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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                 February 13, 2020

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the township office, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Will Keyes, Supervisor Tim Randall, Treasurer Calla Peterson, and Clerk Megan Julin. There was one resident present, Larry Keough.
Clerk’s minutes. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the January 9, 2020 Board Meeting minutes as distributed. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye.  MOTION CARRIED. 
The treasurer presented the cash control statement, schedule 1 and investments.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $77,553.92; receipts $887.05; disbursements $8,683.03; ending balance $69,757.94
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance $117,330.37; receipts $678.63: disbursements $7,324.34; ending balance $110,684.66 
FIRE FUND: beginning balance $18,072.90; receipts $501.78; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $18,574.68
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $16,866.23; receipts $1,559.04; disbursements $2,524.02; ending balance $15,901.25
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $11,816.06; receipts $161.69; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $11,977.75
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $11,450.35; receipts $67.02; disbursements $15.74; ending balance $11,501.63
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $33,048.15; receipts $530.27; disbursements $2,668.41; ending balance $30,910.01
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $286,137.98
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $4,385.48 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $21,215.54
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $269,307.92
OUTSTANDING CHECKS: $0.00
TOTAL PER BANK STATEMENT: $269,307.92
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $74,535.61
INTEREST: $139.12
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $74,674.73
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 01/31/20 $343,982.65 
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve online payment of $197.77 to be withdrawn on March 3, 2020 to pay Arvig for phone/fax/internet bill. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Check # 
Amount

Payroll  
Period End 01/31/2020
18263-18275

$   5,189.98
Federated Co-op
Propane
18276


$   1,284.50
A1 Services, Inc.
Septic Pumping
18277


$      220.00

SLC Assoc. of Townships
Membership Dues
18278


$      678.16

Couri & Ruppe, P.L.L.P.
Contract Review
18279


$      750.00

Capital One
Office Supplies
18280


$      457.50

Cotton Volunteer Fire Dept.
1st half of 2020 Contract
18281


$ 20,000.00

Forum Communications
Chronicle printing/circulation
18282


$      419.52 

Cotton Post Office
Chronicle mailing
18283


$      235.00
Ruthann Ultican
Mileage 
18284


$          4.03

Larry Keough
Mileage
18285


$        28.75

Calla Peterson
Mileage
18286


$        75.90

Kourtney Kinsley
Mileage
18287


$        20.70  

Megan Julin
Mileage & Reimbursement
18288


$        87.41
Menard-Virginia
Community Center Operating Supplies
18289


$        54.28
W.A. Fisher
Election Ballots/Post cards
18290


$        97.00
PERA
Retirement
18291


$      627.24  

Lake Country Power 
Utilities
02201


$      360.00

Arvig
Phone/fax/internet
02202


$      196.50
Internal Revenue Service
Withholdings 
02203


$   1,098.49

Total For Period $31,884.96
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve and sign the claims list for #18263 – 18291 including debit #02201-02203 totaling $31,884.96 to pay the Bills For Payment. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Grounds Keeper Larry Keough discussed exterior lighting at the community center. Several bulbs need to be replaced. The board requested Larry replace the bulbs with LED if possible. Purchasing LED bulbs should save money in the long run. Security cameras and monitor are installed and working. Larry will make adjustments to cameras if necessary. He will reinstall the fourth camera that was removed to repair the exterior wall of the community center. A motion activated sensor for the lights and exhaust fan will be installed in the women’s restroom. A sensor will not be installed in the men’s room at this time because the light switch is located outside of the restroom.
Correspondence:
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES


ASSESSOR: 2020 Local Board of Appeal & Equalization*


AUDITOR/ELECTIONS:  2020 Presidential Nomination Primary Information


LAND & MINERALS: 2020 Noxious Weed List


PUBLIC WORKS: Possible Public Works strike

STATE OF MN OFFICES


ADMINISTRATION: Cooperative Purchasing*

DEPT OF REVENUE: 2019 Production tax payments & distributions


US CENSUS BUREAU: Boundary and Annexation Survey (BAS), Boundary Validation Program(BVP)*

MN BENEFIT ASSOCIATION: Life insurance*

PERA CVFD 

SLC ASSOCIATION OF TOWNSHIPS: Minutes

AMERICAN BANK: Public entity pledging, Resolution*

McRAE LAND IMPROVEMENTS: Contracts*

CHERRY ALL NIGHT GRAD PARTY: Donation*

OLD SCHOOL LIVES: Thank you

TOWN OF WUORI NEWSLETTER

COMMUNITY EDUCATION

STRICTLY BUSINESS

NEWSLINE

MINNESOTA LTAP

TOWNSHIP INSIDER

COTTON CHRONICLE
*AGENDA ITEMS

OLD BUSINESS
MN Cooperative Purchasing Agreement: Required forms were completed and signed. Clerk will mail to the MN Department of Administration of State Procurement.
CONTINUUM 
Roads: The board discussed possible road brushing projects. Roads that are brushed would not be included in the 2020 mowing contract. The board will wait until 2020 Road Review is completed to make a decision. Despite all efforts made by the board, the township failed to contact all property owners whose property could have potentially been affected prior to brushing on Hage Road. Going forward, the township will attempt to contact all property owners and receive written permission before performing brushing on township roads.
Cemetery: The potentially high cost of winter burials was discussed. Tim Randall motioned supported by Will Keyes to require an upfront payment for winter burials including but not limited to expenses of plowing, locating grave site, digging, and filling. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Meetings: Board of Audit/Budget Meeting February 24, 2020 @ 5:00pm; St. Louis County Township Officers Meeting February 26, 2020 @ 6:30pm; Town Election noon to 8:00pm Annual Meeting March 10, @ 8:30pm; Town Board Meeting March 12, @ 6:00pm, Local Board of Appeal & Equalization April 8, 4:00-5:00pm, MAT Short Course April 3rd, 9-3:30pm @ Duluth Convention Center
NEW BUSINESS
Contracts: Brushing contract for 2020 was received from McRae Land Improvements, LLC. 

Brushing and mowing contracts tabled until completion of 2020 Road Review.
Employee Notice: Updated Employee Notice forms were disbursed and signed.
Capital One Rewards: The treasurer informed the board the township did not reach the minimum purchase amount in the amount of time needed to qualify for the $500.00 cash back offer. A request for an extension was made and rejected. 
Local Board of Appeal & Equalization: The 2020 Local Board of Appeal and Equalization (LBAE) will be held on April 8th from 4:00-5:00pm. Supervisor Randall and Keyes are up to date on required LBAE training.
MN Benefit Association Life Insurance: Will Keyes motioned supported by Tim Randall to renew Silver Plan through MN Benefit Association Life Insurance for elected board members  Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Cherry All Night Grad Party Donation Request: Clerk will send a letter requesting a representative attend a Board Meeting.

U.S. Census Bureau Survey: The board reviewed the Census Bureau’s boundary data and found all information to be correct. The 2020 Boundary and Annexation Survey (BAS) and the 2020 initial Boundary Validation Program (BVP) were completed and signed. Clerk will mail to the U.S. Census Bureau National Processing Center. 
American Bank: Certificate of Adoption of Director’s Resolution was received from American Bank.
As there was no further business, Will Keyes motioned supported by Tim Randall that the meeting be adjourned at 7:23 p.m. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Respectfully submitted,
______________________________  
Approved:




Town Clerk 
_____________________________
Town Chair

  


_________________Date              

