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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                  December 14, 2023

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the town office, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Sandi Nelson, Supervisor Tim Randall, Supervisor Larry Keough, Treasurer Jill Clark, Deputy Treasurer Steph Bergum, Deputy Clerk Jesse Simek and Clerk Megan Julin. There was one resident present, Larry Smith.
Clerk’s minutes. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Larry Keough to approve the November 9, 2023 Board Meeting minutes as distributed. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
The Treasurer presented the cash control, schedule 1, investments, and financial statements.

GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $33,859.72 receipts $0.00; disbursements $5,608.51; ending balance $28,251.21
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance $52,708.72; receipts $447.43; disbursements $8,240.44; ending balance $44,915.71
COVID: beginning balance $38,183.04; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $38,183.04
FIRE FUND: beginning balance $4,521.28; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $4,521.28
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $17,412.63; receipts $1,748.26; disbursements $1,689.50; ending balance $17,471.39
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $16,984.22; receipts $0.00; disbursements $2.62; ending balance $16,981.60
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $21,778.26; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $21,778.26
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $21,635.15; receipts $1,326.73; disbursements $223.72; ending balance $22,738.16
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $207,083.02
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $3,522.42 


TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $15,764.79
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $194,840.65
OUTSTANDING CHECKS: $575.75
TOTAL PER BANK STATEMENT: $195,416.40
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $131,174.97
INTEREST: $0.00
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $131,174.97
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 11/30/23 $326,015.62
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE WITH ACCRUED INTEREST: $133,564.20
ACCRUED INTEREST 8/16/23 – 11/15/23 - $671.15
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE WITH ACCRUED INTEREST: $134,235.35
TOTAL BALANCE WITH ACCRUED INTEREST: 11/30/23 $329,076.00
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Larry Keough to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Larry Keough to approve online EFT payment of $214.88 to be withdrawn on January 3, 2023 to pay Arvig for phone/fax/internet bill. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Employee Payroll period beginning 11/01/2023 and ending 11/15/2023, check numbers 20796-20999 totaling $608.63 was reviewed. 

The Board Reviewed and discussed the 2024 Minnesota Association of Townships Insurance and Bond Trust (MATIT) Premium Notice, 2024 Range Association of Municipalities and Schools (RAMS) membership renewal dues, and Lake Country Power credits totaling $171.97 applied to the December invoice. All invoices are included in the claims list. 

The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Claim # 
Amount

Regular Payroll
Period End 11/30/2023
20800-20806

$   2,695.58
Stephanie Bergum
Reimbursement
20807


$        21.04

A-1 Services Inc
Portable Restroom
20808


$        90.00
Federated Co-op, Inc.
Propane
20809


$      404.88

Forum Communications
Printing & Circulation
20810


$      597.50
Jake’s Co. LLC dba Kivi Trucking
Grading
20811


$   2,400.00
Metro Sales, Inc.
Printing Fees
20812


$        47.88
MN Association of Townships
Annual Meeting & Conference
20813


$      800.00
MATIT
Workers Compensation Insurance
20814


$      959.00

Menards-Hermantown
Supplies
20815


$        53.82

Menards-Virginia
Supplies
20816


$      141.87
Menards-Virginia
Supplies
20817


$      104.23

MN Department of Health
Food License Renewal
20818


$      290.00

Northland Environmental Service
Garbage Service 
20819


$      296.02

Park State Bank 
Adobe Subscription
20820


$        55.81

Wood Brothers Excavating
Cemetery Road Ditching
20821


$ 17,585.00

PERA
Retirement
20822


$      369.91

RAMS
2024 Membership
20833


$      360.00
Lake Country Power
Electric
12231


$      134.00
Arvig
Telephone/Fax/Internet
12232


$      222.36
Internal Revenue Service
November Withholdings 
12233


$      646.48

Total For Period  -  $28,275.38
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Larry Keough to approve and sign the claims list for #20800-20833 including electronic fund transfer payments #12231-12233 totaling $28,275.38 to pay the bills for payment. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES


ASSESSOR: Board of Appeal and Equalization Training*

AUDITOR: 2024 Election Updates

LAND & MINERALS: 2023 Local Weed Inspector Annual Township Report*

PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Board of Adjustment Meeting Information

PUBLIC HEALTH: November 2023 Disease Prevention and Control Partner Updates

STATE OF MN OFFICES


AUDITOR: Weekly Updates, Pension Newsletter



DEPT OF HEALTH: 2024 License Renewal Application*, Drinking water updates

FEMA: EHP Documentation*, Environmental Historic Preservation Review, CATZ Management Costs*

PERA: Updates 

SLFRF: Comment period, Update

SOCIAL SECURITY: Online Registration Process

INTERNAL REVENUE: Address change

Acknowledgements, Essential Elements of Information*

SOCIAL SECURITY: Online Registration Process Changes


MN ASSOC OF TOWNSHIPS: November Newsletter 

MATIT: Workers’ Compensation Premium Notice*, Rescheduled Due Date

ST. LOUIS COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF TOWNSHIPS: Updated Meeting Schedule, Conference Info, Kruger/Burdorf Civil Case Update*

RAMS: Meeting Notice, Task Force on Emergency Medical Services Field Hearing, Rural EMS Survey

MARK WILCOX COMPUTER SERVICES, INC.*

OLD SCHOOL LIVES: Contribution Request

PERPICH TV & APPLIANCE: ESTIMATE*

LARRY SMITH: Former ICO Building Concerns*

FEDERATED CO-OPS: Propane Safety Information

LAKE COUNTRY POWER: Notice of Credit Returns

CERTIFICATE OF LIABILITY MARK WILCOX COMPUTER SERVICES & EDWARDS OIL 

COTTON CHRONICLE

MISCELLANEOUS CATALOGS, ADVERTIZING & FLYERS

*AGENDA ITEMS

Larry Smith expressed concerns about the former ICO Building. It is unsightly and likely to depreciate property values in the area. He is concerned that the continued decline of the property will have a negative impact on the entire community. Supervisor Randall stated the property has been purchased and the owner has initiated renovations on the west end.  
The Board discussed the Minnesota Association of Townships (MAT) 2024 Annual Meeting. Members of MAT in attendance were informed that the meeting would not be held due to lack of a quorum. The MAT executive director stated there has not been a quorum in attendance since 1981 according to their records. The MAT Annual meetings have been held since 1981 despite the ongoing lack of a quorum. Several members in attendance were upset with the decision made by the MAT Board of Directors to forgo the meeting. St. Louis County Association of Township Officers (SLCATO) has drafted a letter voicing the group’s disappointment with MAT on several issues. The letter will be discussed and voted on at the next SLCATO meeting. 
OLD BUSINESS
Civic Club Christmas Party: The Civic Club Christmas party held at the community center was a huge success and excellent turnout. This will hopefully become an annual event.

FEMA Flooding: Work completed on McKay and Kauppi Lake Roads are being reviewed by an Environmental Historic Preservation (EHP) specialist. Mark Lindhorst, St. Louis County is reviewing information to verify permitting requirements.
Earned Sick Time: Employee earned sick and safe time requirements mandated by the state will be implemented beginning January 1, 2024 and a notice will be sent to all township employees. 
Board of Appeal and Equalization Training: Supervisors Keough and Randall will take certification training prior to February 2024.
CONTINUUM 
Roads: Cemetery Road Ditching: The ditching on the south side of Cemetery Road is complete.
2023 Local Weed Inspector Annual Township Report: Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson to approve and sign the 2023 Local Weed Inspector Annual Township Report. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

Cemetery: Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the transfer of lot 43 block 10 from Bruce and Carolyn Hage to Tyrsa Hage and Lot 42 block 10 to Clay and Brenna Hage.  Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Larry Keough to approve the purchase of lot 28 block 10 to Bruce and Carolyn Hage.  Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Community Center: Mark Wilcox Computer Services, Inc is scheduled to tune up the office computers next week. The quote provided by Perpich TV & Appliance for two microphones and installation in the community center was over the amount approved by the Board at the November Board Meeting. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Larry Keough to approve spending $875.00 from the non-levy fund for the installation and purchase of two microphones from Perpich TV & Appliance.  Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.
MEETINGS: Regular Town Board Meeting January 11, 2024 @ 6:00pm, SLC Association of Township Officers January 24, 2024 @ 6:30pm 
NEW BUSINESS
2024 Board of Audit/Budget Meeting Semi Annual Audit: Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Larry Keough to schedule the 2024 Board of Audit/Budget Meeting Semi Annual Audit for February 7, 2024 5:00pm at the Cotton Community Center.  Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Old School Lives (OSL) Contribution Request: Old School Lives is requesting a contribution that will be used for health, arts, housing, and education interests in the community. The Board reviewed 2023 contributions and available funds. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to contribute $2,000.00 to Old School Lives for health, arts, housing and education. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Larry Keough that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 6:50 p.m. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.






Respectfully submitted,
______________________________  






Town Clerk
Approved: 
_____________________________

_________________  
Town Chair

 


Date
