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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                      January 12, 2017

The meeting was called to order at approximately 4:30 p.m. in the township office, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Tim Randall, Supervisor Will Keyes, Deputy Treasurer Bridget Kinsley, Treasurer Debbie Leppala, Deputy Clerk Megan Julin, and Clerk Sandi Nelson. There were no residents or guests present.
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the December 8, 2016 board meeting minutes. Tim Randall aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED.
The treasurer presented the cash control statement, schedule 1, and investments.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $50,671.79; receipts $32,208.68; disbursements $9,802.53; ending balance $73,077.94 
ROAD & BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance (-$66,720.30); receipts $18,476.00: disbursements $16.20; ending balance (-48,260.50)

FIRE FUND: beginning balance $3,182.02; receipts $12,965.70; disbursements $15,000.00; ending balance $1,147.72
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $13,505.55; receipts $2,941.94; disbursements $943.46; ending balance $15,504.03
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $7,446.28; receipts $2,113.94; disbursements $726.19; ending balance $8,834.03
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $199.22; receipts $1,308.37; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $1,507.59
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $25,179.59; receipts $70.60; disbursements $16.21; ending balance $25,233.98
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $33,464.15
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $70,085.23 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $26,504.59
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $77,044.79
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $133,437.75
INTEREST: $16.21
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $133,453.96
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND:12/31/16   $210,498.75
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented Tim Randall aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED.

The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Check # 
Amount

Payroll  
Period End 12/31/2016
17127-17138

$   3,119.70
PERA
Retirement
17139


$      404.18
Print Corp.
Chronicle printing 
17140


$      370.00
Card Member Services
Anti-virus program
17141


$        53.62
Menards-Virginia
Cleaning supplies
17142


$        88.04

Curtis Oil
Fuel Oil
17143


$      240.66
St. Louis County Auditor
Sanding township roads
17144


$   1,242.28


St. Louis County Auditor
Grading township roads
17145


$   1,996.47
St. Louis County Auditor
Proposed tax statement
17146


$      170.21
L&M Supply
Snow blower
17147


$   1,104.48

Cotton Post Office
Chronicle postage
17148


$      160.00
Debbie Leppala
Mileage
17149


$        54.57
Norman Peterson
Mileage
17150


$        19.26
Lake Country Power
Electric service
1171


$      333.46
Arvig
Telephone/Fax/Internet
1172


$      177.82
Internal Revenue Service
Federal Withholdings January 2017
1173


$      758.24
Minnesota Dept. of Revenue
Sales & Use Tax
1174


$      219.00


                    Total For Period $10,511.99
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve and sign the claims list for #17127 – 17150 including debit #1171, 1172, 1173, and 1174 totaling $10,511.99 to pay the Bills For Payment as presented. Tim Randall aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED.  
CORRESPONDENCE                                                                                               
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES
PLANNING: Variance granted

LAND AND MINERALS: Weed inspector*, Easement*

STATE OF MN OFFICES


AUDITOR: E-Update, Pension Division Newsletter


POLLUTION CONTROL AGENCY: Proposed amendments*

US CENSUS BUREAU: Survey

US POSTAL SERVICE: Notice

ST. LOUIS COUNTY ASSOC. OF TOWNSHIPS: (SLCAT) December meeting minutes 

MINNESOTA ASSOCIATION OF TOWNSHIPS: (MAT) Training

AMERICAN BANK: Public entity pledging

FIRE DEPARTMENT: Relief meeting, ISO

JEFF HERRIG: New land owner questions

PRINTCORP: Thank you

UNIVERSITY OF MN: Technology exchange, continuing education

LAKE COUNTRY POWER: District meeting, community education

ST. LOUIS COUNTY ISD 2142

BIOSOLIDSDIGEST

NORTHSPAN

PERAphrase

WUORI NEWSLETTER

THE OUTLET

FOODSAFE

NEWSLINE

COTTON CHRONICLE

*AGENDA ITEMS
Clerk Sandra Nelson provided the US Census Bureau with the information requested for the 2017 Boundary and Annexation Survey (BAS).
The Cotton Volunteer Fire Department Fire Fighters’ Relief Association annual meeting was held on January 2, 2017. Supervisor Kourtney Kinsley and Clerk Sandra Nelson were unable to attend.
Jeff Herring contacted the town office with several new land owner questions. The clerk provided him with the information requested.
A 2016 Land Atlas & Plat Book will be purchased for the town office.

OLD BUSINESS

Weed Inspector: Kourtney Kinsley contacted Kristin Fogard, the St. Louis County Agriculture Inspector, to clarify the duties of the appointed Local Weed Inspector (LWI). She informed Kourtney the town’s LWI would be a point of contact for the County regarding locations should any issues pertaining to this subject be reported. Supervisor Will Keyes will be Cotton Township’s LWI and will complete the Noxious Weed Control 2016 Annual Township Report.
American Bank: The clerk contacted Northern State Bank and Miner’s National Bank. Both banks stated the same thing as American bank. Beginning January 1, 2017 they will no longer monitor accounts to ensure all signatures are present on any withdrawals. American Bank informed the clerk the reason for this decision is because checks that are cleared electronically are not able to be monitored. American bank provided options such as online banking so the town’s accounts could be checked daily. The board decided to leave banking as it is. 
Review Compensation Plan: Tabled

CONTINUUM

Community Center: Prices have not been looked into for a new refrigerator. Norman Peterson, Debbie Leppala, and Sandi Nelson will remain on the Menards–Hermantown account. No other names will be added at this time. Norman Peterson will dispose of the old snow blower and push lawn mower. The board suggested purchasing a leaf blower for snow removal. The lap top was taken to Computer Resources to remove unwanted programs. The scanner was reinstalled and is currently functioning properly. 
ROADS/GRAVEL
South Strand Lake Road: A temporary easement was provided from St. Louis County in 2008 for State Tax-Forfeited land to complete improvements on the road. A permanent 66 foot easement was not obtained. Mark Pannkuk is the new St. Louis County Area Land Manager. Pannkuk would like to know if Cotton is still interested in pursuing an easement. A sketch of road and other relevant information regarding the easement was sent and will wait to hear back from Pannkuk. 
MEETINGS

Township Officers January 25, 6:30 p.m.; Board Meeting February 9, 6:00 p.m.; Board of Audit/Budget Meeting February 17, 12:00 p.m. consecutively.
NEW BUSINESS
MN Pollution Control Agency: The town received notice of proposed amendments to a Minnesota rule regarding water quality standards for protection. The notice provided contact information for any members of the board that would like to provide a written comment on the proposed rule amendments. The board did not voice any concerns.

A list of the state & county funds Cotton Township received in 2016 was presented to the Board.
Meeting time & date changes: Tim Randall motioned, supported by Will Keyes, to change the regular monthly board meetings from 4:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. and change the Board of Audit and Budget meeting from Thursday the 16th to Friday February 17, 2017 at noon. Tim Randall aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Wage & Expense Schedule: The Board will continue to increase wages by 4% every year in January. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Will Keyes to increase Bridget Kinsley’s wage as Deputy Treasurer from $12.48 per hour to $14.60. Tim Randall aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Appoint election judges & alternates: Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall, to appoint Megan Julin, Pat Lund, Sandi Nelson, Janis Wendell, and Laura Yrjanson as trained election judges and alternates for the Tuesday, March 14, 2017 Town General Election. Tim Randall aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Ballot board resolution: Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall, to approve the resolution to appoint Megan Julin, Sandi Nelson, and Janis Wendell as the Ballot Board for the Town Election held on March 14, 2017. Tim Randall aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Hockey nets/old equipment: Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall, to donate hockey nets to Old School Lives. Tim Randall aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED.

As there was no further business, Tim Randall motioned, supported by Will Keyes that the meeting be adjourned at 5:17 p.m. Tim Randall aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Respectfully submitted,
                            



______________________________   
Approved:     
____________________________ 

Town Chair

  


_________________Date              

