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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                  December 13, 2018

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the township office, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Kourtney Kinsley, Supervisor Will Keyes, Supervisor Calla Peterson, Treasurer Debbie Leppala, and Clerk Megan Julin. Guests present were: Rick McRae, McRae Land Improvements LLC; Craig Spry and Joe Froehlingsdorf, Hoover Construction Co. and one resident, Tim Randall.
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve the November 8, 2018 Board Meeting minutes as distributed. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 
The treasurer presented the cash control statement, schedule 1 and investments.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $82,493.97; receipts $0.00; disbursements $6,301.49; ending balance $76,192.48
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance (-$39,394.42); receipts $0.00: disbursements $17,561.18; ending balance (-$56,955.60) 
FIRE FUND: beginning balance $5,607.56; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $5,607.56
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $14,426.94 receipts $2,060.60 disbursements $1,310.08; ending balance $15,177.46
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $13,068.39; receipts $0.00; disbursements $151.49; ending balance $12,916.90
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $7,037.19; receipts $40.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $7,077.19
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $31,098.15; receipts $348.62; disbursements $16.86; ending balance $31,429.91
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $114,337.78
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $2,449.22 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $25,341.10
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $91,445.90
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $83,884.10
INTEREST: $16.86
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $83,900.96
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 11/30/18 $175,346.86 
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.
The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Check # 
Amount

Payroll  
Period End 11/30/2018
17855-17873

$   4,019.40
Cook News Harold
Chronicle printing & delivery 
17874


$      360.00

Cardmember Services
Annual Conference Accommodations
17875


$      549.05
Curtis Oil
Fuel Oil 
17876


$      583.84
Menards-Virginia
Supplies
17877


$      109.90
Sam’s Club
Supplies 
17878


$        48.50
St. Louis County Auditor
Road Signs
17879


$      413.00
MATIT
Insurance
17880


$      798.00
Perpich TV & Appliance
Sound system repairs
17881


$      257.49
Cotton Post Office
Chronicle Mailing
17882


$      160.00
Stephanie Bergum
Mileage
17883


$        52.96

Kim Erickson
Mileage
17884


$          1.91

Megan Julin
Mileage
17885


$        30.25

Larry Keough
Mileage
17886


$        33.08

Debbie Leppala
Mileage
17887


$        11.99
Patricia Lund
Mileage
17888


$        25.07

Sandi Nelson
Mileage
17889


$        48.60
JoAnne Saline
Mileage
17890


$        30.52

Janis Wendell
Mileage
17891


$          2.73

Laura Yrjanson
Mileage
17892


$        21.80

Cotton Volunteer Fire Department
Contract 1st half of 2019
17893


$ 20,000.00


PERA
Retirement
17894


$      365.07
McRae Land Improvements LLC
Tree and brush removal in cemetery
17895


$   6,000.00

Aire Serv
Furnace cleaning and service
17896


$      602.83


Lake Country Power 
Electric Utilities 
12181 


$      328.00
Arvig
Telephone/internet/fax
12182


$      191.17
Internal Revenue Service
Withholdings 
12183


$      754.57

Total For Period $35,799.73
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve and sign the claims list for #17855 – 17896 including debit #12181, 12182, and 12183 totaling $35,799.73 to pay the Bills For Payment. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 
Rick McRae; McRae Land Improvements LLC presented the Board three contracts including road maintenance, roadside mowing, and tree and brush cutting. Supervisor Kinsley stated the tree and brush removal Rick completed in the cemetery looked good. 
Tim Randall stated he was attending the meeting to listen as a resident.

The Board heard from Craig Spry and Joe Froehlingsdorf, Hoover Construction Co. Craig stated they were intending to put a bid into St. Louis County for the road project on Highway 52. They are interested in purchasing material out of Cotton Township’s gravel pit and disposal for the project etc. Craig requested royalty quotes and offered to answer any questions. Disposal amounts and placement was discussed. Discussion. Hoover Construction Co. will go in the pit to sample material, check the amount of stripping that would be required and depth of the water table. The Board will discuss prices and the clerk will contact Craig with their decision.  
Correspondence:
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES

PLANNING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Comprehensive Land Use Plan Update

LAND & MINERAL DEPT: Certificate of Liability Insurance for snowmobile trails & trail groomer. 2018 Annual Township Report*

PUBLIC WORKS: Road signs replaced – Permanent plow application list*


STATE OF MN OFFICES

AUDITOR: E-Update, Pension Division Newsletter

DEPT of EMPLOYMENT: Unemployment benefits – letter sent-person didn’t work here

DEPT of HEALTH: Food license

DEPT of NATURAL RESOURCES: Update on DNR survey on lake outlets* 

DEPT of REVENUE: Increase in December 2018 town aid payment. Board of Appeal update. 

MN ASSOC. OF TOWNSHIPS (MAT): Updates

ST. LOUIS CTY. ASSOC OF TOWNSHIPS: Minutes

MN BENEFIT ASSOC: Medicare information

JAKE’S COMPANIES: Contract

MCRAE LAND IMPROVEMENTS LLC: Contracts

HOOVER CONSTRUCTION CO: Request gravel prices & pit use*

KMG CONTRACTORS, INC: Request for gravel prices*

RAMS: Resolution for broadband*

CURTIS/SUPERAMERICA/SPEEDWAY: Updates

MENARDS: Authorized account user update

EDWARDS OIL INC: Certificate of Liability Insurance

EDEN PRAIRIE WATER & WASTEWATER UTILITIES: Leadership Training program & registration 

PIPELINE SAFETY 

COTTON CHRONICLE

COOK NEWS-HERALD

NEWSLINE & strictly business 
U of M MN LTAP: Workshop registration 

TECHNOLOGY EXCHANGE

F.Y.I. NORTHSPAN

THE OUTLET

BIOSOLIDS DIGEST
*AGENDA ITEMS
St. Louis County replaced Moberg, Cemetery, and McKay Cotton Township road signs. The clerk sent letter notifying MN Unemployment Insurance that information they sent to the township was incorrect. 

OLD BUSINESS
Strand Lake Outlet: MN Department of Natural Resources Area Hydrologist Kimberly Boland sent the survey details for the Strand Lake outlet. It appears that the higher water levels are likely the result of an obstruction/beaver dam upstream of the township road ditch work. The obstruction is located on private property. The clerk will send a letter to Roy Lepak with the survey results. 
CONTINUUM
Community Center: Aire Serv tested the combustion and could not get CO levels down and said the heat exchange was compromised. The furnace was shut off and will need to be replaced. Leppala provided the Board with quotes from Aire Serv and Brent’s Heating and Cooling for both propane and fuel oil. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Calla Peterson to contact Brent’s Heating and Cooling and approve installation of propane furnace and disposal of old one for up to $7,000. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Calla Peterson to allow Debbie Leppala to look into propane pricing and use her discretion in choosing company. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. The fuel oil remaining in the tank will be transferred to the garage tank for CC Riders Snowmobile Club. Service Masters will be coming in January to wax the floors in the community center. 
Meetings: Town Board Meeting January 10, 2019, 6:00 p.m.; St. Louis County Township Officers January 23, 2019, 6:30 p.m.
NEW BUSINESS
Contractors: McRae Land Improvements LLC and Jake’s Grading contracts Tabled.  

Gravel Pit: Will Keyes motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley to accept a price range for contractors bidding on the St. Louis County Highway 52 project. Price range will be $1.00 -$2.00 for disposal fees and price of pit run to range between $1.75 - $3.00 prices to include associated stripping costs and final dirt work.  Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. Saint Louis County Public Works: Clerk will send letter to SLC requesting them to scrape/sand icy township roads, thaw culverts and do any emergency work on township roads as needed and bill accordingly. Noxious Weed Report: The 2018 Annual Township Noxious Weed Control Report was completed and signed. Clerk will send report to Kristen Fogard; County Agriculture Inspector. Township Officers: Iron Range Broadband Resolution tabled. There will be a Township Officers booth in St. Paul for St. Louis County/Duluth/Township days. Menards: Megan Julin, Sandi Nelson, Debbie Leppala, and Larry Keough will be authorized users on the Menards card. Debbie Leppala announced she will not file for treasurer in 2019 and as of March 31st, 2019 she will be resigning from the janitor position and the Cotton Chronicle. 
As there was no further business, Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes that the meeting be adjourned at 7:18 p.m. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 
 





Respectfully submitted,
                            



______________________________   
Approved:




Town Clerk 
_____________________________
Town Chair

  


_________________Date              

