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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                  January 10, 2019

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the township office, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Kourtney Kinsley, Supervisor Will Keyes, Supervisor Calla Peterson, Treasurer Debbie Leppala, Clerk Megan Julin, and Deputy Clerk Sandi Nelson. There was one guest present: Rick McRae, McRae Land Improvements LLC, and one resident Jeremy Shaff.
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve the December 13, 2018 Board Meeting minutes as distributed. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 
The treasurer presented the cash control statement, schedule 1 and investments.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $76,192.48; receipts $30,561.98; disbursements $9,352.48; ending balance $97,401.98
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance (-$56,955.60); receipts $21,737.91: disbursements $413.00; ending balance (-$35,630.69) 
FIRE FUND: beginning balance $5,607.56; receipts $12,137.51; disbursements $20,000.00; ending balance $(-2,254.93)
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $15,177.46 receipts $2,494.92 disbursements $942.86; ending balance $16,729.52
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $12,916.90; receipts $1,978.92; disbursements $6,000.00; ending balance $8,895.82
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $7,077.19; receipts $1,187.36; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $8,264.55
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $31,429.91; receipts $1,295.02; disbursements $6,500.00; ending balance $26,224.93
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $91,445.90
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $71,393.62 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $43,208.34
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $119,631.18
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $83,900.96
INTEREST: $0.00
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $83,900.96
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 12/31/18 $203,532.14 
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.
The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Check # 
Amount

Payroll  
Period End 12/31/2018
17899-17911

$   2,769.83
Cook News Harold
Chronicle printing & delivery 
17912


$      360.00

Cardmember Services
Toner, Internet Security, Postage
17913


$      542.99
Curtis Oil
Fuel Oil 
17914


$      347.16
Menards-Virginia
Supplies
17915


$      131.86
St. Louis County Auditor
Proposed tax notice prep & delivery
17916


$      160.10
Electric Systems of Duluth
Light Repair community center
17917


$      272.72

Aire Serv of Northeastern MN
Furnace repairs
17918


$        76.00

PERA
Retirement
17919


$      306.86
Minnesota Secretary of State
Notary Public Commission
17920


$      120.00


Lake Country Power 
Electric Utilities 
1191 


$      104.00
Arvig
Telephone/internet/fax
1192


$      187.83
Internal Revenue Service
Withholdings 
1193


$      657.46
Minnesota Department of Revenue
Sales & Use Tax
1197


$        57.00

Total For Period $6,093.81
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve and sign the claims list for #17899 – 17920 including debit #1191, 1192, 1193, and 1197 totaling $6,093.81 to pay the Bills For Payment. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 
Correspondence:
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES

ASSESSOR’S OFFICE: LBAE training reminder

STATE OF MN OFFICES

AUDITOR: E-Update, Pension Division Newsletter

DEPT of HEALTH: Food license
DEPT of REVENUE: Increase in December 2018 town aid payment. Board of Appeal update. 

MN ASSOC. OF TOWNSHIPS (MAT): Updates

ST. LOUIS CTY. ASSOC OF TOWNSHIPS: Minutes

MN BENEFIT ASSOC: Medicare information

JAKE’S COMPANIES: Contract*

MCRAE LAND IMPROVEMENTS LLC: Contracts*

BRENT’S HEATING AND COOLING: Certificate of Liability, furnace replacement proposal*

TRACY EXCAVATING: Contract*

ROY LEPAK: Strand Lake Outlet

PERA: Welcome to Statewide Volunteer Firefighter (SVF) Retirement Plan*

MEMBERS COOPERATIVE CREDIT UNION: Greetings & rate sheet

CENTRAL ST. LOUIS COUNTY FAIR: Thank you

LAKE COUNTRY POWER: District meeting notice 

COTTON CHRONICLE

COOK NEWS-HERALD

TOWN OF WOURI NEWSLETTER

CTAS NEWS AND NOTES

PERAPHRASE

NEWSLINE 

ISD 2142 NEWSLETTER

*AGENDA ITEMS
OLD BUSINESS
Contracts: Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve and sign Jake’s Companies 2019 contract for grading and mowing roadsides. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve and sign McRae Land Improvements LLC 2019 contract as secondary contractor for mowing roadsides. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve and sign McRae Land Improvements LLC 2019 contract for brush cutting and tree maintenance. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve and sign Tracy Excavating 2019 contract for sexton work in the Cotton Township Cemetery. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley to approve and sign McRae Land Improvements LLC 2019 contract as primary road contractor and to approve and sign Jake’s Companies 2019 contract as secondary road contractor. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.
Iron Range Broadband Resolution: Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve and sign resolution #19-137 Iron Range Broadband Resolution. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.
# 19-137 IRON RANGE BROADBAND RESOLUTION
Whereas broadband is an essential service necessary to attract and retain residents and businesses, engage in commerce, obtain equal access to health care and education, and support a modern quality of life;

Whereas our Iron Range communities and particularly our Iron Range rural countryside, include areas that are considered by to be unserved and underserved when using the standards set in Minnesota state statutes;

Whereas the future of the Iron Range is dependent upon a quality Pre-K through 12 education system and educational delivery services are dependent upon high speed, quality broadband;

Whereas any opportunity for economic diversity requires access to gigabit broadband services to afford the Iron Range a competitive chance at attracting new businesses;

Whereas community volunteers in a number of Iron Range communities have completed the hard work to engage citizens via surveys and meetings and to work with broadband planning consultants to gather data and create broadband deployment plans;

Whereas various state and national funding sources are expected to become available;

Whereas, various grant and loan funds require the commitment of a local match to be provided for competitive and successful applications; and

Whereas, funding broadband projects across the Iron Range will require a collaborative effort of townships, cities, St. Louis County and willing telecommunications providers;

Whereas, townships and small cities do not have the staff or expertise to assist with grant applications, joint powers agreements or public/private provider agreements;

Be it Resolved, that Cotton Township:

1. Supports all efforts to spur the deployment of broadband networks and services that will immediately meet the 2026 state broadband goal of 100 Mb/20 Mb;

2. Will support using local financial resources as part of a broadband deployment plan in conjunction with other funding sources;

3. Requests that St. Louis County take the lead in developing and finalizing a regional, multi-community approach to spurring broadband deployment, including organizational development, legal requirements and financial planning, direct staff support to our small cities and townships and active participation in potential grant funding applications.

CONTINUUM
Community Center: The furnace was installed. The township will use Brent’s Heating and Cooling for future furnace cleaning and maintenance. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to have St. Germain’s replace the broken glass outside of the community center.  Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 

Meetings: St. Louis County Township Officers January 23, 2019, 6:30 p.m.; Town Board Meeting February 14, 2019, 4:30 p.m.
NEW BUSINESS
Cotton Volunteer Fire Department: Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve and sign the Cotton Volunteer Fire Department (CVFD) 2019 contract. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. Cotton Firefighter Relief Association has turned its retirement plan over to the Public Employees Retirement Association of MN (PERA). The CVFD 2018 books need to be audited per their bylaws.  Will Keyes motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley to have Megan Julin organize the Cotton Volunteer Fire Department’s 2018 books so the Board can audit them. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 
Wage Schedule:  Will Keyes motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley to raise Norm and Sirley Peterson’s groundskeepers’ wages to $18.00 per hour Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 

Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to raise Sirley Peterson’s janitor wage to $18.00 per hour. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 

Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to raise the election judge wage from $12.00 to $15.00 per hour Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 

Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to accept the 2019 Wage Schedule. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 
Janitor Position: The clerk will post the janitor position and put it in the February Cotton Chronicle.
Facility custodian job description was discussed.
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to change the February 14, 2019 Board meeting time from 6:00pm to 4:30pm. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 

2018 Board of Audit: Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to schedule the 2018 Board of Audit for February 28, 2019 at 4:30pm. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 

As there was no further business, Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes that the meeting be adjourned at 7:15 p.m. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 
Respectfully submitted,
                            



______________________________   
Approved:




Town Clerk 
_____________________________
Town Chair

  


_________________Date              

