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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                 December 12, 2019

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the township office, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Kourtney Kinsley, Supervisor Will Keyes, Supervisor Tim Randall, Treasurer Calla Peterson, Deputy Treasurer Steph Bergum, Deputy Clerk Sandi Nelson and Clerk Megan Julin. Resident Brian Tourville and guest Dan Kiminski, KGM Contractors Inc, were present. 
Clerk’s minutes. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve the November 14, 2019 Board Meeting minutes as distributed. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 
The treasurer presented the cash control statement, schedule 1 and investments.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $65,581.44; receipts $0.00; disbursements $11,612.97; ending balance $53,968.47
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance (-$2,089.17); receipts $160.00: disbursements $14,414.95; ending balance (-$16,344.12) 
FIRE FUND: beginning balance $2,150.47; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $2,150.47
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $15,317.86; receipts $1,139.41; disbursements $1,717.61; ending balance $14,739.66
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $9,764.89; receipts $0.00; disbursements $206.49; ending balance $9,558.40
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $10,158.25; receipts $20.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $10,178.25
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $30,399.38; receipts $1,214.63; disbursements $17.14; ending balance $31,596.87
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $131,283.12
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $2,534.04 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $27,969.16
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $105,848.00
OUTSTANDING CHECKS: $369.66
TOTAL PER BANK STATEMENT: $106,217.66
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $74,379.84
INTEREST: $17.14
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $74,396.98
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 11/30/19 $180,244.98 
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve online payment of $192.75 to be withdrawn on January 3, 2020 to pay Arvig for phone/fax/internet bill. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye.  Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.
The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Check # 
Amount

Payroll  
Period End 11/30/2019
18211-18223

$   3,914.25
Ruth Ultican
Mileage
18224


$          8.12

Larry Keough
Mileage
18225


$        35.96

Calla Peterson
Mileage
18226


$      107.88

Tim Randall
Mileage & reimbursement
18227


$        38.70  

MN Dept of Health
Food License
18228


$      290.00
Brent’s Heating & Cooling
Furnace part
18229


$        25.00
Capital One
Maintenance supplies
18230


$      953.10

Menards-Virginia
Supplies
18231


$      137.47

Forum Communications
Chronicle printing/circulation
18232


$      419.52

Norland Environ. Service
Garbage service
18233


$      128.70

On Site Companies
Overpayment-refund
18234


$        14.40  

Arrowhead Concrete
Overpayment-refund
18235


$        14.40

McRae Land Improvement
Hage Road - brushing
18236


$   2,340.00

MATIT
Worker’s Comp Insurance
18237


$      834.00
Summit Companies
Fire extinguisher inspection                   18238                                      $        62.50

Lake Country Power 
Utilities
12191


$      360.00

Arvig
Phone/fax/internet
12192


$      206.44
Internal Revenue Service
Withholdings 
12193


$      679.94

Total For Period $10,570.38
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve and sign the claims list for #18211 – 18238 including debit #12191-12193 totaling $10,570.38 to pay the Bills For Payment. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 
KGM Contractors, Inc: Dan Kiminski informed the Board that KGM shows the total import of  spoils was 39,507 cubic yards and the computed export of gravel was 40,818 cubic yards but load count was 41,847 cubic yards, so higher count was used. (39,507 x $.25 = $9,876.75 and 41,847 x $2.50 = $104,617.50 with total of $114,494.25) The small piles of class 5 have been left for the town. Much of the gravel was taken from under the water table. Dan doesn’t know why the spoils were not placed along Water Hen Road, they are in a pile further back in the pit. Dan will ask why the spoils weren’t placed in the area stated in the contract. KGM will be back in the spring to do some finishing work on Comstock Lake Road and maybe they can come in and put a better slope along Water Hen Road with the spoils.
Hage Road Brushing: Brian Tourville owns property adjacent to Hage Road on the east side and was not notified about the brushing the Town did. Brian is very disappointed in the job, the brushing went deep into his property and at the corner you can see his house now, when you couldn’t before. St. Louis Cty. Public Works contacted the township to clear along Hage Road to accommodate new plow trucks. Town apologized for not contacting him regarding the brushing. Kathy Fisher is the only resident that lives on Hage, and she was sent a letter prior to the brushing. Supervisor Kinsley stated McRae Land Improvement used the St. Louis Cty. Land Explorer as a guide for the property line. St. Louis Cty Land Explorer is not always accurate and McRae will be informed not to rely on it for future projects in Cotton Township. The Board asked Brian what can be done for him. He never wants something like this to happen again. It was agreed the Town will work with Brian to plant some trees on the corner of his property in the spring.
Correspondence:
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES


AUDITOR/ELECTIONS:  Support for the 2019 tax apportionment. Limited openings for additional trainee for Presidential Nomination Primary training. Election equipment grant information *  


PLANNING DEPT: Public Hearing on Zoning Ordinance 62 proposed Short Term Rental standards & amendments

STATE OF MN OFFICES

AUDITOR: E-Update, Pension Newsletter

DEPT OF HEALTH: Food License renewal

POLLUTION CONTROL AGENCY: ICO Petroleum Tank Release Site File Closure*

MN ASSOCIATION OF TOWNSHIPS: Information on donation of surplus equipment*

ST. LOUIS CTY. ASSOC. OF TOWNSHIPS: Minutes 

KGM CONTRACTORS, INC: Will be at the December town board meeting.

OLD SCHOOL LIVES, INC: Request for donation*

JAKE’S GRADING: Contract for 2020*

METRO SALES, INC: Delivery date for new copier/printer/fax

COURI & RUPPE P.L.L.P: Mike Couri will send contract information

MENARDS: Account authorized user update*

ARVIG: Information on new Arvig email

ASSOCIATION OF UNITED STATES POSTAL LESSORS: Invite to join association

McRAE LAND IMPROVEMENTS: Happy Holiday card

THE OUTLET

NEWSLINE

COTTON CHRONICLE

*AGENDA ITEMS

OLD BUSINESS
OSL Donation/Surplus Equipment Policy: The Town should have a policy in place per State Statute for donations of surplus equipment. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to accept the policy of Donations of Surplus Equipment. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. Received a request for a donation from Old School Lives to be used towards recreational activities. Tim motioned, supported by Will Keyes to donate $2,500 to Old School Lives. Kourtney Kinsley abstain. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Computers/Printer: Best Buy will be coming back to install the new computer, as the technician didn’t have the time needed when he was here. Will contact Metro Sales to install the Ricoh printer/copier once computers are up and running.
CONTINUUM
Roads: Resident on Lily Lake Road called stating it was slippery. 
Community Center: Request for special pricing on rental for band practice monthly. Suggested it go under beading etc at $25, and Board said that is fine.
Meetings: Town Board Meeting January 9, @ 6:00pm; St. Louis County Township Officers Meeting January 22, 2020 @ 6:30pm.  

NEW BUSINESS
Contracts: Sent all town contracts to the town attorney, Couri and Ruppe, P.L.L.P. to review to suggest changes or additions and just heard from him today. Contracts tabled. Still need the Cotton Volunteer Fire Dept. and Bryn Tracy sexton contracts
Wage Schedule: The wage schedule was reviewed. Clerk gave information from surrounding townships regarding wages. Kourtney Kinsley motioned supported by Tim Randall to approve the 2020 Wage Schedule. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. Wage schedule on file in the town office.
Board of Audit/Budget Meeting: Meeting scheduled for February 24, 2020 at 5:00 PM consecutively.
Election Equipment Grant: The town election equipment can be upgraded with a matching grant by the Office of the MN Secretary of State. To begin, the Board must pass resolution. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the Voting Equipment Grant Resolution #19-152. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 

RESOLUTION # 19-152

VOTING  EQUIPMENT GRANT
WHEREAS, 
The Office of the Minnesota Secretary of State (OSS) is currently soliciting applications from jurisdictions for grants to purchase voting equipment including optical scan ballot counters; and

WHEREAS, 
$2,000,000 has been appropriated to the OSS Voting Equipment Grant Account

WHEREAS, 
Cotton Township residents and election personnel could benefit from the future purchase of an ESS DS200 optical scan ballot counter as an upgrade to our current M100 ballot counter
WHEREAS, 
the township understand that the grant money could cover up to half the estimated $5,000 purchase price and the township agrees to pay the remaining amount.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Cotton Township Board of Supervisors supports submitting a grant application to the OSS by the January 31, 2020, deadline with the intent of purchasing the DS200 by the December 31, 2020 deadline

Adopted December 12, 2019





MN Pollution Control Agency: The MPCA is satisfied with the cleanup at the ICO property.

Menard’s: Send in list of people approved to charge. 
As there was no further business, Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes that the meeting be adjourned at 7:30 p.m. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.

Respectfully submitted,
______________________________  
Approved:




Town Deputy Clerk 
_____________________________
Town Chair

  


_________________Date              

