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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                 December 14, 2017

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the township office, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Will Keyes, Supervisor Tim Randall, Treasurer Debbie Leppala, Deputy Clerk Megan Julin and Clerk Sandi Nelson. Supervisor Kourtney Kinsley arrived at 6:11 p.m. Resident and guest present were Connie Gunderson, Jane Larson.
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the November 9, 2017 board meeting minutes as distributed. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
The treasurer presented the cash control statement, schedule 1 and investments.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $64,284.15; receipts $220.00; disbursements $6,024.52; ending balance $58,479.63 
ROAD & BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance (-$37,902.28); receipts $0.00: disbursements $7,939.98; ending balance ($45,842.26) 
FIRE FUND: beginning balance $4,473.52; receipts $17,471.13; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $21,944.65
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $15,456.25 receipts $363.00 disbursements $1,396.70; ending balance $14,422.55
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $10,057.73; receipts $0.00; disbursements $212.67; ending balance $9,845.06
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $3,768.05; receipts $60.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $3,828.05
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $30,483.56; receipts $129.91; disbursements $16.55; ending balance $30,596.92
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $90,620.98
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $18,244.04 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $15,590.42
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $93,274.60
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $83,252.26
INTEREST: $16.55
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $83,268.81
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 11/30/17 $176,543.41 
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.
The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Check # 
Amount

Payroll 
Period End 11/30/2017
17456-17469

$   3,148.50
Print Corp.
Chronicle printing 
17470


$      370.00

Curtis Oil
Fuel Oil 
17471


$      592.82 

Menards - Virginia
Supplies
17472


$        30.02
Card Member Services
Supplies, Accommodations 
17473


$      817.59
Sam’s Club
Supplies/Membership
17474


$      211.46
Range Paper
Paper Products
17475


$        33.64
MATIT
Insurance
17476


$      836.00

MN Dept. of Health
Food Service License
17477


$      375.00
Cotton Post Office
Chronicle Postage
17478


$      160.00

Debbie Leppala
Mileage
17479


$        38.52
Norman Peterson
Mileage
17480


$        25.68
Tim Randall
Mileage
17481


$        30.50
CVFD Relief Assoc.
State/Supplemental Aid 2016
17482


$ 17,471.13
McRae Land Improvements
Brushing Roadsides
17483


$   2,600.00

PERA
Retirement
17484


$      281.73
Lake Country Power 
Electric
12171 


$      340.00
Arvig
Telephone/internet/fax
12172


$      211.59
Internal Revenue Service
Federal withholdings
1217-3


$      701.53

Total For Period $28,309.89
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve and sign the claims list for #17456 – 17484, including debit #12171, 12172, and 1217-3 totaling $28,309.89 to pay the Bills For Payment. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
The Board heard from Connie Gunderson and Jane Larson. There was further discussion about purchasing and installing beaver pond levelers on Kauppi Lake Road. Clerk Nelson spoke with Commissioner Nelson and clarified he agreed to match monies to purchase one beaver pond leveler. Gunderson agreed that one leveler should be sufficient. Supervisor Randall discussed issues on beavers building around the levelers. Gunderson is willing to monitor the levelers and provide the township with documentation. Clerk Nelson stated this information would also be beneficial to St. Louis County. Jane Larson agreed with Gunderson and added there are many people including students from St. Scholastica who are willing to work on the project. Liability and waivers were discussed. The Board requested Gunderson provide a brief contract detailing the project. Gunderson and Larson thanked the Board and left the meeting.
Correspondence:
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES


AUDITOR: Tax Apportionment, March Township Election information


PLANNING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Comprehensive Land Use Plan Update, Aquatic Invasive Species, Block Grant 2018 Process Schedule

PUBLIC WORKS: Steve Kniefel – Right of Way Agent, Aggregate Crushing

STATE OF MN OFFICES

AUDITOR: E-Update, Pension Division Newsletter

MN DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE: Board of Appeal and Equalization Update


MN ASSOC. OF TOWNSHIPS (MAT):  Township updates

MN ASSOC. OF TOWNSHIPS AGENCY (MATIT): Workers’ Compensation Renewal Invoice and Audit

COTTON VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT, INC.: Contract

TRACY EXCAVATING: Road contract and amendment

JAKE’S GRADING: Contract, Proposal

MCRAE LAND IMPROVEMENTS: Proposal

JOHNSTON MASONRY: Proposal

COURI & RUPPE, P.L.L.P: Mail delivery information

WILLIAM KELLEY HIGHSCHOOL: Township data

NONCOM SCOOP

USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT

THE OUTLET

TECHNOLOGY EXCHANGE

NEWSLINE

STRICTLY BUSINESS

NORTHSPAN

COTTON CHRONICLE

*AGENDA ITEMS
OLD BUSINESS
St. Louis County Public Works: Supervisor Randall will meet with Steve Kniefel, Right of Way Specialist to discuss concerns on the county bridge projects. 

Old School Lives: Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Tim Randall to contribute $2,500 to Old School Lives and issue check #17485. Will Keyes aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 

CONTINUUM
Community Center: Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to pay Upper Lakes Chimney and Masonry $3,200.00 to repair the chimney in the community center. Will Keyes aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED
Roads: The Board received contracts from Tracy Excavating and Jake’s Grading and a proposal from McRae Land Improvements. Discussion. The brushing on Rose Lake Drive is completed and looks good. St Louis County is satisfied and will be able to plow the road this snow season. The clerk will contact Jake’s Grading and request a separate contract for grading, mowing, and dust control. Contract tabled. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley to accept Tracy Excavating Contract. Will Keyes aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. Clerk will contact McRae Land Improvements to request a contract for mowing and brushing.
Meetings: Board Meeting January 11th, 6:00 p.m.; Township Officers Meeting January 24th, 6:30 p.m. 
NEW BUSINESS
Cotton Volunteer Fire Department: Supervisor Kinsley and Clerk Nelson will attend the Relief Association meeting on January 2, 2018. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley to accept the Cotton Volunteer Fire Department 2018 Contract and to pay the first half of the contract issuing check #17486 for the amount of $15,000. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. Wage Schedule: Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to accept the 2018 wage schedule. Tim Randall aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.  
March Election: Work and postings for the Township elections held in March are ongoing by the Clerk and Deputy Clerk. Filing periods will open on January 2, 2018 through January 16, 2018 at 5:00 p.m.
Board of Audit/Budget Meeting: There was discussion about possible dates and times. Tabled.
Treasurer Leppala informed the Board the fire department has $75,000 insured coverage on the town building. 

As there was no further business, Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall that the meeting be adjourned at 7:18 p.m. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.  
Respectfully submitted,
                            



______________________________   
Approved:




Town Deputy Clerk
_____________________________
Town Chair

  


_________________Date              

