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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                    December 8, 2022

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the town office, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Jared Mevissen, Supervisor Sandi Nelson, Supervisor Tim Randall, Deputy Treasurer Steph Bergum, and Clerk Megan Julin. There were no residents or guests present. 
Clerk’s minutes. Jared Mevissen motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the November 10, 2022 Board Meeting minutes as distributed. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
The Treasurer presented the cash control, schedule 1, investments, and other financial statements.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $40,491.43 receipts $27,666.02; disbursements $17,645.35; ending balance $50,512.10
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance $123,377.24; receipts $21,156.83: disbursements $58,947.50; ending balance $85,586.57
COVID: beginning balance $49,067.72; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $49,067.72
FIRE FUND: beginning balance $3,970.55; receipts $15,649.78; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $19,620.33
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $17,799.09; receipts $2,895.90; disbursements $1,326.70; ending balance $19,368.29
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $14,042.50; receipts $1,924.14; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $15,966.64
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $19,290.74; receipts $1,154.50; disbursements $131.67; ending balance $20,313.57
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $43,931.97; receipts $429.19; disbursements $25,000.00; ending balance $19,361.16
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $311,971.24
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $70,876.36 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $103,051.22
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $279,796.38
OUTSTANDING CHECKS: $366.71
TOTAL PER BANK STATEMENT: $280,163.09
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $55,929.02
INTEREST: $0.00
PURCHASE OF INVESTEMENTS: $75,000.00

INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $130,929.02
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 11/30/22 $410,725.40
Deputy Treasurer Bergum commented $50,000 was disbursed from the road and bridge fund and $25,000 was disbursed from the non-levy fund to purchase certificate of deposits from Park State Bank. The second levy payment was received. 
Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve online EFT payment of $221.08 to be withdrawn on January 3, 2023 to pay Arvig for phone/fax/internet bill. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Election Judge Payroll beginning 11/01/2022 and ending 11/14/2022 check numbers 20404-20410 totaling $899.30 and Employee Payroll period beginning 11/01/2022 and ending 11/15/2022, check numbers 20411-20415 totaling $719.21 were reviewed. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to accept the November Election Judge and Employee Payroll as presented. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

The Minnesota Department of Health 2023 Food and Beverage License Renewal for the community center was reviewed and the invoice is included in the claims list.  

The Deputy Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Claim # 
Amount

St. Croix Recreation 
Tot Seats for Swing Set
20416


$      408.20

Wood Brothers Excavating LLC
Road Work
20417


$   2,780.00

Federated Co-op, Inc.
Propane
20418


$      800.05

Forum Communications
Chronicle Printing & Circulation
20419


$      541.45

Park State Bank Credit Card
Office Supplies, Subscriptions
20420


$      707.70

Menards-Virginia
Supplies
20421


$        39.36
Cotton Post Office
Chronicle Mailing
20422


$      245.00

Jill Clark
Reimbursement & Mileage
20423


$        69.73
Megan Julin
Mileage
20424


$        47.50
Stephanie Bergum
Mileage
20425


$        20.00
Randy Moberg
Mileage 
20426


$        35.00
Larry Keough
Mileage
20427


$        76.88
Sandi Nelson
Mileage
20428


$        12.82

JoAnne Saline
Election Mileage
20429


$        35.00

Laura Yrjanson
Election Mileage
20430


$        25.00

Janis Wendell
Election Mileage
20431 


$          6.25

Kim Erickson
Election Mileage
20432


$          3.75

Metro Sales, Inc.
Printing Fees
20433


$        55.25
Norland Environmental Service Inc.
Garbage Service
20434


$      148.01
Couri & Ruppe, P.L.L.P
Legal Services
20435


$   1,110.00

MN Department of Health
Food Service License
20436


$      290.00

PERA
Retirement
20437


$      385.18

Regular Payroll 
Period End 11/30/2022
20438-20446           
$   3,123.88

Chronicle Payroll
Period End 11/30/2022
20447-20448

$      345.70

Lake Country Power 
Electric
12221


$      316.00

Arvig
Telephone/Fax/Internet
12222


$      215.89
Internal Revenue Service
Withholdings
12223


$      979.23
Total For Period  -  $12,822.83
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve and sign the claims list for #20416-20448 including electronic fund transfer payment #12221, 12222, and 12223 totaling $12,822.83 to pay the Bills For Payment. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Correspondence:
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES


ELECTIONS: Updates

STATE OF MN OFFICES


AUDITOR: E-Updates, Pension Newsletter


DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH: License Renewal Application*


SECRETARY OF STATE: 2023 Election Calendar and materials


MANAGEMENT & BUDGET: Supplier Portal Changes

TREASURY: Courtesy reminder

SOCIAL SECURITY: 2023 News

MN ASSOC OF TOWNSHIPS: Newsletter, MAT-U, Township Day at the Capitol 

ST. LOUIS COUNTY ASSOC. OF TOWNSHIP OFFICERS: Minutes, Information

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA: Onsite Sewage Treatment Program 2023 SSTS Certification Schedule

RAMS: News & updates, Meeting agenda, Annual Dinner Invitation, 

COI’S: Wood Brothers Excavating LLC, Edwards Oil Inc. 

COSTCO: Reward

RANDY MOBERG: Resignation Letter*

APPLICATION

MOTION PICTURE LICENSING CORPORATION: Copyright Compliance Matter

ST. LOUIS COUNTY SHERIFF RESCUE SQAUD: Thank you card

NEWSLINE

COTTON CHRONICLE

MISCELLANEOUS CATALOGS, ADVERTIZING & FLYERS

*AGENDA ITEMS

OLD BUSINESS
Unpaid Claims: The Board discussed alternative ways townships can address unpaid claims such as assessment through a person’s taxes. The board decided that unpaid claim #317540 for $250.00 will not be pursued. The clerk will contact Minnesota Association of Townships for their recommendation regarding debt collection if needed in the future.  
CONTINUUM 
Cemetery: Waiting for Iron Range Constructors to remove trees in the cemetery. 
Community Center: Heater:  Heater was installed in the community center. The board discussed the heater in the garage. The township will use the old heater until the existing fuel oil in the tank is used. The exterior yard lights in the north and south parking lights were not working. Lake Country Power replaced the exterior light with a LED bulb in the north parking lot. They do not service the exterior light located in the south lot. BZ Electric can replace the bulb in the south lot. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve BZ Electric replace the bulb with LED on the yard light in the south lot. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

Roads: Wood Brothers Excavating will begin ditching Cemetery Road in the spring. There are no obstructions in the right of way on Lily Lake Road. 
MEETINGS: RAMS Annual Dinner December 15 @ 5pm Iron Trail Event Center, St. Louis County Township Officers Meeting January 25 @ 6:30pm, Regular Town Board Meeting January 12 @ 6:00pm
NEW BUSINESS
Facility Custodian Resignation: The current facility custodian submitted his letter of resignation. He is willing to try to stay on until the position is filled. Discussion on filling the position prior to the next dance so the new custodian can help clean after the dance and receive training. Per the Wage and Expense Schedule, the starting wage is $18.00/hour. Position will be posted, and applications accepted through January 2, 2023 at 5:00 p.m. Jared Mevissen motioned, supported by Tim Randall to schedule a special meeting to hire a facility custodian on January 2, 2023 5:00 pm at the town office. Jared Mevissen aye. Tim Randall aye. Sandi Nelson aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Appointing Election Judges: Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall Minnesota Statues Section 204B.21 requires the town board appoint trained election judges and alternates for the Tuesday, March 14, 2023 Town General Election. Polls open 12:00-8:00pm. The clerk may make election judge appointments to fill vacancies should they occur. Stephanie Bergum, Kim Erickson, Megan Julin, Sandi Nelson, JoAnne Saline, Janis Wendell, Laura Yrjanson, Randy Yrjanson. Jared Mevissen aye. Tim Randall aye. Sandi Nelson aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Appointing The 2023 Absentee Ballot Board Resolution: Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve Resolution #22-198 Appointing the 2023 Ballot Board. Jared Mevissen aye. Tim Randall aye. Sandi Nelson aye. MOTION CARRIED.
RESOLUTION # 22-198 APPOINTING THE 2023 ABSENTEE BALLOT BOARD

COTTON TOWNSHIP ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

WHEREAS, 
Minnesota Statues Section 203B.121, subd.1 requires the town board, as the governing body of the town, to appoint a ballot board to process all absentee ballots returned to the town clerk for the town election scheduled to be held on Tuesday, March 14, 2023; and 

WHEREAS, 
the ballot board must consist of election judges trained in the handling of absentee ballots, or staff trained as election judges; and
WHEREAS,  
even though only two members are required to meet whenever an absentee ballot needs to be processed, the ballot board must consist of at least the same number of members as the minimum number of required election judges for the town election, which pursuant to Minnesota Statues Section 204B.22 has been determined to be 3 for the March 2023 Town election for Cotton Township; and

WHEREAS,  
the Town Board for Cotton Township has appointed its election judges for the March 2023 Town election as required by Minnesota Statues Section 204B.21; 

NOW THEREFORE LET IT BE RESOLVED: That the Town Board of Cotton Township hereby appoints the following election judges to serve as the ballot board required to perform all duties required in the processing of absentee ballots under Minnesota Statues Section 203B.121 and all other applicable statutes and rules; Stephanie Bergum, Megan Julin, Sandi Nelson 
Be It Further Resolved: That the Town Board of Cotton Township hereby authorizes any member of the ballot board to be compensated as required by Minnesota Statues Section 203B.121, when said member performs any required duty of the ballot board.   

2023 Contracts: The Board reviewed the 2023 Cotton Volunteer Fire Department Contract and the 2023 Lakeview Cemetery Sexton Contract with Tracy Excavating. Neither contracts had any changes from last year. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the 2023 Cotton Volunteer Fire Department Contract. Jared Mevissen aye. Tim Randall aye. Sandi Nelson aye. MOTION CARRIED. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson to approve the 2023 Lakeview Cemetery Contract with Tracey Excavating. Jared Mevissen aye. Tim Randall aye. Sandi Nelson aye. MOTION CARRIED. Contracts on file with the clerk in the town office. Road contracts will be requested in April. 
Township Day at the Capitol: Minnesota Association of Townships will be hosting ‘Township Day at the Capitol” on February 1 and 2, 2023. There will be speakers, and meeting with legislators to advocate for township priorities. 
MAT-U: Minnesota Association of Townships will be offering a new online training model. The subscription fee for the 2023 calendar year will be complimentary. The clerk will set up one master account and provide the township’s login credentials to all Cotton Township Officers. 
Costco Reward/Membership: Costco membership is expiring in January. Clerk will see if $60.00 reward can be used towards new membership. Cleaning supplies can be purchased online and delivered for free rather than having the custodian purchasing supplies from Menards. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson to purchase a Costco membership for one more year. Jared Mevissen aye. Tim Randall aye. Sandi Nelson aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:00 p.m. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Respectfully submitted,
______________________________  






Town Clerk

Approved: 

_____________________________

_________________             
Town Chair

  


Date
