Page 3 of 3

COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                          January 14, 2016

The meeting was called to order at approximately 4:00 p.m. in the township office, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Tim Randall, Supervisor Kourtney Kinsley, Deputy Treasurer Bridget Kinsley, Treasurer Debbie Leppala, Deputy Clerk Megan Julin and Clerk Sandi Nelson. There were no guests present.
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley to approve the December 10, 2015 board meeting minutes as emailed. Tim Randall aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

The treasurer presented the cash control statement, schedule 1 and investments.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $31,197.49; receipts $35,084.61; disbursements $8,984.40; ending balance $57,297.70 
ROAD & BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance $(-44,117.98); receipts $25,214.55; disbursements $7,828.04; ending balance (-$26,731.47)
FIRE FUND: beginning balance $2,320.21; receipts $13,463.82; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $15,784.03
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $9,957.76; receipts $2,556.76; disbursements $903.28; ending balance $11,611.24
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $4,716.23; receipts $2,195.16; disbursements $169.55; ending balance $6,741.84
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $16,346.81; receipts $1,382.10; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $17,728.91
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $20,635.89; receipts $924.10; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $21,559.99
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $41,056.41
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $80,821.10 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $17,885.27
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $103,992.24
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $132,685.09
GENERAL FUND: $30,000.00

NON-LEVY FUND: beginning balance $102,685.09; interest $97.04 (October CDs); ending balance 102,782.13
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $132,782.13
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 12/31/15   $236,774.37
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Tim Randall aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Check # 
Amount

Payroll  
Period End 12/31/2015
16739-16749

$   2,808.62
PERA
Retirement
16750


$      352.08
Print Corp.
Chronicle printing 
16751


$      370.00

Menards-Hermantown
Supplies
16752


$        48.96
Sam’s Club
Supplies
16753


$        19.25
Curtis Oil
Fuel Oil
16754


$      377.68
Card Member Services
Supplies, Flag, Antivirus, ink
16755


$      652.56
St. Louis County Auditor
Proposed tax notice
16756


$      167.51
Cotton Post Office
Bulk rate stamp
16757


$      225.00

Northland Sanitary Service
Garbage pickup
16758


$        67.58

Cotton Post Office
Chronicle postage
16759


$      160.00

Debbie Leppala
Mileage
16760


$        69.48
Norman Peterson
Mileage/reimbursement
16761


$        19.44
Cotton Volunteer Fire Dept.
First half of contract of 2016
16762


$ 15,000.00

Lake Country Power 
Electric Utilities 
1161 


$      142.00
Arvig
Telephone/internet/fax
1162


$      190.23
Internal Revenue Service
Federal withholdings/Deposit for Jan
1163


$      623.37
Minnesota Dept. of Revenue
Sales and use tax
1164


$      824.00  

Total For Period $22,117.76
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley to approve and sign the claims list for #16739 – 16762 including debit #1161, 1162, 1163, 1164 totaling $22,117.76 to pay the Bills For Payment. Tim Randall aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. MOTION CARRIED. The Treasurer gave the Board an Interim Financial Report for review before the budget meeting. 
Correspondence:
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES

AUDITOR: Election notification, Automatic payments*

COMMISSIONER: Hwy 52 bid*

PUBLIC WORKS: ATV ordinance meeting,* Crushing program*

STATE OF MN OFFICES

AUDITOR: E-Update, Pension Division Newsletter

MN ASSOC OF TOWNSHIPS: Webinar grant program, MATIT Workers’ comp audit reminder

ST. LOUIS COUNTY ASSOC OF TOWNSHIPS: Minutes

IRRRB: Shovel ready infrastructure project

AMERICAN BANK: Public entity pledging*

U.S. CENSUS BUREAU: Annual response, 2016 Government unit survey

LAKE COUNTRY POWER: Community Award

NORTON: Class action

MENARDS: Authorized purchasing agents

NORTHEAST TECHNICAL SERVICES: Security cameras*

FOODSAFE

PRINT CORP – Christmas card

NORTHSPAN – Christmas email

RINKE NOONAN – Drainage and Wetland Conference

MN LTAP – Roadway maintenance

BIOSOLIDS DIGEST

WUORI NEWSLETTER

2142 NEWSLETTER/COMMUNITY EDUCATION

PERAphrase

COTTON CHRONICLE

NEWSLINE  
*AGENDA ITEMS
OLD BUSINESS
Cotton Fire Fighters Relief Association: Clerk contacted Rose Hennessy Allen, Pension Director, Office of the State Auditor, regarding payments to the Cotton Fire Fighters Relief Association. The association must be part of an entity to receive relief association money and have town board members on its relief association board of trustees.

Cotton Volunteer Fire Department: Tim Randall motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley to sign the 2016 Cotton Volunteer Fire Department contract and to pay the first half of $15,000. Tim Randall aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. MOTION CARRIED.

CONTINUUM
Community Center: Debbie Leppala presented information on two different security cameras, wireless and hard wired. The Board will look over the information and table until March.
Roads/Gravel Pit: Discussed brush cutting town roadsides this year as it wasn’t done last year. Tim Randall is looking into renting equipment from Ziegler. The decision will be tabled until March. 
NEW BUSINESS
St. Louis County: Auditor - St. Louis County is now offering an “automatic payment” option to pay invoices/bills. The Board decided they are not interested in this service at this time. Commissioner Nelson - copy of the board letter and bid sheet for Highway 52 (Arkola Road) with work scheduled to begin May 16, 2016. Public Works – notice of the aggregate crushing program. Cotton is not in need of this service as gravel was crushed in the town pit in 2015. Victor Lund will be speaking at the St. Louis Cty. Township Officers meeting on January 27, 2016 on an ATV ordinance with the intention to have a draft to the County Board by April 1, 2016. Township officers are strongly encouraged to attend and give input.
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley to appoint the following trained election judges and alternate for the Township Election, March 8, 2016: Stephanie Bergum, Kim Erickson, Debbie Leppala, Lowell Lund, Pat Meyer, Sandi Nelson, JoAnne Saline, Rosanne Triebwasser and Randy Yrjanson. Tim Randall aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
RESOLUTION # 16-99

COTTON TOWNSHIP, ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

APPOINTING THE 2016 ABSENTEE BALLOT BOARD
WHEREAS, 
Minnesota Statues Section 203B.121, subd.1 requires the town board, as the governing body of the town, to appoint a ballot board to process all absentee ballots returned to the town clerk for the town election scheduled to be held on Tuesday, March , 2016; and 

WHEREAS, 
the ballot board must consist of election judges trained in the handling of absentee ballots, or staff trained as election judges; and
WHEREAS, 
even though only two members are required to meet whenever an absentee ballot needs to be processed, the ballot board must consist of at least the same number of members as the minimum number of required election judges for the town election, which pursuant to Minnesota Statues Section 204B.22 has been determined to be 3 for the March 2016 election for Cotton Township; and

WHEREAS, 
 the Town Board for Cotton Township has appointed its election judges for the March 2016 election as required by Minnesota Statues Section 204B.21; 

NOW THEREFORE LET IT BE RESOLVED: That the Town Board of Cotton Township hereby appoints the following election judges to serve as the ballot board required to perform all duties required in the processing of absentee ballots under Minnesota Statues Section 203B.121 and all other applicable statutes and rules;



Kim Erickson, Debbie Leppala, Stephanie Bergum 

Be It Further Resolved: That the Town Board of Cotton Township hereby authorizes any member of the ballot board to be compensated as required by Minnesota Statues Section 203B.121, when said member performs any required duty of the ballot board.   

Adopted by the Cotton Town Board, January 14, 2016

Tim Randall motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley to approve and sign resolution #16-99 Appointing The 2016 Absentee Ballot Board. Tim Randall aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Board of Audit and Budget meeting is set for February 18, 2016 at 4:00 p.m. consecutively.

American Bank: The Federal Home Loan Bank is sending out the Letters of Credit by email. The letters have not been received yet and the clerk will look into it.
As there was no further business, Tim Randall motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley that the meeting be adjourned at 4:38 p.m. Tim Randall aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. MOTION CARRIED.







Respectfully submitted,
                         




______________________________        








Town Clerk   
Approved:
  
__________________________  


_________________Date 
Town Chair              

