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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                  February 11, 2021


The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:30 p.m. in the Cotton Community Center to maintain social distancing due to COVID-19, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Will Keyes, Supervisor Tim Randall, Supervisor Jared Mevissen, Deputy Treasurer Steph Bergum, Treasurer Calla Peterson, Deputy Clerk Sandi Nelson and Clerk Megan Julin. There was one guest in attendance Natalie Graves, Cherry School via GoToMeeting.
Clerk’s minutes. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the January 14, 2021 Board Meeting minutes as distributed. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED.
The treasurer presented the cash control statement, schedule 1 and investments.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $65,655.41; receipts $719.68; disbursements $7,097.25; ending balance $59,277.84
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance $124,032.65; receipts $541.96: disbursements $150.00; ending balance $124,424.61
CORONAVIRUS RELIEF AID: beginning balance $0.00; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $0.00 
SLC CARES ACT BLOCK GRANT: beginning balance $0.00; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $0.00

FIRE FUND: beginning balance $18,417.26; receipts $402.52; disbursements $20,000.00; ending balance $(-1,180.22)
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $16,750.03; receipts $265.60; disbursements $1,540.08; ending balance $15,475.55
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $11,208.14; receipts $49.48; disbursements $1,208.36; ending balance $10,049.26
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $14,603.76; receipts $29.70; disbursements $13.00; ending balance $14,620.46
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $32,281.88; receipts $772.09; disbursements $177.63; ending balance $32,876.34
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $282,949.13
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $2,781.03 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $30,186.32
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $255,543.84
OUTSTANDING CHECKS: $20,883.24
TOTAL PER BANK STATEMENT: $276,427.08
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $75,116.29
INTEREST: $138.63
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $75,254.92
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 1/31/21 $330,798.76 
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve online EFT payment of $237.18 to be withdrawn on March 3, 2021 to pay Arvig for phone/fax/internet bill. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Treasurer Peterson reported $202.00 was disbursed to the Minnesota Department of Revenue on January 20, 2021 for sales and use tax. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to accept the payment of $202.00 to the Minnesota Department of Revenue that was paid on January 20, 2021. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Employee Payroll period beginning 1/01/2021 and ending 1/14/2021, check numbers 18687-18690, totaling $494.94 was reviewed and signed by the supervisors.
The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Check # 
Amount

Payroll  
Period End 1/31/2021
18691-18703

$   4,327.33
METRO
Printing fee
18704


$        44.75
W.A. Fisher
Ballots & Notary Stamp
18705


$      100.00

Couri & Ruppe, P.L.L.P.
Legal Services
18706


$      107.50

St. Louis County Auditor
Culvert Maintenance 2020
18707


$      684.24

Menards – Virginia
Cleaning Supplies
18708


$        42.39

Norland Environmental Service, Inc.
Garbage Service
18709


$      132.21
St. Louis County Assoc. of Townships
MAT & County Dues
18710


$      677.74

Cotton Post Office
Chronicle Mailing
18711


$      720.00

Megan Julin
Mileage & Reimbursement
18712


$        57.48

Mary Shannon Keough
Mileage
18713


$        31.36

Larry Keough
Mileage
18714


$          7.28

Calla Peterson
Mileage & Reimbursement
18715


$      290.69

Sandi Nelson
Mileage & Reimbursement
18716


$      173.60

Tim Randall
Mileage
18717


$        12.88

Forum Communications
Chronicle printing and circulation
18718


$      432.28
PERA
Retirement
18719


$      608.69
Federated Co-op
Propane
18720


$      306.46
Old School Lives
Contribution
18721


$   1,200.00
Lake Country Power
Electric
02211


$      283.00

Arvig
Phone/fax/internet
02212


$      219.08
Internal Revenue Service
February Withholdings 
02213


$   1,067.78
Capital One
Subscriptions & Postage
02218


$      107.25


Total For Period $16,633.99
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve and sign the claims list for #18691 – 18721 including EFT debit #02211-01213 and #01218 totaling $11,633.99 to pay the Bills For Payment. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Natalie Graves requested a contribution for the Cherry All Night Grad Party. As the Cherry 2020 All Night Grad Party was not held due to COVID-19, the money received was used to buy prizes and gifts. The clerk mentioned Cotton Township has exhausted all funds available for contributions. Contribution request was tabled until after the Township Annual Meeting that will be held on March 9, 2021.
Correspondence:
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES


ASSESSOR: Tentative schedule for 2021 Local Board of Appeal*


LAND & MINERALS: Classification of state forfeited land* 

PUBLIC WORKS: Signs for East & West Rose Drive* 

SHERIFF’S PUBLIC SAFETY: Private easement off S. Strand*

STATE OF MN OFFICES


AUDITOR: E-Updates and Newsletter


MANAGEMENT & BUDGET: Final report for Coronavirus Relief Fund


PERA: Good Time Service Credit (GTSC) certification for the Cotton Volunteer Fire Dept


2020 PERA Volunteer Firefighter Plan Financial Report


REVENUE: Fire State Aid application mailed

UNITED STATES OFFICES


CENSUS BUREAU: Boundary & Annexation (BAS) Survey*

SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION: Authorized representative

MN TOWNSHIP ASSOC: January Newsletter, Legislative & Research Committee Meeting  

ST LOUIS CTY TOWNSHIP OFFICERS: Agenda, minutes, dues, annual meeting notice, By-Laws

RANGE ASSO of MUNICIPALITIES & SCHOOLS (RAMS): Link to Speed Test Results

WOODS BROTHERS EXCAVATING: Road contract*

AMERICAN BANK: Collateral security for deposits not covered by FDIC Insurance, Form 1099

FORUM PRINTING: Duluth location closing*

MENARDS: Authorized user updates for Duluth & Virginia*

McRAE LAND IMPROVEMENT: Thank you letter

CRON-SHEEHY FUNERAL HOME: Veteran marker 

NEWSLINE

COTTON CHRONICLE

ISD 2142 COMMUNITY ED BOOKLET

PIPELINE
*AGENDA ITEMS
OLD BUSINESS
Wage Schedule: Supervisor Keyes presented wage progression schedules. For instance, starting everyone at 75% of the top wage and then receiving a yearly increase thereafter so it doesn’t take twenty years to get to the top. Supervisor Mevissen presented wage schedules he received from various townships. Wages vary between townships. Supervisor Randall proposed giving the clerk her raise and then putting a freeze on all raises. A cap should be set on wages. If someone new comes into the township they should start at three or four dollars less and then get a $1.00 raise each year until they reached the cap. The supervisors appreciate the hard work put in by both the treasurer and clerk. Discussion about whether or not wages are adjusted if someone changes positions. A different option should be considered rather than four percent each year to prevent anyone from having to request a raise outside of the raises given to everyone each year. Wage Schedule can be reviewed at the reorganization meeting in April. Supervisor Mevissen did an average of all the townships that participated in the wage survey in 2015 for St. Louis County Association of Townships. Based off those averages clerk hourly salaries averaged two to three dollars more than treasurers. Treasurer Peterson presented wage schedules from townships that the clerk and treasurers make the same and feels she should make the same as the clerk. Julin feels she was making more based off seniority at Cotton Township. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to increase Megan Julin’s wage by $1.50 and then put a freeze on wages for the time being. Peterson feels her prior work experience should matter. Julin has prior experience as well. In Cotton Township the clerk has made more than the treasurer. Deputy Clerk Nelson mentioned wages would be based off prior experience and education if the clerk and treasurer positions were appointed rather than elected. It’s up to the supervisors to make the decisions for this township. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Old School Lives: A motioned was made at the November meeting to contribute $1,200 to Old School Lives and was included in this month’s claims list. A contribution form was completed and signed.
CONTINUUM 
Roads: Rose Lake Road Signs: Victor Lund, St. Louis County Traffic Engineer provided sign details, proposed layout, and sign costs for signs requested by the township to be fabricated and installed by St. Louis County Public Works. Road Supervisor Randall will review the proposed layout and inspect Rose Lake Drive prior to the March meeting. Tabled. South Strand Easement Name Change: St. Louis County recommended sending a letter to everyone owning property on the easement. The clerk drafted a letter and it was reviewed by Matt Goodman, GIS Principal St. Louis County Sheriff’s Office. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to persue the South Strand easement name change and send out the letter. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. Contracts: One road contract was received by Woods Brothers Excavating. McRae Excavating, LLC did not submit a contract. Supervisor Keyes spoke with McRae on the phone and he voiced his concerns about the township having Woods Brother drain water in the township gravel pit. Supervisor Keyes and Randall thought McRae did a good job on the roads. It is crucial that the road contractor coordinates with the grader operator when gravel is placed. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve and sign the Woods Brothers Excavating 2021 Road Contract. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. Local Road Improvement Program: The deadline to submit the grant is March 3, 2021. The township would need to work with the county engineer. If the grant is available in the future it should be looked into. 
Community Center: Groundskeeper/maintenance Larry Keough would like to replace all the light bulbs in the community center to T8, 32-watt, day light bulbs. This way all the bulbs through out the building will be uniform. Supervisor Keyes is concerned that eventually these bulbs will not be available. The township should look into switching to LED at some point. For what the current bulbs cost, it’s worth maintaining what is here. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve Larry Keough spend up to $200 to purchase bulbs. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Meetings: St. Louis County Township Officers Meeting February 24, 2021 @ 6:30pm; Board of Audit /Budget Meeting February 17, 2021 @ 4:00pm; March 9, 2021 Town Election Noon-8:00pm, Board of Canvass 8:15pm, Annual Town Meeting 8:30pm; Town Board Meeting March 11, 2021 @ 6:00pm, SLC Township Officers March 24, 2021 @ 6:30pm.
NEW BUSINESS
Annual Meeting Teleconference: The annual meeting will be held in-person rather than virtually because of confusion and difficulties that could arise. If the Governor’s orders change and the township can’t hold the meeting in person, then the meeting will be held virtually if there is enough time to post it. The board passed a motion at the previous meeting to hold the meeting virtually if needed. There is the option of opening the meeting and then reconvening the meeting to set the levy at a later date. 

Board of Appeal and Equalization: The Board of Appeal and Equalization Meeting will be held on April 14, 2021 @ 4:00pm.  
St. Louis County Land and Minerals: The township was notified of state tax forfeited property classified as non-conservation. The board does not disapprove. 
US Census Bureau: The clerk will complete and send the 2021 Boundary and Annexation Survey.

Forum Printing: The Forum Printing Duluth location will be closing in April, 2021. The Chronicle will be printed at the Brainerd location. They are not expecting printing prices to increase. 
Menards Authorized User Updates: Authorized users were updated. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the authorized Menards users. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED.
As there was no further business, Will Keyes motioned supported by Tim Randall that the meeting be adjourned at 7:54 p.m. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Respectfully submitted,
______________________________  






Town Clerk

Approved:
_____________________________

_________________              
Town Chair

  


Date
