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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                     January 11, 2024

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the town office, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Sandi Nelson, Supervisor Tim Randall, Supervisor Larry Keough, Treasurer Jill Clark, Deputy Treasurer Steph Bergum, and Clerk Megan Julin. There was one guest present, Ronald Wollschlager.
Clerk’s minutes. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the December 14, 2023 Board Meeting minutes as distributed. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
The Treasurer presented the cash control, schedule 1, investments, and financial statements.

GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $28,251.21 receipts $31,145.00; disbursements $7,922.91; ending balance $51,473.30
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance $44,915.71; receipts $20,257.72; disbursements $19,985.00; ending balance $45,188.43
COVID: beginning balance $38,183.04; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $38,183.04
FIRE FUND: beginning balance $4,521.28; receipts $14,982.36; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $19,503.64
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $17,471.39; receipts $1,998.08; disbursements $1,273.88; ending balance $18,195.59
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $16,981.60; receipts $1,992.08; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $18,973.68
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $21,778.26; receipts $1,105.24; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $22,883.50
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $22,738.16; receipts $1,119.82; disbursements $140.95; ending balance $23,717.03
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $194,840.65
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $72,600.30 


TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $29,322.74
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $238.118.21
OUTSTANDING CHECKS: $1,025.70
TOTAL PER BANK STATEMENT: $239,143.91
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $131,174.97
INTEREST: $2.04
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $131,177.01
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 12/31/23 $369,295.22
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE WITH ACCRUED INTEREST: $134,235.35
ACCRUED INTEREST 8/16/23 – 12/15/23 - $2.04
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE WITH ACCRUED INTEREST: $134,237.39
TOTAL BALANCE WITH ACCRUED INTEREST: 12/31/23 $372,355.60
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Larry Keough to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

Supervisor Nelson mentioned the second half of the 2022 levy payments were received. The 2024 Cotton Volunteer Fire Department (CVFD) Contract was increased from $40,000.00 to $50,000.00. The annual tax levy for 2023 that is collectible in 2024 was increased to account for CVFD Contract. This should be reviewed at the upcoming budget meeting. 
Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Larry Keough to approve online EFT payment of $218.82 to be withdrawn on February 3, 2024 to pay Arvig for phone/fax/internet bill. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Employee Payroll period beginning 12/01/2023 and ending 12/15/2023, check numbers 20824-20826 totaling $1,045.32 was reviewed. 

The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Claim # 
Amount

Regular Payroll
Period End 12/31/2023
20827-20832

$   2,970.86
Cotton Post Office
Chronicle Postage (two months)
20833


$      620.00
Old School Lives
Contribution
20834


$   2,000.00
Cotton Volunteer Fire Department
First Half of 2024 Contract
20835


$ 25,000.00
Kim Erickson
Election Judge Training
20836


$      112.50

Megan Julin
Mileage
20837


$      239.73

PERA
Retirement
20838


$      546.35

APG Media of MN
Publication
20839


$        21.59

Forum Communications
Printing & Circulation
20840


$      543.50
Jake’s Co. LLC dba Kivi Trucking
Grading
20841


$      880.00
Mark S. Wilcox
Computer Service
20842


$      708.50

MN Association of Townships
Annual Dues - 2024
20843


$      487.84

Norland Environmental Service
Garbage Service 
20844


$      148.01

Park State Bank 
December Charges
20845


$   1,046.56

Perpich TV & Appliance
Microphones/service call
20846


$      875.00

Range Paper
Paper Products
20847


$      461.41

St. Louis County Auditor
Prepared Tax Notice
20848


$      192.07

Summit Fire Protection
Fire Extinguisher Inspection
20849


$        80.00

Metro Sales, Inc.
Printing Fees
20850


$        42.77
Jennifer Fallang
Reimbursement
20851


$        79.61
Dept. of Emp. & Economic Dev.
Unemployment Benefit
20852


$          3.60
Lake Country Power
Electric
01241


$      306.00
Arvig
Telephone/Fax/Internet
01242


$      214.88

Internal Revenue Service
December Withholdings 
01243


$      186.30
Internal Revenue Service
December Withholdings
01243_1


$      594.10

MN Department of Revenue
4th Quarter State Withholdings
01244


$      329.09

MN Department of Revenue
Sales & Use Tax – 2023
01247


$        34.00

Total For Period  -  $38,724.27
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Larry Keough to approve and sign the claims list for #20827-20852 including electronic fund transfer payments #01241-01243, 01243_1, 01244, 01247 totaling $38,724.27 to pay the bills for payment. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES


AUDITOR: 2024 Election Updates, OmniBallot*, Absentee voting

PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Magney Variance Hearing Decision Notice*

PUBLIC HEALTH: December 2023 Disease Prevention and Control Partner Updates

NOAA Grant Collaborators/Partners Kickoff Meetings

STATE OF MN OFFICES


AUDITOR: Weekly Updates, Pension Newsletter, CTAS Updates


DEPT OF REV: Fire State Aid Forms, LBAE Training Completion, Sales and Use Tax Filing Date Reminder*

FEMA: William Smith, Mark Lindhorst*

US CENSUS BUREAU: 2024 Boundary and Annexation Survey

PERA: Member Status Verification Report

SLFRF: Annual Report Workshop

SAM: Entity Registration Reminder*

MN ASSOC OF TOWNSHIPS: MAT Dues, Legal Case Update 

MATIT: Workers’ Compensation Payroll Audit

SLC ASSOCIATION OF TOWNSHIPS OFFICERS: Jim Hoffsommer 2023 Annual Meeting Letter*

COURI & RUPPE: Appointed Clerk Treasurer information

CVFD CONTRACT*

CHERRY ALL NIGHT GRAD PARTY*

POSTER COMPLIANCE: Mandatory Updates

SPEEDWAY HOLDINGS: COI

COTTON CHRONICLE

WOURI NEWSLETTER

MISCELLANEOUS CATALOGS, ADVERTIZING & FLYERS

*AGENDA ITEMS

Ronald Wollschlager presented information and discussed his nonprofit organization, Transparent. Transparent is a faith-based organization that will provide a support system for young adults who have aged out of the foster care system. The first location for transitional housing will be in Cotton. They are proposing to partner with Old School Lives (OSL) and build six single person dwellings on OSL property with plans to add another ten as funds are raised. Funding will be met through grants and local churches. They will be required to place their own well and are hoping to share the current sewer system. At this point, Transparent and OSL have reached a verbal lease agreement. Updates will be provided to the township throughout the process. Support from the township is needed to move forward with St. Louis County regarding permitting.  Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Larry Keough to support the idea of Transparent and transitional dwellings being built on Old School Lives property. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
OLD BUSINESS
FEMA Flooding: Work completed on McKay Road is being reviewed by Environmental Historic Preservation (EHP) and are asking for correspondence from the Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR). The township’s FEMA representative, Vanessa Jaime is no longer working on the township’s project. This caused a delay in progress. A new representative has been assigned and is working with EHP and BWSR. 
Earned Sick Time: Employee earned sick and safe time must be tracked starting January 1, 2024. The state is working on incorporating the requirements into the CTAS payroll module and paystub. Time will be tracked on an excel spreadsheet until the CTAS update.  
CONTINUUM 
Roads: Kauppi Lake, Cemetery, S. Strand, N. Strand, Rose Lake and Fisher roads were graded in December.  
Community Center: Mark Wilcox Computer Services, Inc completed tune ups and installed malware on both desktop computers and the HP laptop. The new microphone system is being installed tomorrow by Perpich TV & Appliance. The community center floors look good and do not need to be buffed at this time. They will be re-examined in the spring. The board discussed community center rental fees for a fundraiser that was held in December and a dinner that was held for local fire departments in September. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to waive rental fees for the December 3, 2024 Harbor Mission/Millies House of Hope Fundraiser and the September 16 and 17, 2024 fire department meal. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. The fire extinguishers at the community center were inspected by Summit Fire Protection.
MEETINGS: SLC Association of Township Officers January 24, 2024 @ 6:30pm, Board of Audit/Budget February 7, 2024 @ 5:00pm, Regular Town Board Meeting February 8, 2024 @ 6:00pm
NEW BUSINESS
CVFD Contract: The Board reviewed the 2024 Cotton Volunteer Fire Department Contract. The amount was increased $10,000.00 and was discussed at the 2023 Annual Township Meeting. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Larry Keough to approve and sign the 2024 Cotton Volunteer Fire Department Contract.  Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.
US Census Bureau Boundary Annexation Survey: The information and map were received today. The Board will review and revisit at the next regular meeting.
Cherry All Night Grad Party Contribution Request: A letter will be sent requesting a representative attend a town board meeting. 
OmniBallot/Automark: St. Louis County replaced all townships’ using the Automark as an assistive voting device with the OmniBallot. The Omni Ballot will be more user and administrator friendly. St. Louis County covered the cost of the OmniBallot and destruction of the Automark. 
Election Judges and Absentee Board Resolutions: Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve and sign Resolution #24-210 Appointing Election Judges for the 2024 Primary Election.  Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve and sign Resolution #24-211 Appointing the 2024 Absentee Ballot Board.  Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. Resolutions on file with the clerk at the town office. 

Costco Membership: The township does not make enough purchases from Costco to justify membership. Larry Keough motioned, supported by Tim Randall to cancel the Costco membership. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Minute Book and Hard Drive: Mark Wilcox recommended purchasing a hard drive and two larger flash drives to frequently back up the desktop computers. The clerk requested to purchase a minute book from Spectra Associates. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Larry Keough to purchase a minutes book, one hard drive, and two flash drives. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.

US Government’s System for Award Management (SAM) Registration was updated. 
Beginning on January 1, 2024, the standard mileage rates  were increased from 65.5 to 67 cents per mile driven. 
Treasurer Clark presented several 2023 year end reports that have been submitted. List on file with the clerk at the town office. 

Tim Randall motioned, supported by Larry Keough to adjourn the meeting at approximately 7:15pm. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.







Respectfully submitted,
______________________________  






Town Clerk
Approved: 
_____________________________

_________________  
Town Chair

 


Date
