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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                          July 11, 2019

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the township office, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Will Keyes, Supervisor Kyle Young, Deputy Treasurer Stephanie Bergum, Treasurer Calla Peterson, Deputy Clerk Sandi Nelson, and Clerk Megan Julin. Guests present were Rick McRae, McRae Land Improvements, and Jake Demenge, Jake’s Companies LLC.
Clerk’s minutes. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Kyle Young to approve the June 18, 2019 Board Meeting minutes as distributed. Will Keyes aye. Kyle Young aye. MOTION CARRIED. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Kyle Young to approve the correction to the May 9, 2019 Board Meeting minutes, correcting the Cemetery beginning and ending balance to $8,938.21 and the Parks & Rec beginning and ending balancing to $8,292.29. Will Keyes aye. Kyle Young aye. MOTION CARRIED.
The treasurer presented the cash control statement, schedule 1 and investments.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $69,997.54; receipts $0.00; disbursements $11,351.85; ending balance $58,645.69
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance (-$37,849.67); receipts $0.00: disbursements $13,746.78; ending balance (-$51,596.45) 
FIRE FUND: beginning balance (-$1,910.14); receipts $0.00; disbursements $34.21; ending balance (-$1,944.35)
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $15,521.22 receipts $1,200.00 disbursements $1,479.63; ending balance $15,241.59
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $8,804.98; receipts $150.00 disbursements $552.10 ending balance $8,402.88
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $8,292.29; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $8,292.29
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $28,221.79; receipts $628.78; disbursements $400.00; ending balance $28,450.57
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $91,078.01
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $1,978.78 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $27,564.57
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $65,492.22
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $84,216.64
INTEREST: $0.00
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $84,216.64
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 6/30/19 $149,708.86 
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Kyle Young to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Will Keyes aye. Kyle Young aye. MOTION CARRIED.
The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Check # 
Amount

Payroll  
Period End 6/30/2019
18070-18082

$   4,468.83
Jake’s Companies
Grading & Dust Control
18083


$ 19,080.00     
Menards Virginia
Maintenance Supplies
18084


$        16.99
Forum Communications
Chronicle
18085


$      440.36
Card Member Services
Printer Maintenance
18086


$      199.99  

MAT
Summer Short Course
18087


$        50.00
Sandi Nelson
Reimbursement
18088


$      117.08
Cotton Post Office
Chronicle postage
18089


$      160.00

Sandi Nelson
Mileage
18090


$        97.80

Calla Peterson
Mileage
18091


$      122.16
Larry Keough
Mileage
18092


$        20.88
PERA
Retirement
18093


$      337.50
Internal Revenue Service
Withholdings 
7193


$      709.43

Payroll 
VOID
18081


$       VOID

Total For Period $25,821.02
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Kyle Young to approve and sign the claims list for #18070 – 18093 including debit #7193 totaling $25,821.02 to pay the Bills For Payment. Will Keyes aye. Kyle Young aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Jake Demenge reported Calcium Chloride was placed on township roads. Deputy Clerk Nelson mentioned she noticed berms on the sides of Cemetery Road from grading, the road is not crowned and water is standing on the road. Supervisor Young added he has noticed this on many of the township roads. Jake stated the grader operator has been slowly cutting out the sides of the roads and can’t go any further. He added Cemetery Road needs ditching to avoid standing water. When dust control was placed, the driver turned around on Lambert Road and made a mess. Jake stated he fixed the road and spoke with the residents. 

Correspondence:
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES

ATTORNEY’S OFFICE: 2018 Annual Report 

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT: Variance application staff report

PUBLIC WORKS: Victor Lund’s suggestions for road signs*

SHERIFF’S VOLUNTEE RESCUE SQUAD: 2019 donation request* 

STATE OF MN OFFICES

AUDITOR: E-Update; Pension Division Newsletter

DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE: Registration for Board of Appeal Equalization online training

AMERICAN BANK: Certificate of deposit maturity* 

VFW POST 3044: Request for a map of veteran resting places in Lakeview Cemetery*

MEADOWLANDS FAIR: Fireworks donation*

ESSENTIA HEALTH: Water safety for National Night Out*

COTTON VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT: Copy of Form SC-17 for town files

COTTON CHRONICLE

USDA NEWSLETTER

TOWN OF WUORI NEWSLETTER

MN LTAP TECHNOLOGY EXCHANGE
*AGENDA ITEMS
OLD BUSINESS
National Night Out: The Cotton Volunteer Fire Department will attend and bring equipment. Cotton Township will be serving a meal including hot dogs and chips. Two bikes will be raffled. Waiting for a response from Lieutenant Todd Abernethy. Work is ongoing.  
CONTINUUM
Roads: Rick McRae suggested placing screens over the ends of the culvert on Kauppi Lake Road rather than purchasing a beaver pond leveler. This would be more cost efficient and easier to clean when it is clogged. Rick will provide the Board with an estimate for placing a beaver pond leveler and another estimate for placing screens over the ends of the culvert. Supervisor Kinsley spoke with Jon Hart, USDA Beaver Control, regarding McKay Road. The cost to remove the beaver would cost a minimum of $1,000.00. It is difficult and expensive to hire a trapper out of season. The Board will look into different trappers and prices this fall. Rick will examine the culvert on McKay Road and see if gravel needs to be placed. After reviewing correspondence received from St. Louis County Traffic Engineer Victor Lund, the Board will request St. Louis County place an additional stop sign, a stop ahead sign, and fix the existing stop sign on Lily Lake Road. 
Community Center: Waiting on estimates for roof repair from AW Kuettel and Sons, Inc., Austin’s Miller’s Roofing, and Peak Construction Roofing.
Cemetery: Cotton Township was contacted by the Kral-Matha-Peterson VFW Post 3044 requesting to obtain a map of the locations of the final resting places of the veterans in Cotton Lakeview Cemetery. Providing this map will help plan their annual placement of flags for Memorial Day. Kenny Hage currently places the flags every year. Deputy Clerk Nelson will contact Kenny and request a map. Rick McRae, McRae Land Improvements, will provide the Board with an estimate to grind stumps. This can be completed this fall.
Meetings: Town Board Meeting August 8, 2019 6:00pm, MN Association of Townships District Meeting August 22, 2019, 6:00pm @ Grand Lake Township  
NEW BUSINESS
American Bank CD Maturity: The town’s Certificate of Deposits will mature on July 14, 2019. There was discussion pertaining to the Road Fund deficit. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Kyle Young to cash the $10,000 CD and deposit into the non-levy fund. Will Keyes aye. Kyle Young aye. MOTION CARRIED. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Kyle Young to cash the $40,000 CD and purchase a 24 month CD for the amount of $20,000 and purchase a 48 month CD with the remaining $20,000. Will Keyes aye. Kyle Young aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Wex Bank: Statements are being received too late to send payment in on time. They are charging the township $75.00 late fees. The town was informed paper statements will cost the township an additional $10.00 per month. The township was required to order new Wex Bank gas cards to switch payment day to the 25th of the month. There was discussion about purchasing Speedway gift cards for the grounds keepers to purchase gas rather than using the Wex Bank gas card. Kyle Young motioned, supported by Will Keyes to cancel Wex Gas Card. Will Keyes aye. Kyle Young aye. MOTION CARRIED. Kyle Young motioned, supported by Will Keyes to purchase a Speedway gas/gift card for the sum of $200.00. Card can be reloaded as needed. Will Keyes aye. Kyle Young aye. MOTION CARRIED. Gas cards will be cancelled when $75.00 credit is received.
Arvig/Lake Country Power Payments: Arvig and Lake Country Power payments need to be approved before they are paid. Payment due dates can’t be changed. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Kyle Young to switch Lake Country Power billing to budget billing. Will Keyes aye. Kyle Young aye. MOTION CARRIED. Treasurer Peterson will look into alternative billing options for Arvig.

St. Louis County Sherriff Volunteer Rescue Squad Donation Request: Will Keyes motioned, supported by Kyle Young to contribute $500.00 to the St. Louis County Sheriff Volunteer Rescue Squad. Will Keyes aye. Kyle Young aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Meadowlands Fair Fireworks Donation Request: The Board contributed to the Meadowlands Fair in May this year, they will not contribute additional money for the fireworks.
As there was no further business, Will Keyes motioned, supported by Kyle Young that the meeting be adjourned at 7:25 p.m. Will Keyes aye. Kyle Young aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Respectfully submitted,
                            



______________________________  
Approved:




Town Clerk 
_____________________________
Town Chair

  


_________________Date              

