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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                  December 9, 2021


The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the township office, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Tim Randall, Supervisor Jared Mevissen, Supervisor Sandi Nelson, Treasurer Calla Peterson, Deputy Treasurer Steph Bergum, Deputy Clerk Megan Hilsgen and Clerk Megan Julin. There were two guests present, Arrlette Krog and Pete Weidman. 
Clerk’s minutes. There is a correction in the October 14, 2021 minutes. The year listed for the Fall Road Review should be changed from 2022 to 2021. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the November 15, 2021 Board Meeting minutes as distributed and the correction to the October 14, 2021 Board Meeting minutes. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
The treasurer presented the cash control statement, schedule 1 and investments.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $51,848.65 receipts $0.00; disbursements $8,687.79; ending balance $43,160.86
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance $117,340.44; receipts $0.00: disbursements $10,282.50; ending balance $107,057.94
COVID: beginning balance 23,755.92; receipts $777.94; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $24,533.86
FIRE FUND: beginning balance 3,498.42; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $3,498.42
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $16,114.31; receipts $91.69; disbursements $1,283.88; ending balance $14,922.12
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $10,791.19; receipts $150.00; disbursements $164.44; ending balance $10,776.75
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $16,313.52; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $16,313.52
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $52,296.84; receipts $1,851.15; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $54,147.99
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $291,959.29
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $2,870.78 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $20,418.61
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $274,411.46
OUTSTANDING CHECKS: $677.58
TOTAL PER BANK STATEMENT: $275,089.04
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $55,615.50
INTEREST: $0.00
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $55,615.50
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 11/30/21 $330,026.96 
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
The township received an American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Supplemental Payment. The funds that remained from townships that did not apply for ARPA funds were disbursed amongst the townships that did apply. 
Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve check #19028 that includes heavy maintenance road work performed by Jared Mevissen. Tim Randall aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Jared Mevissen abstain. MOTION CARRIED.
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve online EFT payment of $138.70 to be withdrawn on January 3, 2022 to pay Arvig for phone/fax/internet bill. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Check numbers 18965 and 18824 totaling $181.85 were voided. Voided checks are reflected in the November financial reports. Treasurer Peterson informed the board that Park State Bank charged a $30 stop payment fee for each check. Supervisor Nelson suggested foregoing voiding smaller checks with the bank in the future to avoid the stop payment fee. 
Employee Payroll period beginning 11/01/2021 and ending 11/14/2021, check numbers 19021-19024 totaling $687.92.  Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson to approve and sign the employee payroll. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. MOTION CARRIED.
The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Claim # 
Amount

Regular Payroll 
Period End 11/30/2021
19025-19033   

$   2,916.20
Chronicle Payroll
Period End 11/30/2021
19034-19035 

$      375.71
Range Paper
Paper Products
19036


$        81.63
Victor Lundeen Company
Laser Checks
19037


$      387.65
Tracy Excavating
Sexton Work
19038


$      250.00

Menards – Virginia
Supplies
19039


$      130.97

PERA
Retirement
19040


$      476.26

Cotton Post Office
Chronicle Mailing
19041


$      245.00

Calla Peterson
Mileage
19042


$        67.20
Larry Keough
Mileage
19043


$          2.80  

Randy Moberg
Mileage
19044


$        42.00
Tim Randall
Mileage
19045


$        17.36
Cherrie Soderlund
Mileage
19046


$          4.48

Forum Communications
Chronicle Printing & Circulation
19047


$      480.31
METRO
Printing Fee
19048


$        54.31
Norland Environmental Service Inc.
Garbage Service
19049


$      132.21

Lake Country Power
Electric
12211


$      317.00
Internal Revenue Service
Withholdings for December
12213


$      778.54
Capital One
Program Subscriptions, supplies
12218


$      846.52
Total For Period  -  $7,606.15
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson to approve and sign the claims list for #18993-19020 omitting #19028, including electronic fund transfer payments #12211, 12213, and 12218 totaling $7,465.39 to pay the Bills For Payment. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Total claims approved total $7,606.15
Supervisor Nelson mention purchases over $100.00 should be preapproved with the Board.
Correspondence:
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES

AUDITOR: Election info*, Voting equipment grant (VEGA-3), 2021 Tax Apportionment info

PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Complaint form*

FIREWISE COORDINATOR: Federal grant applications

HUMAN RESOURCES: Job postings

STATE OF MN OFFICES


AUDITOR: E-Updates, Pension Newsletter

DEPT. OF HEALTH: Food license 2022

MANAGEMENT & BUDGET: Additional disbursement of ARP funds info


SECRETARY OF STATE: Example ballots, 2022 Election Calendar, Memorandum

MN ASSOC OF TOWNSHIPS: ARPA training, November Newsletter

ST. LOUIS COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF TOWNSHIPS: October minutes, Resolutions*, letter

PERA: PERAphrase Newsletter

RANGE ASSC OF MUNICIPALITIES AND SCHOOLS (RAMS): EV car charging stations webinar 

PARK STATE BANK: Certificate of Deposit interest rates*

STELLAR MEDICAL & EQUIPMENT: AED Training*

FEDERATED CO-OPS: Propane safety info

CARLSON CONCRETE PRODUCTS, INC.: Notice of acquisition

POSTER COMPLIANCE CENTER: MN Labor Law Poster and info

UNIVERSITY OF MN: Water Resources Center Certification & Continuing Education Schedule, Rural Health Research Center Rural Health Interest Group

OTIS-MAGIE, A MARSH & MCLENNAN: SLC Snowmobile Clubs Certificate of Liability Insurance

THANK YOU: Old School Lives

SEAN SUNDQUIST: Chronicle request*

COTTON CHRONICLE

MISCELLANEOUS CATALOGS, ADVERTIZING & FLYERS

*AGENDA ITEMS

The Board heard from Arrlette Krog, President of the Cotton Community Civic Club. The civic club holds monthly dances at the Cotton Community Center. Recently the Town Board began charging a $35.00 rental fee for each dance. Money that is taken at the door is used for snacks and paying the band. Krog is requesting the Board waive the $35.00 fee. She mentioned that the civic club is looking for new members if anyone is interested in joining. There is an annual electronic form that is required to be completed by the civic club. She would like the Board to consider the annual electronic form be sent to the township’s email address instead of being sent to a personal individual in case they were to become incapacitated, and the club could not gain access to the form. The civic club carries liability insurance for the dances in case anyone was to be hurt at the dance or upon leaving. Supervisor Nelson mentioned she thought the township carried a rider on their insurance for the civic club. This will be investigated. The Board decided to charge a rental fee for the dance to offset some of the cleaning costs. It was suggested the group could spend some extra time cleaning up after the dance like taking out the garbage and wiping tables and chairs. Treasurer Peterson commented the township is $2,019 in the hole after deducting cleaning costs. Supervisor Nelson mentioned the income from Post Office Rent is an additional revenue of around $7,000.00 a year which would bring the township out of the hole. A large part of cleaning costs is attributed to the post office. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to waive the $35.00 fee being charged to the Cotton Civic Club for the dances. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. MOTION CARRIED.
The Board heard from Pete Weidman, South Strand Lake Road. He is here to continue working with the township on dust control. Supervisor Randall has been very helpful. The Three Lakes Development Association Board of Directors has agreed to be their banker in the event the residents choose to put funds together to pay for additional dust control. The township is planning on placing class 5 on South Strand Lake Road in the spring. Class 5 will hold the dust control better. It would be placed in the sandy areas totaling about a quarter mile. The amount and time of placement depends on when and how much material the township is able to purchase from St. Louis County Public Works through their crushing program. Weidman will share the information with the other residents and include the township in that correspondence via email. Tim Randall stated if the residents want a second coating of dust control, they would be responsible for the costs. The gravel and maintenance of the road will be done by the township. 
OLD BUSINESS

Automatic External Defibrillator (AED) Training: Stellar Medical and Equipment is trying to find a representative to come to the community center and do a demonstration for the Board.
W-2 Corrections: Treasurer Peterson is waiting for final revisions and an estimate from Walker Giroux & Hahne. She has called and emailed several times but has not got a response. 
Cotton Volunteer Fire Department (CVFD) Contract: The township has not received a 2022 contract from the department. Clerk Julin will contact Craig Kinsley, Fire Chief CVFD. 
Park State Bank Certificate of Deposit: There are better rate for Certificate of Deposits at different banks. Treasurer Peterson will request Park State Bank match the lower rates and look into the requirements of opening a CD at a different bank.

2022 Wage Schedule: There will be no changes to wages at this time. Clarification regarding mileage, heavy maintenance, minimum billing, and training were added to the wage schedule. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve the 2022 Wage Schedule. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
CONTINUUM 
Roads: St. Louis County Public Works Emergency Request: Clerk Julin will send letters to St. Louis County Public Works requesting they scrape/sand icy roads, thaw culverts and do any emergency work on township roads as needed. She also requested a copy of the most current Road Maintenance agreement and Snow and Ice Control Policy. Lily Lake Road Right of Way: Obstructions are still in the right of way on Lily Lake Road. Supervisor Randall attempted to contact property owners several times via telephone but has not been able to get a response. He will contact the supervisor and the St. Louis County Cotton Garage to verify they will be able to plow the road this winter season despite the obstructions. Mailboxes within the township right of way must be in accordance with U.S. Postal Service regulations and conform to the requirements contained in Minn. Stat. 169.072 Minn. R. Chap. 8818.
Community Center: TV Cable: The cable for the TV to hook up to laptops is extremely long. Supervisor Mevissen provided a few different options including purchasing a smaller cable or a cord reel which would make it easier to move around and there would be less of a chance of anyone tripping over the cord. The board agreed to purchase the cord reel. Fireproof locked cabinets: Supervisor Mevissen provided the Board with a quote for twos cabinets from Uline. He is waiting for another quote from Northern Business Products and SHI International Corp. Tabled. 
Cemetery: Discussion regarding burial prices. Prices should at least cover the cost. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson to increase burial prices as follows; Resident: Cremation $250 and Full $600.00. Non-Resident: Cremation $350.00 and Full $700.00. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

MEETINGS: MN Association of Townships Training ARPA Spending Resolutions VIA ZOOM December 14, 2021 10am-Noon; Town Board Meeting January 13, @ 6:00pm; St. Louis County Township Officers Meeting January 26, @ 6:30pm

NEW BUSINESS
2022 Meeting Dates: A list of 2022 meeting dates was disbursed in the packets. The audit/budget meeting will need to be scheduled at the next regular board meeting. 
Contracts: Clerk Julin will request contracts from Jake’s Companies and Wood Brothers Excavating to be reviewed at the January meeting.  
Chronicle Request: Residents in culver are required to purchase a subscription for the chronicle. Subscriptions are $12.00/year. Copies are delivered to the Wayside Corner, South Ridge School, Old School Lives, Wilbert Café, and Speedway and are free of charge.
St. Louis County (SLC) Township Officer Resolutions: The Board discussed resolutions passed at the December SLC Township Officer Meeting. They were regarding annexation reform and Road Reversion Reform. The Board requested the Clerk Julin generate the resolutions for Cotton Township and present them at the January meeting. 
Township Election: Filing Notice will be published in the Mesabi Daily News Tribune and posted. A formal Notice of Election for 2022 March Township Election will be sent to the SLC Auditor’s office. 
Geek Squad Renewal: Geek Squad and Webroot yearly subscriptions were automatically renewed through Best Buy. Treasurer Peterson will contact Best Buy to request the township’s credit card be removed from auto renew and request a paper bill. 
Treasurer Peterson requested the Board appoint a custodian of the imprest fund. The fund will be managed according to Minnesota Statute 366.01 Subd. 12. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to appoint Calla Peterson as custodian of the imprest fund. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:45 p.m. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Respectfully submitted,
______________________________  






Town Clerk

Approved: 

_____________________________

_________________             
Town Chair

  


Date
