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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                     February 8, 2024

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the town office, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Sandi Nelson, Supervisor Tim Randall, Supervisor Larry Keough, Treasurer Jill Clark, Deputy Treasurer Steph Bergum, Deputy Clerk Jesse Simek and Clerk Megan Julin. There was one guest present, Austin Bergum. 
Clerk’s minutes. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the January 11, 2024 Board Meeting minutes as distributed. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
The Treasurer presented the cash control, schedule 1, investments, and financial statements.

GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $50,226.22 receipts $436.71; disbursements $9,002.88; ending balance $41,660.05
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance $45,819.62; receipts $312.18; disbursements $880.00; ending balance $45,251.80
COVID: beginning balance $38,183.04; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $38,183.04
FIRE FUND: beginning balance $19,970.34; receipts $243.64; disbursements $25,000.00; ending balance ($4,786.02)
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $18,252.97; receipts $1,549.16; disbursements $1,612.36; ending balance $18,189.77
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $19,031.06; receipts $29.96; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $19,061.02
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $22,917.93; receipts $24.98; disbursements $3.00; ending balance $22,939.91
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $23,717.03; receipts $1,842.85; disbursements $2,928.57; ending balance $22,631.31
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $238,118.21
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $4,439.48 


TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $39,426.81
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $203.130.88
OUTSTANDING CHECKS: $312.65
TOTAL PER BANK STATEMENT: $203,443.53
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $131,177.01
INTEREST: $0.00
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $131,177.01
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 01/31/24 $334,307.89
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE WITH ACCRUED INTEREST: $134,237.39
ACCRUED INTEREST:  $436.16
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE WITH ACCRUED INTEREST: $134,673.55
TOTAL BALANCE WITH ACCRUED INTEREST: 01/31/24 $337,804.43
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Larry Keough to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve online EFT payment of $219.63 to be withdrawn on March 3, 2024 to pay Arvig for phone/fax/internet bill. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Employee Payroll period beginning 01/01/2024 and ending 01/15/2024, check numbers 20853-20854 totaling $266.38 was reviewed. 

The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Claim # 
Amount

Regular Payroll
Period End 01/31/2024
20855-20862

$   4,083.99
Cotton Post Office
Chronicle Postage
20863


$      310.00
Jill M. Clark
Mileage Reimbursement
20864


$        97.61
PERA
Retirement
20865


$      568.36
Couri & Ruppe
Legal Services
20866


$        62.50
Federated Co-op, Inc.
Propane
20867


$      371.13

Forum Communications
Printing & Circulation
20868


$      543.50
Metro Sales, Inc.
Printing Fees
20869


$      119.11
St. Louis County Auditor
Sanding
20870


$      328.36
Park State Bank
January Charges
20871


$      466.55
Lake Country Power
Electric
02241


$      306.00
Arvig
Telephone/Fax/Internet
02242


$      218.82
Internal Revenue Service
January Withholdings 
02243


$      977.20


Total For Period  -  $8,453.13
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Larry Keough to approve and sign the claims list for #20855-20871 including electronic fund transfer payments #02241-02243 totaling $8,453.13 to pay the bills for payment. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES


ASSESSOR: Board of appeal information*

AUDITOR: 2024 Election Updates

PUBLIC HEALTH: Public Health Pulse Newsletter

NOAA Regional Climate Draft Review

STATE OF MN OFFICES


AUDITOR: Weekly Updates, Pension Newsletter


DEPT OF REVENUE: LBAE Training Certificate

UNITED STATE BANKRUPCY COURT: Class 6(B) Local Government Opioid Claim

FEMA: Henry Schelton*, Mark Lindhorst Kauppi Lake Road and Mckay Road

US CENSUS BUREAU: 2024 Boundary and Annexation Survey

PERA: Notifications

MN ASSOC OF TOWNSHIPS: January Newsletter, Notice of Proposed Bylaw Changes* 

MATIT: Workers’ Compensation Payroll Audit

MBA: Insurance claim

SLC ASSOCIATION OF TOWNSHIPS OFFICERS: Jim Hoffsommer 2023 Annual Meeting Letter

RAMS: Metting notice and agenda, Mental Health training

JULIE HARTWIG: Dog Training Inquiry

DAUGHTERS OF THE NILE: Halloween dance thank you letter

LAKE COUNTRY POWER: District Member Meeting

CERTIFICATE OF LIABILITY (3)

STELLAR MEDICAL: AED Questions

COTTON CHRONICLE

MISCELLANEOUS CATALOGS, ADVERTIZING & FLYERS

*AGENDA ITEMS

Austin Bergum requested a contribution for the 2024 South Ridge All Night Graduation Party. He discussed activities and prizes that they are hoping to have. The Board reviewed past contributions.  Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to contribute $750.00 from the non-levy fund to the 2024 South Ridge All Night Graduation Party. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
OLD BUSINESS
FEMA Flooding: The new Public Assistance Program Delivery Manager (PDMG) that was assigned last month, was demobilized by FEMA.  The township is being assigned a new PDMG. 
Boundary and Annexation Survey (BAS): Township boundaries on the map provided by the U.S. Census Bureau were reviewed and determined accurate. Clerk will submit BAS report and update contact information.  
CONTINUUM 
Community Center: Dead trees and limbs that were hanging over powerlines near the garage were removed by Lake Country Power.
MEETINGS: SLC Association of Township Officers February 28, 2024 @ 6:30pm, Town Election March 12, 2024 NOON – 8pm Board of Canvass 8:20pm, Annual Meeting 8:30pm, Regular Town Board Meeting March 14, 2024 @ 6:00pm
NEW BUSINESS
MN Association of Townships (MAT) Spring Short Course/Township Day at the Capitol: Spring Short Course will be held on April 5, 2024 at the Duluth Entertainment Convention Center. Township Day at the Capitol will be held on April 8-9, 2024. 
Park State Bank Certificate of Deposits (CD): Park State Bank is offering a seven-month certificate of deposit special at 5 percent. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Larry Keough to purchase four separate certificates of deposits from Park State Bank at 5 percent annual percentage yield for seven-month terms. $20,000 CD using funds from parks and rec, $10,000 CD using funds from cemetery, $10,000 CD using funds from non-levy, and $20,000 using funds from general. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.
2024 Local Board of Appeal and Equalization: Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Larry Keough to schedule the Local Board of Appeal and Equalization for May 16, 2024, from 4-5pm. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
MN Benefit Association Life Insurance: Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to continue the silver life insurance plan for elected town board member with the MN Benefit Association. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Dog Training Inquiry: There was a rental inquiry requesting to use the facility for weekly dog training.  The Board discussed sanitation issues, possible floor damage, and interference with other rentals. Dog training will not be allowed in the community center for these reasons. 
Treasurers Annual Reports Submitted: The treasurer provided a list of required 2024 annual reports that have been submitted. List on file with the clerk in the town office. 
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Larry Keough to adjourn the meeting at approximately 6:37pm. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.







Respectfully submitted,
______________________________  






Town Clerk
Approved: 
_____________________________

_________________  
Town Chair

 


Date
