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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                 January 9, 2020

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the township office, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Kourtney Kinsley, Supervisor Tim Randall, Treasurer Calla Peterson, Deputy Treasurer Steph Bergum, Deputy Clerk Sandi Nelson and Clerk Megan Julin. 
Clerk’s minutes. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the December 12, 2019 Board Meeting minutes as distributed. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Tim Randall aye.  MOTION CARRIED. 
The treasurer presented the cash control statement, schedule 1 and investments.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $53,968.47; receipts $30,139.64; disbursements $6,554.19; ending balance $77,553.92
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance (-$16,344.12); receipts $136,023.19: disbursements $2,348.70; ending balance $117,330.37 
FIRE FUND: beginning balance $2,150.47; receipts $15,922.43; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $18,072.90
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $14,739.66; receipts $3,794.06; disbursements $1,667.49; ending balance $16,866.23
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $9,558.40; receipts $2,257.66; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $11,816.06
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $10,178.25; receipts $1,272.10; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $11,450.35
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $31,596.87; receipts $1,589.91; disbursements $138.63; ending balance $33,048.15
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $105,848.00
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $190,998.99 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $10,709.01
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $286,137.98
OUTSTANDING CHECKS: $727.85
TOTAL PER BANK STATEMENT: $286,865.83
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $74,396.98
INTEREST: $138.63
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $74,535.61
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 12/31/19 $360,673.59 
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve online payment of $196.50 to be withdrawn on February 3, 2020 to pay Arvig for phone/fax/internet bill. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. Received a $398.67 capital credit from Lake County Power. 
The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Check # 
Amount

Payroll  
Period End 12/31/2019
18239-18251

$   4,857.68
Capital One
Office supplies
18252


$   2,924.39

Cotton Post Office
Chronicle mailing
18253


$      500.00
Tim Randall
Mileage 
18254


$        34.80  

Megan Julin
Mileage
18255


$        37.12
Calla Peterson
Mileage
18256


$      265.64
Sandi Nelson
Mileage & reimbursement
18257


$        44.12
Forum Communications
Chronicle printing/circulation
18258


$      419.52
SLC Auditor-Public Works
Sand/ice control
18259


$        75.37

Old School Lives Inc
Contribution
18260


$   2,500.00
St Louis County Auditor
Proposed tax notices
18261


$      161.25
PERA
Retirement-2 months
18262


$      574.53  

Lake Country Power 
Utilities
01201


$        51.00

Arvig
Phone/fax/internet
01202


$      192.75
Internal Revenue Service
Withholdings 
01203


$      963.25

Total For Period $13,601.42
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve and sign the claims list for #18239 – 18262 including debit #01201-01203 totaling $13,601.42 to pay the Bills For Payment. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Correspondence:
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES


AUDITOR/ELECTIONS:  Election equipment grant support letter. Copy of letter from MN Secretary of State on Windows 7 Security Risks for elections after 2020.  


LAND & MINERALS: Proposed Sale of State Tax Forfeited Land. Annual Township Report – Noxious Weed Control*


PUBLIC WORKS: Possible Public Works strike*

STATE OF MN OFFICES


ADMINISTRATION: Cooperative Purchasing*

AUDITOR: E-Update, Pension Newsletter


SECRETARY OF STATE: Election calendar, example of ballot & other election information.

FEDERAL HOME LOAN BANK (FHLB): Letter of Irrevocable Standby Letter of Credit on behalf of American Bank*

McRAE LAND IMPROVEMENTS: Contracts*

LAKE COUNTRY POWER: District meeting. Capital credits*

PERAPHRASE NEWSLETTER

BIOSOLIDS DIGEST

TOWNSHIP INSIDER

TECHNOLOGY EXCHANGE

NEWSLINE

COTTON CHRONICLE

*AGENDA ITEMS

OLD BUSINESS
OSL: The new copy/scan/fax machine is installed and working. The old copier will be brought to Old School Lives when remaining toner is gone.  
Election Equipment Grant: The application, required paperwork and a letter from St. Louis County Auditor agreeing to assist Cotton Township in use of the equipment was sent to Minnesota Secretary of State’s Office.   

CONTINUUM 
Roads: St. Louis County Public Works informed the township that a strike could begin any time between January 14, 2020 and February 3, 2020. In the event one does occur, Cotton Township will not hire a private contractor to plow the township roads. St. Louis County will make every effort to plow the township roads if there is any strike action. 
Community Center: Sensor lights will be installed by Larry in the restrooms
Meetings: Town Board Meeting February 13, @ 6:00pm; Board of Audit/Budget Meeting February 24, 2020 @ 5:00pm; St. Louis County Township Officers Meeting February 26, 2020 @ 6:30pm; Town Election noon to 8:00pm Annual Meeting March 10, @ 8:30pm.  

NEW BUSINESS
Contracts: Cotton Volunteer Fire Department Contract: Kourtney Kinsley motioned supported by Tim Randall to approve the Cotton Volunteer Fire Department Contract for 2020. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. Road Contract: Kourtney Kinsley motioned supported by Tim Randall to approve McRae Land Improvements, LLC road contract for 2020. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. Grading Contract: Kourtney Kinsley motioned supported by Tim Randall to approve Larry Demenge/Jake’s Grading contract for 2020. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.
St. Louis County Land & Minerals: Noxious Weed Report: Kourtney Kinsley motioned supported by Tim Randall to approve the 2019 Noxious Weed Annual Report. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. Proposed sale of tax forfeit land: The town board was notified of state tax forfeited land in Cotton Township approved for sale. 
MN State Cooperative Purchasing: Clerk will complete membership application and send to the Office of Sate Procurement. 
American Bank: Irrevocable Standby Letter of Credit received from FHLB Des Moines on behalf of American Bank.
Bulletin Boards: Boards were removed when siding was replaced on the community center. Larry suggested building a new board that is not attached to the building for easier access. Kourtney Kinsley motioned supported by Tim Randall for Larry Keough to build a standalone bulletin board. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.

As there was no further business, Tim Randall motioned supported by Kourtney Kinsley that the meeting be adjourned at 6:50 p.m. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Respectfully submitted,
______________________________  
Approved:




Town Clerk 
_____________________________
Town Chair

  


_________________Date              

