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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                     February 9, 2023

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the town office, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Sandi Nelson, Supervisor Tim Randall, Treasurer Jill Clark, Deputy Treasurer Steph Bergum, Deputy Clerk Megan Hilsgen and Clerk Megan Julin. There were three residents present, Leslie Poettgen, Kim Erickson, Larry Keough and one guest Melanie Johnson. 
Clerk’s minutes. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the January 12, 2023 Board Meeting minutes as distributed. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
The Treasurer presented the cash control, schedule 1, investments, and financial statements.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $44,127.64 receipts $362.88; disbursements $7,575.78; ending balance $36,914.74
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance $82,806.57; receipts $272.69: disbursements $450.00; ending balance $82,629.26
COVID: beginning balance $49,067.72; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $49,067.72
FIRE FUND: beginning balance $19,620.33; receipts $203.01; disbursements $20,000.00; ending balance ($176.66)
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $18,185.80; receipts $1,294.56; disbursements $1,265.92; ending balance $18,214.44
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $15,915.02; receipts $24.96; disbursements $1,275.68; ending balance $14,664.30
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $19,905.37; receipts $37.46; disbursements $3.79; ending balance $19,939.04
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $20,697.28; receipts $1,596.57; disbursements $114.35; ending balance $22,179.50
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $270,325.73
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $3,792.13 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $30,685.52
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $243,432.34
OUTSTANDING CHECKS: $20,260.91
TOTAL PER BANK STATEMENT: $263,693.25
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $130,931.51
INTEREST: $78.14
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $131,009.65
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 01/31/23 $374,441.99
Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Treasurer Clark mentioned the Arvig claim amount of $217.32 presented at the January 12, 2023 Regular Board Meeting was incorrect. The amount should have been $221.08, adjustment is reflected in January disbursements. 
Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve online EFT payment of $215.26 to be withdrawn on March 3, 2023 to pay Arvig for phone/fax/internet bill. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Employee Payroll period beginning 01/01/2023 and ending 01/15/2023, check numbers 20482-20486 totaling $306.53 was reviewed. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson to accept the Employee Payroll as presented. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Claim # 
Amount

Chronicle Payroll 
Period End 01/31/2023
20487-20488           
$      325.03
Regular Payroll
Period End 01/31/2023
20489-20498

$   4,256.69
Cotton Post Office
Chronicle Mailing
20499


$      245.00

Jill M. Clark 
Mileage
20500


$        40.61
W.A. Fisher
Township Ballots
20501


$        75.00

Forum Communications
Chronicle Printing & Circulation
20502


$      541.45

St. Louis County Auditor
Election Training
20503


$      119.00
PERA
Retirement
20504


$      281.92
Norland Environmental Service Inc.
Garbage Service
20505


$      148.01

Park State Bank Credit Card
Supplies, Subscriptions
20506


$      438.12
Range Paper
Paper Products
20507


$        60.42
Lake Country Power 
Electric
02231


$      316.00

Arvig
Telephone/Fax/Internet
02232


$      217.32
Internal Revenue Service
Withholdings
02233


$   1,014.91
Total For Period  -  $8,079.48
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson to approve and sign the claims list for #20487-20507 including electronic fund transfer payment #02231-02233 totaling $8,079.48 to pay the Bills For Payment. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Supervisor Nelson mentioned the negative Fire Fund balance should be discussed at the Board of Audit on February 15, 2023.

Correspondence:
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES


LAND & MINERALS: Tax-forfeit parcel*

PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Planning commission notice*, Planning Commission Hearing*, Subsurface Sewage Treatment System Ordinance proposed amendments*


PUBLIC HEALTH: THC and Minnesota Law

STATE OF MN OFFICES


AUDITOR: E-Updates, Pension Newsletter, CTAS 2023 Release & Winter Newsletter


UNITED STATES POSTAL INSPECTION SERVICE: Post office notification*

US CENSUS BUREAU: Boundary and Annexation Survery (BAS)*

MN ASSOC OF TOWNSHIPS: January Newsletter, Township Day at the Capitol, 2023 Legislative Agenda, Fraudulent MAT Impersonation email 

MN BENEFIT ASSOCIAION: 2023 MBA group insurance billing invoice*

FIREWISE COORDINATOR: Strategic Planning Meeting Info*, Firewise MN DNR Grant Funding

ST. LOUIS COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF TOWNSHIP OFFICERS: Notices, December minutes

RAMS: Meeting notice and agenda, Meeting minutes 

COI’S: Savers Plumbing & Heating LLC, Speedway

POSTER COMPLIANCE: Updated Labor Law Poster 

RESIGNATION LETTER

OLD SCHOOL LIVES: 2022 Donations

TOWN OF EMBARRASS: Compensation info

THANK YOU - CHRONICLE

WUORI NEWSLETTER

COTTON CHRONICLE

MISCELLANEOUS CATALOGS, ADVERTIZING & FLYERS

*AGENDA ITEMS

Kim Erickson requested a contribution on behalf of the South Ridge All Night Grad Party Committee. This is a drug and alcohol-free event for the sophomore, junior, and senior students following the graduation ceremony. The goal of the All Night Grad Party is to provide a fun and safe environment for the graduates and upperclassmen. The party will be held at South Ridge School on Friday, June 2, 2023.  Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve a $750.00 contribution to the South Ridge All Night Grad Party to be disbursed in April 2023. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Groundskeeper, Larry Keough discussed different options regarding additional security at the community center since the Post Office was broken into. The installation of a security system on the outside of the building was discussed. There was discussion on placing an alarm system inside the building, protecting the office and storage closet. Information from ADT Security and other security systems including pricing will be gathered and discussed at the next meeting. Tabled. 
OLD BUSINESS
Planning Commission Hearing Information and Decision Notice: The St. Louis County Planning Commission held a hybrid virtual and in-person public hearing on Thursday, February 9, 2023 at 9:00am, at the Government Services Center, 201 South 3rd Avenue West, Virginia, MN regarding an application from Lake Country Power for a conditional use permit for an electrical substation as a Utility Facilities – Class II at parcel 305-0020-02450. A brief summary of the decision from a conditional use hearing regarding parcels 305-0020-04080 and 305-0020-04082 held on Thursday, January 12, 2023 was received. A formal, signed and notarized Findings of Fact, Conclusions and Decision will be sent once the St. Louis County Planning Commission Board has formally approved them. 
Boundary and Annexation Survey: The US Census Bureau Boundary and Annexation Survey was completed and no changes were reported. 
Menards Authorized Users: The Board reviewed changes to the Menards Virginia and Hermantown list of authorized users. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the list of Authorized Purchasing Agents at the Virginia and Hermantown Menards Locations. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.
CONTINUUM 
Community Center: Facility Custodian: Mark Schroeder submitted a resignation letter from the position of Facility Custodian as of February 28, 2023. The position was posted at designated locations and published in the February Cotton Chronicle. The Board will review applications at the March 9, 2023 Regular Board Meeting. Melanie Johnson inquired about the Facility Custodian position. Responsibilities, scheduling and duties were discussed. Supply List: A list of cleaning supplies and prices from Range Paper was reviewed. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to purchase one case of dust mop heads, one case of wet mop heads, and two cases of garbage bags from Range Paper totaling $351.19. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. Office Chair: The Treasurer’s office chair is beginning to break and needs to be replaced. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve spending up to $250.00 on the purchase of an office chair. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Roads: St. Louis County Public Works Snowplowing Parking Lots: Commissioner Nelson discussed the issue at the St. Louis County Township Officers Meeting on January 25, 2023. He explained that St. Louis County Public Works will plow parking lots after all county roads have been cleared due to time efficiency. Commissioner Nelson encouraged all township to call him directly if their fire department parking lot requires snow removal. There was discussion about hiring a private contractor to remove snow from the Fire Department and Post Office parking lots on an as needed basis. The Board will review prices at the next meeting. Supervisor Randall mentioned that before the next contract is signed with St. Louis County Public Works, the township should request wording be added to the contract stating the Fire Department will be cleared first.  
MEETINGS: Board of Audit/Budget Meeting & Semi-Annual Audit February 15 @ 5:30pm, St. Louis County Township Officers Meeting February 22 @ 6:30pm, Regular Town Board Meeting March 9 @ 6:00pm, Town Election Noon-8pm, Board of Canvass 8:20pm Annual Town Meeting 8:30pm March 14
NEW BUSINESS
Subsurface Sewage Treatment System Ordinance Proposed Amendments: St. Louis County Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on March 9, 2023, at the Government Services Center, 201 South 3rd Avenue West, Virginia, MN regarding proposed amendments to St. Louis County SSTS Ordinance 61. 
Tax Forfeited Parcel: The Board reviewed parcel 305-0010-00754 that was forfeited to the State of Minnesota for nonpayment of real estate taxes on December 7, 2022. The Board is not interested in acquiring the parcel for a public use or purpose. 
MN Benefit Association Group Insurance: Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the Minnesota Benefit Association Life Insurance one year renewal totaling $805.00. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Proposed Wildfire Resiliency Efforts Workshop: The Cotton Volunteer Fire Department invited the Town Board to a Community Wildfire Protection Strategic Planning Meeting that will be held on February 28, 2023 at 6:00pm. Agenda topics include identifying wildfire risks, prioritizing concerns, and developing action plans. 
St. Louis County Association of Township Officers Notices: There are seats open on the Metropolitan Intrastate Council and the CDBG Board. If interested in one of these positions, contact Cathy Rouleau. 
Cotton Volunteer Fire Department (CVFD) Audit: The 2022 CVFD Treasurer’s Report was received immediately prior to tonight’s meeting. The Board will review the report and revisit at next month’s meeting. Tabled. 
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:23 p.m. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Respectfully submitted,
______________________________  






Town Clerk
Approved: 
_____________________________

_________________  
Town Chair

  


Date
