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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                 January 11, 2018

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the township office, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Will Keyes, Supervisor Tim Randall, Supervisor Kourtney Kinsley, Treasurer Debbie Leppala, Deputy Clerk Megan Julin and Clerk Sandi Nelson. Residents and guest present were Connie Gunderson, Mark Johnston and Steve Kniefel, Right of Way Agent, St. Louis County Public Works.
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the December 14, 2018 board meeting minutes. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 
The treasurer presented the cash control statement, schedule 1 and investments.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $58,479.63; receipts $32,323.47; disbursements $7,047.29; ending balance $83,755.81 
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance (-$45,842.26); receipts $18,037.96: disbursements $2,630.50; ending balance (-$30,434.80) 
FIRE FUND: beginning balance $21,944.65; receipts $12,657.85; disbursements $32,471.13; ending balance $2,131.37
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $14,422.55 receipts $3,292.56 disbursements $1,436.20; ending balance $16,278.91
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $9,845.06; receipts $2,063.76; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $11,908.82
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $3,828.05; receipts $1,238.25; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $5,066.30
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $30,596.92; receipts $709.22; disbursements $2,500.00; ending balance $28,806.14
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $93,274.60
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $70,323.07 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $46,085.12
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $117,512.55
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $83,268.81
INTEREST: $0.00
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $83,268.81
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 12/31/17 $200,781.36 
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.
The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Check # 
Amount

Payroll 
Period End 11/30/2017
17487-17499

$   2,957.48
Print Corp.
Chronicle printing 
17500


$      370.00

Sam’s Club
Memberships 
17501


$        58.24 

Menards - Virginia
Supplies
17502


$        45.26
Norland Sanitary Service
Garbage service 
17503


$      148.01
SLC Assoc of Townships
MAT & County dues
17504


$      680.26
Cotton Post Office
Bulk mailing fee
17505


$      225.00
SLC Auditor
Proposed tax notices
17506


$      158.84
Card Member Services
Crossword puzzle
17507


$          4.27
Curtis Oil
Fuel Oil
17508


$      262.32

Cotton Post Office
Chronicle mailing
17509


$      160.00
Debbie Leppala
Mileage
17510


$        39.24
Norman Peterson
Mileage
17511


$        26.16
PERA
Retirement
17512


$      340.16
Lake Country Power 
Electric
1181 


$      197.00
Arvig
Telephone/internet/fax
1182


$      214.74
Internal Revenue Service
Federal withholdings
1183


$      672.19
MN Dept of Revenue
Sales & Use tax
1184


$      320.00


Total For Period $6,879.17
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve and sign the claims list for #17487 – 17512, including debit #1181, 1182, 1183, and 1184 totaling $6,879.17 to pay the Bills For Payment. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 
Steve Kniefel, St. Louis Cty. Public Works, Right of Way Agent, attended the meeting to answer any questions the Board may have concerning the projects to replace two bridges and highway improvements on Comstock Lake Road. The County has proposed to purchase town property for right of way purposes and has requested an easement for part of the town gravel pit. Discussed town contractor having access to the gravel pit during time of improvements. It is hoped that the Board will be able to schedule road work when pit is accessible. The bridge projects are planned for 2019 and County will send the Town the work schedule when they receive dates from the contractor. Tabled
Mark Johnston, Cotton Volunteer Fire Department, Relief Association, came to meeting to pick up the Statement of Economic Interest signed by Supervisor Kourtney Kinsley and Clerk Sandi Nelson as trustees to the Relief Assoc. Papers were signed and copied for town file. Mark gave the clerk a copy of the paperwork from the January meeting. Received a copy of the Cotton VFD by laws and the Cotton VFD treasurer will present books to be audited by the Town the last week of December, 2018 as stated in by laws.
Connie Gunderson dropped off information at the township office on January 3. The Flexible Pond Leveler was discussed and may be a better option than the Clemson Leveler for Kauppi Lake Road. The Flexible may be the most economical and user friendly. Gunderson is willing to offer property owners free services to protect trees or educational information. Discussed the pond leveler and volunteer agreements. Tabled
Correspondence:
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES


AUDITOR: Amended Petition, Election Information, County will be working on Census BAS


LAND AND MINERALS: Noxious Weed Control 2017 Report *


PLANNING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Comprehensive Land Use Plan Update, Safe Routes to School (SRTS) language amendments


PUBLIC WORKS: A Right Of Way agent will attend the January 11 board meeting.*

STATE OF MN OFFICES

AUDITOR: E-Update, Pension Division Newsletter

MN DEPT. OF REVENUE: Fire State Aid info, possible computer software amendment 

MN SECRETARY OF STATE: Election calendar, changes in election laws, example ballot requirements

MN ASSOC. OF TOWNSHIPS (MAT):  Township updates

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE: Mileage rate increase

US CENSUS BUREAU: 2018 Boundary and Annexation Survey (BAS) * 

US POSTAL SERVICE: Upcoming postage price change

ST. LOUIS COUNTY ASSOC. OF TOWNSHIP OFFICERS: Dues, Lobby Day

AMERICAN BANK: Certificate of Adoption

COTTON VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT, INC.: Contract, By Laws *

CVFD RELIEF ASSOCIATION: Statement of Economic Interest*

MCRAE LAND IMPROVEMENTS: Mowing Contract, Brushing Contract, Holiday Card *

JAKE’S GRADING: Contract *

CONNIE GUNDERSON: Draft for pond leveler *

ECOLOGY DEMOCRACY NETWORK: Economic measurement

RINKE NOONAN: Drainage & Water Conference

PRINT CORP: Holiday card

ELECTRIC SYSTEMS: Certificate of Insurance

WUORI NEWSLETTER

COMMUNITY EDUCATION

PERAPHRASE

MN LTAP

2142 NEWSLETTER

BIOSOLIDS DIGEST

NEWSLINE

COTTON CHRONICLE

*AGENDA ITEMS
OLD BUSINESS
St. Louis County Public Works: Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve the St. Louis Cty. Public Works easement request and purchase price of $650 for .22 acre of town property at the gravel pit for highway improvements. All papers signed and copied. Will Keyes aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 

Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to schedule the Board of Audit/Budget meetings on February 19, 2018 at 4:00 p.m. consecutively. Will Keyes aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 

CONTINUUM
Community Center: Debbie Leppala spoke to Upper Lakes Chimney & Masonry and they will get the chimney rebuild done as soon as they can. The furnace will need to be shut down for 4-5 hours barring no problems. MN Health Dept. was in for an inspection. The food license for the community center can be a seasonal license in 2019 which will cost less for the town.
Roads: Will Keyes motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley to approve and sign Jake’s Grading 2018 contract and McRae Land Improvement 2018 contract for brushing and mowing. Will Keyes aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 
Meetings: Township Officers Meeting January 24th, 6:30 p.m.; Board Meeting February 8th, 6:00 p.m.; Board of Audit and Budget Meetings February 19th, 4:00 p.m. consecutively 
NEW BUSINESS
Noxious Weed Report was filled out and signed by Will Keyes and will be returned to Kristin Fogard.
US Census: The clerk completed the 2018 Boundary & Annexation Survey (BAS) online.

Garage Furnace/Oil Tank: The new oil tank that was put in last summer has a faulty valve and the tank must be emptied to replace it. Curtis Oil will empty the tank and replace at no charge. Steve Peterson, Curtis Oil, will check on the Aire Serv bill.
March Election Judges: Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve Stephanie Bergum, JoAnne Saline, Laura Yrjanson, Debbie Leppala and Sandi Nelson as election judges and alternates for the Tuesday, March 13, 2018 Town General Election. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 
Election Resolutions: 
RESOLUTION # 18-118

COTTON TOWNSHIP

ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

DESIGNATION OF POLLING PLACE

WHEREAS, Legislative changes made in 2017 to Minnesota Statute § 204B.16, subd. 1 require jurisdictions to designate polling places by December 31st of each year, effective for the next calendar year;
NOW THEREFORE LET IT BE RESOLVED: that the Town Board of Cotton Township, County of St. Louis, State of Minnesota hereby designates the following location as the polling place for elections held in 2018:

Cotton Community Center

9087 Highway 53

Cotton, MN 55724

Will Keyes motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley to approve and sign Resolution 18-118 Designation of Polling Place. Will Keyes aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 

RESOLUTION # 18-119

COTTON TOWNSHIP

ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

APPOINTING THE 2018 ABSENTEE BALLOT BOARD

WHEREAS, 
Minnesota Statues Section 203B.121, subd.1 requires the town board, as the governing body of the town, to appoint a ballot board to process all absentee ballots returned to the town clerk for the town election scheduled to be held on Tuesday, March 13, 2018; and 

WHEREAS, 
the ballot board must consist of election judges trained in the handling of absentee ballots, or staff trained as election judges; and
WHEREAS,  even though only two members are required to meet whenever an absentee ballot needs to be processed, the ballot board must consist of at least the same number of members as the minimum number of required election judges for the town election, which pursuant to Minnesota Statues Section 204B.22 has been determined to be 3 for the March 2018 Town election for Cotton Township; and
WHEREAS,  the Town Board for Cotton Township has appointed its election judges for the March 2018 Town election as required by Minnesota Statues Section 204B.21; 
NOW THEREFORE LET IT BE RESOLVED: That the Town Board of Cotton Township hereby appoints the following election judges to serve as the ballot board required to perform all duties required in the processing of absentee ballots under Minnesota Statues Section 203B.121 and all other applicable statutes and rules;



Stephanie Bergum, Debbie Leppala, Sandi Nelson  

Be It Further Resolved: That the Town Board of Cotton Township hereby authorizes any member of the ballot board to be compensated as required by Minnesota Statues Section 203B.121, when said member performs any required duty of the ballot board.   

Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve and sign Resolution 18-119 Appointing the 2018 Absentee Ballot Board. Will Keyes aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.
Discussed Kaspersky internet security.
As there was no further business, Tim Randall motioned, supported by Will Keyes that the meeting be adjourned at 7:30 p.m. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.  
Respectfully submitted,
                            



______________________________   
Approved:




Town Clerk
_____________________________
Town Chair

  


_________________Date              

