Cotton Civic Club will be serving root beer floats and help serve food. CC Riders Snowmobile Club will have a table, display the groomer and raffle prizes. Kral-Matha Peterson VFW Post 3044 will have a table and raffle a flag. Old School Lives is bringing a cotton candy and ice cream machine. They will also be doing a kid’s activity.  Sandbags: The sandbags from the 2023 flooding were moved to the St. Louis County Public Works Cotton Garage for storage. 
CONTINUUM 
Roads: Dust Control & Gravel: Gravel and dust control was placed on roads. Supervisor Randall received a call stating a resident was moving gravel on South Strand Lake Road with a skid steer. He spoke with the resident and informed them that the township is the road authority and residents can not use personal equipment to perform maintenance on the road. 
Community Center: Video Conferencing System: The video conferencing system was installed in the community center by VC3. They can do a demonstration when requested and will charge travel time only. Utility Room Faucet:  The faucet in the utility room was replaced.  
Cemetery:  The gate to the new section of the cemetery will be kept open.
MEETINGS: National Night Out August 1, 2023 @ 5-7pm, Regular Town Board Meeting August 10, 2023 @ 6:00pm, MN Association of Townships District 10 Meeting August 24, 2023 @ 6:00pm Iron Trail Event Center. 
NEW BUSINESS
Park State Bank Savings Account: Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Larry Keough to purchase two $10,000 certificates of deposits totaling $20,000 for a 13 month term at 4.28% out of the savings account from Park State Bank. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.  
St. Louis County Sheriff’s Volunteer Rescue Squad Contribution Request: Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Larry Keough to contribute $500.00 to the St. Louis County Sheriff’s Volunteer Rescue Squad. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.  

Semi Annual Audit: Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to schedule the 2023 Semi Annual Audit for September 19, 2023 at 5:00pm. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.  
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Larry Keough that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:29 p.m. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Respectfully submitted,
______________________________  






Town Clerk
Approved: 
_____________________________

_________________  
Town Chair

 


Date
