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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                            July 12, 2022

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the town office, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Jared Mevissen, Supervisor Sandi Nelson, Supervisor Tim Randall, Treasurer Jill Clark, Deputy Treasurer Steph Bergum, and Clerk Megan Julin. There was one resident present, Debra Shaff. 
Clerk’s minutes. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the June 9, 2022 Board Meeting minutes as distributed. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve the Town Board be compensated at the meeting rate when attending meetings supporting a community celebration or event. Jared Mevissen aye. Tim Randall aye. Sandi Nelson abstains. MOTION CARRIED.
The treasurer presented the cash control, schedule 1, investments, and other financial statements.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $19,573.86 receipts $0.00; disbursements $8,239.67; ending balance $11,334.19
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance $138,057.99; receipts $0.00: disbursements $4,849.51; ending balance $133,208.48
COVID: beginning balance $24,533.86; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $24,533.86
FIRE FUND: beginning balance $1,439.60; receipts $0.00; disbursements $68.78; ending balance $1,370.82
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $16,044.14; receipts $1,018.40; disbursements $1,456.69; ending balance $15,605.85
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $12,211.34; receipts $400.00; disbursements $565.70; ending balance $12,045.64
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $17,565.41; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $17,565.41
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $52,835.64; receipts $1,200.83; disbursements $0.89; ending balance $54,035.58
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $282,261.84
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $2,619.23 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $15,181.24
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $269,699.83
OUTSTANDING CHECKS: $2,121.80
TOTAL PER BANK STATEMENT: $271,821.63
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $55,771.81
INTEREST: $0.89
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $55,772.70
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 6/30/22 $325,472.53
Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Jared Mevissen motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson to approve online EFT payment of $224.44 to be withdrawn on August 3, 2022 to pay Arvig for phone/fax/internet bill. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Employee Payroll period beginning 06/01/2022 and ending 06/14/2022, check numbers 20208-20211 totaling $1,165.10 was reviewed. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve Employee Payroll. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.
The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Claim # 
Amount

Stephanie Bergum
Reissue Check #20027
20212


$          8.37

Will Keyes
Reissue Check #19017
20213


$        56.13
Cotton Post Office
Chronicle Mailing 
20214


$      245.00

Central St. Louis County Fair Assoc.
Contribution
20215


$      750.00

Jill Clark
Mileage
20216


$      101.79

Tim Randall
Mileage
20217


$        40.95

Megan Julin
Mileage
20218


$        95.94

Larry Keough
Mileage
20219


$        77.81

Megan Hilsgen
Mileage
20220


$        29.25

Sandi Nelson
Mileage
20221


$          2.34

Couri & Ruppe, P.L.L.P.
Legal Services
20222


$      172.50

Jake’s Companies LLC
Grading & Dust Control
20223


$ 22,584.95

St. Louis County Auditor
Sanding
20224


$      245.82

Woods Brothers Excavating
Road Work
20225


$   1,300.00

Metro Sales, Inc.
Printing Fees
20226


$        44.26

St. Louis County Auditor
Gravel Crushing
20227


$ 16,062.50

Jason Randall
Deposit Reimbursement
20228


$      100.00

Kory Saver
Deposit Reimbursement
20229


$      100.00

Cotton Volunteer Fire Department
Second Half of 2022 Contract
20230


$ 20,000.00

L&M Supply
Lawn Mower Repair
20231


$      135.99

A-1 Services INC
Portable Restroom 
20232


$      155.00

Megan Julin
Reimbursement
20233


$      193.97
Chronicle Payroll
Period End 06/30/2022
20234-20235

$      467.76

Regular Payroll 
Period End 06/30/2022
20236-20244   

$   3,518.62

Forum Communications
Chronicle Printing & Circulation
20245


$      540.33
Lake Country Power 
Electric
07221


$      303.00

Arvig
Telephone/Fax/Internet
07222


$      217.63

Capital One
Subscriptions & Flowers
07228


$      113.55

Total For Period  -  $67,663.46
Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve and sign the claims list for #20212-20245, including electronic fund transfer payment #07221, 07222 and 07228 totaling $67,663.46 to pay the Bills For Payment. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Correspondence:
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES

AUDITOR: 2022 Election Judge Election Judge Guide, 2022 Online Election Judge Training*

PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: St. Louis County Zoning Ordinance 62

PUBLIC WORKS: Moberg Road Sign*, 2022 Gravel Crushing Costs*


SHERIFF’S OFFICE: Meeting info forwarded

STATE OF MN OFFICES


AUDITOR: E-Updates, Pension Newsletter


MN MANAGEMENT & BUDGET: Payment Notification*


DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH: Possible amendments to rules governing Public Water Supply

TREASURY: Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Revery Funds (SLFRF) Updates

MN ASSOC OF TOWNSHIPS: June 2022 Newsletter

MN ASSOCIATION OF TOWNSHIPS INSURANCE TRUST (MATIT): Changes Announcement*

PARK STATE BANK: Credit Card info*, Letter of Credit

OUT OF THE CLOUDS: DVD Quote*

BZ ELECTRIC: Fire Hall Lights Quote*

LAKE COUNTRY POWER: Notice of Capital Credit Allocation

COTTON VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT: Certificate of Liability Insurance, Community Wildfire Protection Planning Meeting Postponement 

CEMETERY DEED

OLD SCHOOL LIVES: Cotton Days Festival Info

PETE WEIDMAN: Logging info*

GWEN LARSON: Cotton Chronicle mailing label error

STEVE FENSKE: Government I-Bonds info*, Town Celebration info*

COURI & RUPPE, P.L.L.P.: Town Celebration info*

WUORI NEWSLETTER

BIOSOLIDS DIGEST

PICTURES

NEWSLINE

COTTON CHRONICLE

MISCELLANEOUS CATALOGS, ADVERTIZING & FLYERS

*AGENDA ITEMS

The Board heard from Debra Shaff; Kauppi Lake Road. She is representing her husband, Jeremy. The road is overflowing. The ditch is backed up where Kauppi Lake Road meets Highway 53. Supervisor Randall spoke with Mike Hedlund, Minnesota Department of Transportation. Mike Hedlund will call Supervisor Randall back with information. Debra is wondering what can be done to eliminate the water on the road. Supervisor Randall explained there has been more rain than average and the ditches are full. When the water level goes down, gravel can be placed. The supervisors will examine the road at fall road review and determine if it needs to be built up. 
OLD BUSINESS
Cotton Days, History VHS, Yearbooks/Pictures/Trophies, Contribution: Supervisor Nelson gave an update on Cotton Days activities discussed at the meeting held at Old School Lives (OSL). The school would like to borrow 4 yearbooks from the township for the celebration. The yearbooks will be kept locked in the small gym at OSL. The board agreed to borrow the yearbooks to OSL. Supervisor Nelson will make a list of the yearbooks and put Cotton Township labels inside.  Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to make a $3,000.00 contribution to Old School Lives for the Cotton Days Celebration and issue check #20246. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. The Board reviewed two quotes to have the historical township VHS tape converted to fifty copies on DVD. The DVDs can be purchased at the celebration. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to pay Out of the Clouds $720.00 for VHS conversion and DVD creation and to issue check #20247 for $360.00 covering half the cost that is required up front. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
The community center will be open on Saturday, August 13 from 8am to 1pm to display trophies, photographs, etc. Pastries and coffee will be served. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to spend up to $1,000 for the Cotton Days Celebration. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Fire Hall Lights: Grounds keeper Larry Keough examined the light fixtures at the Cotton Fire Hall. The lights need to be converted to LED. The current bulbs are difficult to find and will be obsolete. The board reviewed an estimate provided by BZ Electric Inc. to retrofit the T-12 fixtures to accommodate 4’ LED direct drive. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to hire BZ Electric to install the new lights at the Cotton Fire Hall. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Park State Bank Credit Card, Letter of Credit, I-Bonds: The Capital One credit card needs to be cancelled as it is in the previous treasurer’s name. The Board reviewed the Park State Bank credit card application completed by Clerk Julin. Letter of Credit was received from Park State Bank. Supervisor Nelson explained I-Bond interest rates can fluctuate twice a year and the money can’t be withdrawn for 30 years without being penalized. This might not be the best option for the township. 
Costco Membership: The township holds two Costco memberships. There is an open membership due to the previous treasurer’s resignation. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson to approve Randy Moberg; facility custodian hold the second membership. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
CONTINUUM 
Cemetery Deed: Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson to approve a cemetery deed for Lot 18C Block 1. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Community Center Strip and Wax Floors: The Board reviewed quotes from Iron Range Carpet Cleaning and Dave Petrich Cleaning. Iron Range Carpet Cleaning cost was a little less and included four coats of wax versus three coats. Jared Mevissen motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve Iron Range Carpet Cleaning to strip and wax the community center floors for $1,500. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Post Office Floors: The post office will be having the floors stripped and waxed. Paid for by the United States Postal Service. Outhouse: Supervisor Randall will request a quote from Wood Brother’s Excavating to remove the outhouse. Chairs: Small parts on numerous chairs are cracked and should be replaced. Clerk Julin will look into finding replacement parts.

Roads: Moberg Road Sign:  The board reviewed St. Louis County quote for the fabrication and installation of the Moberg Road name sign. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve St. Louis County to install and furbish a road name sign on Moberg Road. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. Gravel Crushing: The township purchased 5,000 tons of class 5 from St. Louis County. Stock pile is in the Minnesota Power Pit on Water Hen Road. Lily Lake Road Obstructions: There are still obstructions in the right of way on Lily Lake Road. They need to be removed prior to winter for snowplowing. Clerk Julin will send a letter requesting the obstructions are removed. If the obstructions are not removed, the township will be forced to take further action.  Cemetery Road Ditching: Wood Brother’s Excavating will provide a quote to ditch Cemetery Road. Tabled. 
MEETINGS: Regular Town Board Meeting August 11, 2022 6:00 pm, Minnesota Association of Townships District 10 Meeting August 25, 2022 @ 6:00 pm Grand Lake Town Hall 
NEW BUSINESS
St. Louis County Planning Commission Zoning Ordinance 62: St. Louis County Planning and Community Development Department sent notification of a Public Hearing that will be held on Thursday, July 14, 2022 for St. Louis County Zoning Ordinance 62 Proposed amendments – Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD). 
Lake Country Power Capital Credit: Notice of Capital Credit Allocation was received from Lake Country Power.
Election Judges/Training: Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson to approve Resolution #22-193 Appointing Election Judges Stephanie Bergum, Jill Clark, Kim Erickson, Megan Hilsgen, Megan Julin, Sandi Nelson, JoAnne Saline, Janis Wendell, Laura Yrjanson, Randy Yrjanson for the 2022 Primary Election. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Coronavirus American Rescue Plan Second Payment:  The second Coronavirus American Rescue Plan payment was received.
Mileage Rate Increase: Mileage rates increased to 62.5 cents per mile on July 1, 2022. Supervisor Nelson suggested mailing the second deposit rather than driving to save money. There was discussion pertaining to the safety of mailing checks. Supervisor Mevissen asked if the township can make the deposits online by taking a picture. Treasurer Clark will ask Park State Bank if the township is able to make online deposits. 
MN Association of Townships Insurance Trust (MATIT) Changes: MATIT will be launching a new website this summer that will provide a point of communication between MATIT and members. Future claims will need to be submitted through the website.
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:35 p.m. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Respectfully submitted,
______________________________  






Town Clerk

Approved: 

_____________________________

_________________             
Town Chair

  


Date
