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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                      December 8, 2016

The meeting was called to order at approximately 4:30 p.m. in the township office, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Kourtney Kinsley, Supervisor Tim Randall, Supervisor Will Keyes Deputy Treasurer Bridget Kinsley, Treasurer Debbie  Leppala, Deputy Clerk Megan Julin, and Clerk Sandi Nelson. There were no residents or guests present.
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve the November 10, 2016 board meeting minutes. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Tim Randall aye. Will Keyes aye. All IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.
The treasurer presented the cash control statement, schedule 1, and investments.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $57,675.80; receipts $165.00; disbursements $7,169.01; ending balance $50,671.79 
ROAD & BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance (-$47,318.59); receipts $1,264.00: disbursements $20,665.71; ending balance (-66,720.30)

FIRE FUND: beginning balance $3,202.80; receipts $0.00; disbursements $20.78; ending balance $3,182.02
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $13,721.31; receipts $766.40; disbursements $982.16; ending balance $13,505.55
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $7,680.77; receipts $150.00; disbursements $384.49; ending balance $7,446.28
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $199.22; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $199.22
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $26,699.69; receipts $1,031.85; disbursements $2,551.95; ending balance $25,179.59
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $61,861.00
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $3,377.25 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $31,774.10
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $33,464.15
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $133,385.80
INTEREST: $51.95
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $133,437.75
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND:11/30/16   $166,901.90
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented Kourtney Kinsley aye. Tim Randall aye. Will Keyes aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.

The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Check # 
Amount

Payroll  
Period End 11/30/2016
17088-17101

$   4,046.55
PERA
Retirement
17102


$      494.45
Print Corp.
Chronicle printing 
17103


$      370.00

Card Member Services
Supplies
17104


$      903.52
Curtis Oil
Fuel Oil, Furnace cleaning
17105


$      308.00
Tracy Excavating
Cremation Burials: 2
17106


$      500.00


MATIT
Workers Comp
17107


$      967.00

Electric Systems
Light Repair
17108


$      230.07
Debbie Leppala
Mileage/Election Judge
17109


$      259.92

JoAnne Saline
Mileage/Primary Election Judge
17110


$        27.12
Lowell Lund
Mileage/Election Judge
17111


$      132.84

Janis Wendell
Mileage/Election Judge
17112


$      113.40

Bridget Kinsley
Mileage/Election Judge
17113


$      110.81

Randall Yrjanson
Mileage/Election Judge
17114


$        22.80

Kim Erickson
Mileage/Election Judge
17115


$      104.16

Stephanie Bergum
Mileage/Election Judge
17116


$      108.48

Megan Julin
Mileage/Election Judge
17117


$        91.08

Sandi Nelson
Mileage/Election Judge
17118


$        76.08

Cotton Post Office
Chronicle postage
17119


$      160.00
Debbie Leppala
Mileage
17120


$        55.08

Norman Peterson
Mileage
17121


$        69.12

Tim Randall
Mileage
17122


$        16.20
Cherrie Soderlund
Mileage
17123


$        12.96

Cotton Volunteer Fire Dept.
1st Half of contract for 2017
17124


$ 15,000.00

Sam’s Club
Membership dues/Kitchen supplies
17125


$      326.16
Norland Sanitary Service
Garbage service
17126


$      100.99
Lake Country Power
Electric service
12161


$      320.51
Arvig
Telephone/Fax/Internet
12162


$      179.67
Internal Revenue Service
Federal Withholdings December
12163


$   1,022.81

                    Total For Period $26,129.78
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve and sign the claims list for #17088 – 17126 including debit #12161, 12162, and 12163 totaling $26,129.78 to pay the Bills For Payment as presented. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Tim Randall aye. Will Keyes aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.  Clerk informed Board that the second levy payment was received.
Correspondence:

ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES

ASSESSOR:  Board of Appeal and Equalization attendance rosters and update* 

AUDITOR: Notice of the county canvassing board. Proposed taxes 2017

PLANNING: Summary of variance hearing

LAND AND MINERALS DEPT: Noxious weed control 2016 annual township report*

STATE OF MN OFFICES


AUDITOR: E-Update, Pension Division Newsletter, CTAS News and Notes, MSFCA issues


 MN DEPT OF HEALTH: Food License  

ST. LOUIS COUNTY ASSOC. OF TOWNSHIPS (SLCAT): October meeting minutes

MN ASSOC. OF TOWSHIPS AGENCY (MATIT): Workers’ compensation renewal notice and audit

ARROWHEAD REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION: Arrowhead Grant Assistance Program

MNsure: Premium tax credits

NORTON: Internet security expiration* 

AMERICAN BANK: Signatures*

UNIVERSITY OF MN: Onsite Sewage Treatment Program. LTAP workshop registrations

LAKE COUNTRY POWER: Calendar

OLD SCHOOL LIVES: Thank you, warming shack heaters

HOPE CHURCH OF COTTON: Thanksgiving eve service

USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

NEWSLINE

COTTON CHRONICLE

*AGENDA ITEMS
Beginning January 1, 2017, American Bank will no longer be monitoring to ensure that three signatures are present on any items drawn on the town’s account. Clerk will gather more information on this.
OLD BUSINESS

The concrete form has been poured outside the garage for the oil tank. Curtis Oil will place the new oil tank in the spring. 

CONTINUUM

Community Center: Norman Peterson has caulked around the bottom of the chimney to prevent any leaks. Norman suggested the roof of the community center be checked by the Board. Supervisors will look at the roof in the spring. Norman & Sirley asked about the responsibility of the town to have the walk shoveled for the Post Office. Clerked looked at the lease and it stated ‘cleared in a timely manner’. Norman and Sirley were informed and they said they always have it done before the Post Office opens. Clerk talked to Brenda Stevens in the Post Office and she has no problem keeping it up during the day if it would start to accumulate. The bottom of the refrigerator freezer is separating from the back wall. The Board requested Debbie look into prices of a new one.  

Road/ Gravel: The Pioneer Lake Road Ditching Project will not be started until the spring of 2017. Bryan Tracy will be asked in the spring to sign a separate contract for this ditching project and a completion date will be included. 

MEETINGS

Four officers attended the MAT annual conference in St. Cloud. St. Louis County Association of Townships will be held on January 25, 2017.
NEW BUSINESS
Local Weed Inspector: The town board received a letter from Kristin Fogard (St. Louis County Agriculture Inspector) requesting a 2016 Annual Township Report for noxious weed control. This has not been required in the past. Kourtney Kinsley will contact Kristin Fogard for more information.
St. Louis County Assessor: Board of Appeal & Equalization training must be completed by February 1, 2017. Kourtney Kinsley will take his online prior to this date.
Board of Audit/Budget Meetings: The Board of Audit meeting was set for February 16, 2017 at 4:30 pm. The Budget meeting will be held following the Board of Audit.

Norton Security: Norton antivirus on the two desk top computers in the town office expires on January 5, 2017. Debbie stated Kaspersky Internet security offers lower rates and is comparable to Norton. Kourtney Kinsley Motioned, supported by Tim Randall, to change from Norton to Kaspersky Internet Security being the most financially responsible thing to do. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Tim Randall aye. Will Keyes aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.
As there was no further business, Tim Randall motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley that the meeting be adjourned at 5:05 p.m. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Tim Randall aye. Will Keyes aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 







Respectfully submitted,
                            



______________________________   
Approved:
_____________________________
Town Chair

  


_________________Date              

